
With GreatBritainattheheadofnavalenterprisewiththeDreadnought,andAmericapressingonwardswithafleetofthefirstclassatacommendablerate,whichhasalreadyachievedthepositionofOysterBayasabovedescribed,itmaybelongbeforetheYellowPerilwillbeadangertomakethewesttremble.Fortherest,weseeinthisreviewmanythingsopeningoutwithpromise.AttheheadofthemstandsthePanamaCanal,whichhasto-dayrisensuperiortothedisastersofspeculativefinance,andstandsonthefirmbasisofaprojectdefinitelyout-linedandfullyshapedtotheutmostpointofdetail,an85feethigh-levellock-and-lakecanal.Americansagacityhasplacedthecanalprojectonthisbasis,andmaybetrustedtosupervisetheconstructionwithadequateshrewdness.Whentheconsequentdevelopmentofmaritimetradesweepsusintoitsvastnet,irrigationschemesonthelinestreatedinthisreviewoftheyear'soperationswillenablethiscountrytokeeppacewithvastlyincreasedproduceofeverykind.Acheaperlightstaresusinthefacethankstothemetallicfilamentssomuchdiscussed"inlatefiles.TheelectrificationoftherailwaysofNewYorkcontainsthegermoftheelectrific-ationofallrailroadtransit.ThisisimportantinviewofthestatementofPresidentRoose-velttheotherdaythattherailroadsystemofAmericavastasitis,hasabsolutelybrokendownsofarasitsprimarydutyisconcerned,ofcarryingtheproductsofthecountrytoandfro.Inthisconnectionthereappearsloomingtheshadowoftheproblemofstateownership,aproblemsolvedlongagobythesecolonieswiththeverybestresultsasguidestothepracticeofthegreatworld.Inautomobilismthemarchofprogressappearstohavebeenconfinedtodetailsratherthanprinciples.Thestrikingdevel-opmentherehasbeentheextensionoftheuseoftheoilenginetoadegreethatwillprobablybefoundtoberevolutionaryofexistingmethods.Withthedevelopmentofthatusefulmaterialferro-concrete,weconcludethisrefer-encetotheachievementsoftheyear.Itisamaterialwhichseemsdestinedtoforceitselftothefrontineverylineofbuilding,andapparentlyispreparedtogiveinreturnforthisprefermentasystemofbuildingsproofagainstthegreatenemiesofthebuilder,earth-quakeandfire.Shouldthatpromisebereal-ised,theprogressof1906willmarkitsyearwithaspecialmarkinthehistoricrecord.lythatthebrothershaveflownslightlyfurtherthan25milesonaflightthatwasendedonlybythefailureofthefuelcarried.Thisisinformationoftheutmostimportance,whichseemstojustifythestatementoftheScientificAmencanthatifthemachinewhichthebrothershaveinhandforthepurposeofflying500milesintenhours*withonepersonaboard,turnsoutaccordingtoex-pectations,theywillbeentitledtothesamepositionwithregardtoaviationasisheld1byStephenson,Fulton,andEdisonintheengineeringdevelopmentswithwhichtheirnamesareconnected.ItisapleasantsurprisetomostofusthattheCape-to-CairoRailway,oneofthemostimperishableofthemanymonumentstothememoryofCecilRhodes,isnowwithin400milesofcompletion.ItwillatthesametimedampsomeBritishardourtolearnthat,inthepresentstateofelectricknowledge,thereisnottheremotestchanceoftheprofitableresultexpectedbyamightydirectoratefortheZambesiFallspowerscheme.ButitseemsimpossibletoanswertheshrewdAmericanstatementthatifitdoesnotpaytotakepowerfromNiagaratoNewYorkitcannotpaytotakeitfromtheZambesitoCapeTownorJohannesberg,twiceasfar.Thenationalpridewillbegladtoread,onAmericanauthoritythattheNavalsupremacyofBritainhasbeenmorethanmaintainedbyrecentresultsofBritishenterpriseofwhichthemostmarkedistheunparalleledsuccessoftheDreadnought,firstofthebattle-shipsoftheworld.AllthemoresoastheunexpectednewsisaddedofthesecuringbytheBritishAdmiralityoftheswiftesttypeoftorpedocraftyetinvented:theinventionofthecelebratedBritishhouse,letusadd,ofYarrow,ofLondon.ThenameoftheJapaneseDreadnought,theSatsuma,loomsacrosstherecordwithasomewhatsinisterglare,inthelightoftherecenttroubleabouttheCalifornianschools.ItremindsusthattheYellowPerilisclosinguponthewest,gatheringstrengthwiththeincreasingeffic-iencyoftheeasternnation.ItisreassuringtoreadinthisconnectionthatthemusteroftheUnitedStatesNavyatOysterBaylateintheyearwasequalinefficiencytothecombinedstrengthofJapanandRussiabeforethegreatwarinwhichthenavalpowerofthelatterwastotallyblottedout.WELLINGTON,N.Z.,APRILi,1907.Voi,.II.—No.6.Monthly.][Price:6dPerCopy;6/6PerAnnumposted,orinadvance5/-EngineeringProgressin1906.RlsewhereweprintfromanAmericanjournalabriefandinformingreviewoftheengineeringworkoftheyear1906.Thechiefitemsconcernwatersupply,irrigation,aeronautics,automobiling.andtheelectriclight:allofwhichhavebeenextensivelyreferredtoinourcolumnsfromtimetotimeduringtheyear.Wehavethereforenotmuchtoaddtotheverycapablereview,excepttoexpressourgratificationthatonthesesubjectsourownconclusionsareborneoutbythoseofourdistinguishedandcapablecontemporary.Inonerespectthesegoslightlyfurtherthanours.WerefertothepositionheldbythebrothersWrightinthedevelopmentofthepracticeofaviation.InoursummaryofthematterinJanuarylastwreassignedtheseexperimentersafore-mostplace,indicatingatthesametimethattheirmethodsweresoremarkablythoroughthatitwouldnotbesurprisingtoseethemycarryofftheprizeforultimatesuccesswhat-everitmightbeOurconclusions,weresupportedbytheannouncementthatthebro-thershadflownaboutthesamedistanceasSantosDumontandunderthesamecondi-tions.Itisinteresting,bytheway,tobeabletoaddherethatthereportsofthewitnesses—veryfewtheywere—ofthefeatofthebro-thers,wereverifiedbytheScientificAmericanthroughthemediumofpersonalenquiry.ThegreatAmericanjournaladdsanewfact:name-EDITORIALCOMMENT.PROGRESSWithwhichisIncorporatedTHESCIENTIFICNEWZEALANDER.ProgressWithwhichisIncorporatedZbcScientificflewZtealan&er.PublishedMonthlybyBaldwin<S-Rayward,PatentAttorneys,71LambtonQuay,Wellington,N.Z.ProgresswillbemailedregularlyeverymonthtoanyaddressinthecolonyonprepaymentoftheAnnualSubscription—6/6perannumposted,ormadvance,5/-ToAustraliaorUmtedKingdom,5/6inadvance.******Allcommunicationstobeaddressed:"TheEditor,Progress,ProgressBuildings,Cubastreet,Welling-ton."Telephone2234.******Incaseofchangeinaddress,orirregularityofthispapers'sdelivery,subscribersshouldsendimmediatenotice.


