
theenormousnumbersthatarethegreatfeatureoftherunsystem,andastheresultthesmallfarmermakessheepfeedingorgrowingaprofitablespeciality.Neverthe-lessthesheepfarmingonalargescalepres-entsthelargestandmosteasilyobservableofallthesystemsofwoolgrowinginthecolony.Theyear'shistoryisofthesimplest.Thesheepareoutintheirmountainthewholetime,withtheexceptionoftheshearingseasonwhentheyaremusteredandbroughtintothewoolshedwheretheirfleecesaretakenoffbyshearersattherateofabout100permanperday.Thereareothermustersoneveryrun;theeweswhicharerunseparatefromthewethersrequiringtobebroughtinwhenthelambingisdone,andthelambsarestrongenoughtobetailedandcounted;andthesamerequireagaintobebroughtinthistimelateinthesummer,sothattheirlambsmaybeweanedandtakentotheirownpastures.Inthepresentday,moreover,whenmuttonismuttonjustasmuchaswooliswool,theremustbemustersforgettingatthesheepforexport,(alsothefatlambs)andthestorewethers,forsaleand,expeditionstartsforthetops,spendingafewdaysofstrenuouseffort.Thesheepmaynotbeinthefirstbasins,andthepartyhastotrudgeonthroughthesnowatgreatlabour.Sometimesthereisdangeralso.Forinstancethesnowmaytakeitintoitsheadtoslide.Thepartyisatthemomentcross-ingthefaceofabasin,thesnowbreaksupallroundthemandcarriesthemdowntowardsthelowergroundatapacemoreexhilaratingthancomfortable.Duringthedescentyoumaygetuncomfortablysqueezedandforamoment,alltoolong,youareunderthedismalbeliefthatyouhavebeenflattenedout.Thereisatthesametimetheuncertaintyofthefortuneinfront.Youarebeingcarriedalongtobesimplydepositedonthebroadersmootherfacebelow,orisittobeyourfatetobehurledoveraprecipiceandsquashedbytheblocksoftonsweightgoingwithyoutothebitterend?Itisanawk-wardquestion,andthetimeforthinkingoutthepossibleanswerisnotpropitious,foryouarerolledoverandover,bigblocksofsnowpassingoveryouwithmajesticdisregardforyourfeelings.TheshoutsofyourcomradestolookoutforarockandthequerulousSHEEPATWATER.-ofsheep,thatsheepwouldneverbefoundinnumbersthere,towhichthesheeprepliedbyplantinghimselfinthecountrytotheextentofoverahundredmillions.InNewZealandthecountrywasnotbannedinasimilarfashion,butthefirstsettlerslefttheshoresoftheirnativecountrywithoutthefaintestideathattheymightaddtotheirprofitsextensivelysomedaythroughtheexpansivebusinessofrunholding.How-ever,theAustralianswhoheardofthesettlementandofthenatureofthecountryverysoonswarmedoverthelandandplacedapremiumonthesheepcountry.BeforemanymonthstheeastandnorthoftheSouthIslandwasentirelyparcelledoutamongrunholders.Therunlifewhichistobeseentothepresentday,inspiteofthevicissitudesofthebusinessaftersixtyyears,invariouspartsofbothIslandsisapleasantbreezylife,andatthepresenttimewhenwooliswool,asthesayingis,veryprofitable.Thetimehaspassedwhenitwasthegeneralbeliefthatitcanneverpaytodealwithsheepexceptiniftherunismanagedonup-to-datelines,forhavingtheewesalltogetherforthepurposeofculling,inordertokeepthebreedingstandarduptoahighlevel,andatallthesemusters,regularandirregular,theneighboursattendafterduenotificationtolookafterallpossiblewanderersfromtheirflocks.Takingtheyear'soperations,commencingwiththefallofthefirstsnowofthewinter,letusconsidertheworking.ItisaboutthebeginningofApril,thesheeparealluponthehighlands,andthefirstfallneververyseverehascaughtthem.Theyareinthebigbasinsofthemountain,thesnowistoodeeptopermitthemtocropthetussock,longasitisinthoseupperregions;nothingbutanarrowstripofsnowseparatesthemfromthelowerspursandthethickgrasswithwhichtheyarecovered.Buttheyseemincapableoftheeffortrequiredtoforcetheirwaythrough:itisevidentthatiflefttothemselvestheywillstaywheretheyareuntilthesnowmelts.Now,asthesnowmaynotmelttilltheendofthecomingwinter,theconsequencesmaybeveryserious.Allhandsarecalledandanyelpingofthedogsmakeadismalconcert.Suddenlyarockloomsupinfrontcloseby.Yougraspitfirmly,thesnowrollsawayandyouaresafeandpantingandshoutingoutwrinklestoyourfriends,whopresenttheappearanceofdarkheadedswimmersstrug-glingmthesurfoftheoceanastheyareborneonbytheslidingsnow,protesting.Atlastthepartyissafebyonemethodofescapeoranother;insomeinstancesmenarehelpedbytheirmatesattherightmoment,andtheoccasionishonouredwithasmokeafterwhichthepartyplodsalongasbefore,untilitgetstosheep.Herethemethodissimple:—thereareperhaps5,000sheepwaitingforrelease:youtakeadozen;thewholepartyattacksthemshouting,allthedogsbarkasifthesevensleepersweretheretobewaked,every-thingisdonetomakethesmalllotforcetheirwaythroughthesnow.Induecoursetheygetthroughsometenyards,andtheyarecompletelyexhausted.Youtakeanothersquadandrepeattheprocess,andsoon,untilthereisafairlylongpathwaytroddenbetweentwohighwallsofsnow.Atthisjuncturetheimprisoned5,000havegotthehangofthings,andbeforeyoucanrealiseittheyhaverushedintothenewmadepath.Thenyougetfreshstormingpartiessotospeak,andasthepathistroddenlongerandlongerbythistorcemajor,themildflockkeepscominggentlyandjoyfullyon,untilatlastthewayisclear,andthe5,000areatbreakfastspreadoutamongthetussocksofthelowerspurs.Thepartygoesquietlyontothenextbasin;andthatistheirworkdayafterdayuntilallthebasinsareclear.Some-timesitisnecessarytodividethehands,inwhichcasetheusualruleisthatneverthereshallbelessthantwoinaparty.Thereisonethingaboutthiswork:itissafetotakeitforgrantedthatthesheep,oncefree,willnotgobackintothehigherbasins,sothatwhentheheavyfallsofsnowcomelateronitisnotnecessarytorepeatthesearchofthebasins.Itisofgreatimportancetogetallthisdoneintime,becauseevenifthesheeparenotlost,longdelaysmeanprolongedstarvation,andprolongedstarvationmeansabreakinthewoolwhichbringsdownthepricefatally.Sometimesthereisabadyear.Thesnowcomesinabnormalquantitiesafterthefirstfall,andcoversthelowercountrywhichtheflockmasterusuallycountsonascertaintobefree:itishiswintercountry,aproportionofwhichmustgowitheveryrun.Theprovisionofthisproportionisthegreatdifficultyofthesubdivisionrenderedim-perativebythedemandsofanincreasingpopulationofsettlers.Whentheseabnor-malfallscomethereisatremendousloss.TwicetheMinisterofL,andshashadtocalluponParliamenttosanctionremissionsofthepastoralrents.Theselosseshaveonlargestationstotalledontheseoccasions,uptoveryhighfgures;inonecasetherewasrecordedalossof50,000asmaybeseeninthereportsoftheproceedingsoftheLandCom-mission.Itisagravequestionwhethersomeconcessionsarenotnecessarywherebythe.pastoraltenantsmaybeencouragedtogrowfeedinmildseasonstokeepthesheepaliveintheexceptionalvisitations.Alsothereisanagitationforpreventingover-stocking,aquestion1complicatedbytheprevalenceoftherabbitinmanyquarters.Thereisamongsomeobserversanimpressionthatitisthecold(whichisintenseenoughtokillcertainvarietiesoftimberwhichhavelastedthroughmanywinterseasonsintheuplands)notthewantoffeedwhichkillsthesheepatthesetimes.AHofwhichcircum-stancesmaketheproblemofdealingwiththeworstwintersinthesesouthernregionsmostAprili,1907.PROGRESS.214


