
sets up histent,andtakesouthisaxeandputsonasmanyotheraxemenashewantstoenablehimtodothepossibleinthewayofclearing.Theychopforawhile•whentheTherewasatimewhentheyusedtosayinIrelandthatitwasthepigthatpaidtherent.Inthiscolonythatneverwasasayingbecausethepigneverloomedlargeinthestatistics.ButifanyoneisinsearchoftheanimalthatdoespaytherentofNewZealandhewillfindhiminthefirstcolumnofstatisticshecomesacross.ThatcolumnwilltellhimthattheexportsofthecolonylastSeptemberwereseven-teenandahalfmillions,andthatofthatlargeaggregate,theoneitemwoolcontributednolessthan£6,650,193whiletheexportoffrozenmuttonaggregatedsome£2,000,000;sheepskinsfoundamodest£680,000andtheunprece-dentedsiusageskinswelledthecataloguebyasteady£55,000bringingtheaggregatecontributionofthesheepindustryuptonecilytenmillions,Thesheepthencon-tributesconsiderablyli'Orethanhalftheexportofthecolony;thi'sisofcourseagoodyearbutwemusttakethingsas1ndthem.Th?wooloftheflocksbulksupto150,765,2321b5.It'sthequantityshornoffthebacksofthetwentymillionsheepreturnedintheGovernmentr.cccunt.TheseroamthegreatmountainsoftheSouthandtheNorth,theywanderovertheplainsofthetwoIslands,theyfattenintherichpasturesandtheyevadediseaseinrecentlydrainedswampstheyspringupasifbymagicassoonastheforesthasbeencutdowninallitsglory.Bythewaythisupspringingofsheepontheashesoftheforestisoneofthemostremarkablethingsaboutthesheepindustry.Thesettlersecuresasectionintheusualwayatthepublicballotting;herepairsthither.betweentwelveandeighteenmonths.Thatistheperiodbetweenthefirstcutofthefall-ingaxe,andthereadinessofthegrassonthesiteofthedepartedforesttotakestock.TheaboveistheperiodintheAucklanddis-trict.IntheHawkesBaycountrytheperiodissometimesasshortastenmonths,inMarlboroughitcomesdowntonineoccasionally,butthegeneralaveragetobereckonedonisacceptedastwelvetofifteenmonths.Ofcoursethesheepdepasturedonthenewgrassunderthesecircumstancesdonotclipattheirfirstshearingwithalltheadvantagesofafirstclassclip;naturallythewoolisstainedblackandthefleecesaretorn,PROGRESS.Aprili,1907
CONVERGINGPOINTOFAMUSTERHILLSLOOKINGLIKERIDGESOrMOVINGWOOL.(SEEPAGE215)HOROR-\T\HOMESTEAD,THESS^TOrSIRJOHNH\LLTheWoolIndustryofNewZealand.(ILLUSTRATIONSBYCOURTESYOFNEWZEALANDDEPARTMENTOFAGRICULTURE)besidesbeingfulloftwigsandburrs.Stillabeginninghastobemadeandthelandiscarryingsheepaftertheclearanceofthetimber.Thepeoplewhocarryonthewoolindustryunderthesecircumstancesarethepioneersettlerswholivelaboriousdaysanddowithouttheluxuriesofcivilisation.Inthebeginningitwasnotso.ThepioneeroftheearlydaysintheSouthIslandcametoalandmarked,quotedandsignedforthecarryingofsheep.Thatwasnottheoriginalobjectofthepioneersettler.Hewasanexpectantagriculturistwhohadselectedasectioninthecountrynearsomecountrytown,likehissectioninthepapermapstage,andonarrivalhiseyeswereopenedbythewilder-nessallaroundhim.ThenthetalesoftheprosperityofthesquattersoftheAustralianCon-tinentreachedh'scars,andverysoonhesawrepresenta-tivesofthatenterprisingclassofmenridingroundhsbound-ariesanddisappearingintotheunknownbehindthestacksofmountainswlrchconstitutethesoutherninterior.Onecanhardlyblametheignoranceoftheearlysettlersinthefaceofthewell-knownfactthatsciencewassingularlyatfaultinthematter.ItisonrecordthatDarwindeclaredtheAustralianContinenttobesototallyunsuitedtothefeedingtimberisdowntheyburnthesame,and,theburnover,theysowgrassseedovertheashes.Ofcoursemuchdependsuponmanycircum-stances.Thesearethenatureoftheseason,wetordry,theconditionofthebush,fitforthefireorotherwise;and,aboveall,thetimeoftheyear.Butaftereveryallowanceforthesethingstheaveragetimebetweenaxeandgrassessetdownintheofficialguideat213


