
A.ANDT.BURT'SDUNEDINANDWELLINGTONESTABLISHMENTSTO-DAYA.ANDT.BURT'SFIRSTOFFICEANDWORKSINDUNEDININTHE"SIXTIES."Theiron-workingandkindredtradesofNewZealandarecloselyalliedwiththetrendofeventswhichhasbroughtourcolonyintothefrontrankofBritain'soverseapossessions.ProminentlyplacedamongsttheenterprisingfirmswhichhavelentindividualweighttoourprogressisthebusinessofMessrs.A.&T.Burt,Ltd.,whoseheadofficeisatDunedin,andthefollowingaccountofthislargeestablishmentcannotfailtobeofinteresttoourreaders.Mr.A.Burtandhislatebrotherstartedbusinessin1862asplumbersandgasfitters,mtheOctagon,Dunedin.Theirshopthenwasonly18'xl2,andasDunedingrewlarger,soinproportiongrewMessrs.BurtBrothers'businessAfterenlargingtheirsmallshopseveraltimes,untilitbecameamatterofimpossibilitytoproperlytransacttheincreasingbusiness,theoldfirmdecidedtobuyanothersectionin1866andbuildafoundrythereon.ThesitechosenwasinPrincesstreet,wheretheofficeoftheEveningStarnowstands.Fromthistime,upto1871,manynewindustries•wereaddedtothebusinessandattheendofthelatteryearthepioneers'nameforgoodworkhadspreadnotonlyinOtago,buttoallpartsofNewZealand—evenasfarnorthasAuckland.In1871severalimportantcontractsweretakenbythefirm,andtheyagainfounditnecessarytoenlargetheirpremises.TheymanagedtosecureapieceofthelateMr.GeorgeMatthews'sgardenattherearoftheirownfoundry,andonthissitelargeadditionsweremadetotheworkshops,andthefirmtookitsplaceamongsttheleadingironandbrassworkersoftheAustralasiancolonies.WhilstMessrs.BurtwereoccupyingthepremisesinPrincesstreetandMorayplace,theywereentrustedwithseveralimportantcontracts,notablythewholeoftheplantfortheNewZealandDistillery,aswellasmachineryforseverallargemeat-pre-servingworks.In1875thebusinesshadsoincreasedthatitwasagainnecessarytolookoutforfreshquarters.ThistimeasitewasfoundbetweenCumberlandandCastlestreets,halfanacrewassecured,andinaveryshorttimethewholeofthisgroundwascoveredwiththefoundryandworkshops.ForalittlewhilelongertheoldpremisesinPrincesstreetwereusedasawarehouse,butin1877theywerefoundtobetoosmallforthenecessaryrequirements;soathree-storybrickwarehouse,coveringaquarterofanacreofground,wasbuiltatthecornerofStuartandCumberlandstreets.OurIndustries:No.9.A.&T.BURT,Ltd.Closeby,inlessthantwenty-threeyears,oneofthelargestoftheAustralasianfoundrieshassprungupfromalittlewoodenshop.Ofcourse,alltheseadditionsandimprovementswerenotmadeforshow,andtheworkhashadtokeeppacewiththesizeofthebuildings.Fromtimetotimethevariousbranchesofthebusinesshaveincreasedindimensions,andassoonasanyim-portantlabour-savingmachineryappearedonthemarket,itwasatonceadopted.Thebusiness,atoneperiodcarriedonbytheOtagoFoundryCo.,inCumberlandstreet,hasbeenacquiredbyMessrs.Burt,whoalsooccupythepremisesformerlyusedbytheDunedinEngin-eeringCo,Castlestreet.Additionalgroundwasinduecoursepurchasedoppositetheworks,wheretheplumbingandcoppersmithbusinessisnowcarriedonexclusively,sothat,altogether,theworksandwarehousepremisesnowoccupyfiveacresinDunedin.In1897thefirmwasregisteredasalimitedliabilitycompany,andnominallyaprivatecompany,whichhassincecarriedonthebusinessunderthetitleofA.&T.Burt,Limited,anditfurtherenlargeditssphereofoperationsbyopeningextensivebranchesinWellington,Chnstchurch,andInvercargill.In1903stillfurtheradditionwasmadetotheCom-pany'sbusinessbythepurchaseofthefoundryandwarehouseofDunn,Smith&Co.,situated111Customstreet,Auckland.ThisportionofthebusinessiscarriedonunderthemanagementofMr.AlexanderBurt,junr.,andtheCompanyundertakesshiprepairsandmanufacturingworkonasimilar,thoughsmaller,scalethanthepresentworksmDunedin.AttheDunedinworksMessrs.Burtcarryonsomesixteendifferentbranchesofthemetalmanufacturingtrades,andturnoutabout75%ofthegoodsstockedattheirDunedinwarehouseandotherbranches.ThemainentranceisfromStuartstreet,andthevisitoratonceenterstheselling-department.Heremostoftheshelfgoodsarekept,andanefficientstafflooksaftertherequirementsofclients.AlongtheCumberlandstreetsideisthemainofficeaccommodation.Thethreeflatsarecon-nectedwithahydrauliclift,whichwasmanu-facturedanderectedbytheworkshopstaff.Onthesecondflatmostlygasfittingsandrubbergoodsarestoredinbulk.HalfoftinsNovemberi,1906.PROGRESS.8


