
THEWALLACESTREETWORKSATTHEPRESENTDAY.
Septemberi,1906.PROGRESS.pipesuptotwenty-fourinchesindiameter(thelargestmadeinthecolony)anditcanbeworkedbyeithersteamorhydraulicpower.Oftheselargepipesthismachinecanturnout20inanhour.Thereisalsoanotherpipe-machinewherein100twelve-inchpipescanbemademsixtyminutes.ItisinterestingtonotethatMr.Hutsonwasthefirsttointroducetherollerprinciplembrick-makingmachines.HehadballbearingssentfromAmerica,buttheyprovedineffective,andtheFirmisnowusingrollerbearings.Ontheupperfloor,immediatelyoverthebrick-makmgsection,isadepart-mentdevotedtothemanufactureofpotteryandsanitarylinesinplaster-of-Pansmoulds.Thearticlesheremadeincludechimneypots,gullytrapsandlikemanufactures.Themainpotterysectionisatthesouthernendofthebuildings,andisseparatedfromthebrickandtiledepart-thepugmillandafterwardsintothemachines.Fromthebrickmachinethemouldedarticlesinplasticformpassacrossrollstothecuttingmachinewhichdeliversninebricksatatime,and,asbeforerelated,thechiefmachinesturnoutnolessthan2,000anhour.Themanufactureofthepipesisastillmoreinterestingstudy,foritisamazingtoseelargesix-inchpipesmadeinafewseconds.Wecarefullynotedthetime,andobservedthat,discountingpreliminaryworkanddelivery,theactualprocessofmakingthesepipestakesabouteightseconds,whilsttheinclusionoftheformeronlybungsthetimeoccupieduptofifteenseconds,sothatthemachinereallyturnsoutabout2406-inchpipesperhour,orabout3604-inchpipesinthesametime.Thenextprocessisthatofdrying,andthencomesthefinaloneofburning.ThereisdryingTHESIZEOFTHEWALLACESTREETWORKSWHENMR.HUTSONTOOKTHEMOVERINNOVEMBER,tBQ2Theexpansionofourindustriesandmanufactoriesisthebestevidencethatthetrueandlastingpros-perityofthiscolonyisassured.Whenitcanbeshownthatlocallymanufacturedarticles—forthesupplyofwhichwewereoncedependentonimportation—areoustingtheforeignarticle,andmakinganameforthemselvesfortheirquality,durabilityandcheapness,itisamatterforcon-gratulation.Innolocalbranchofindustrycantheawakeningofthepublictothefinancialgaminsupportingourfellow-colonistsbebettershownthaninthebusinessofMessrs.PeterHutson&Co.,whosereputeasmanufacturersofpottery,bricksandtileshasarisentosuchanextentastohavekepttheWellingtonworksbusynightanddaysince1901.Inalittlebeginningliesthefoundationofmostgreatenterprises,andthisistrueoftheindustrynowundertheconsiderationofProgress,anindustrywhichwasoriginallyestablishedaboutthirty-fouryearsago.FifteenyearsagotheworksweretakenoverbyMr.Hutson.Theywerethenuponaveryprimitivescale.Therewereonlyonebrickmachineandthreesmallkilns;potterywasunheardofintheestablishment;andtocarryouttheworkonlyelevenemployeeswerenecessary.TheworksthenstoodaloneinthatpartofWelling-ton;therewasonevillamthebackground,andthehillswerebareofhabitation.Five4yearssawaremarkablechange.Themachinerywasgreatlyincreased,buildingshadgoneupwhereopengroundwasbefore,andinthevicinitysignsofsettlementhadappeared.Therewerethenthirtymenemployed;andasyetmanypartsoftheestablishmentpresentedtheappearanceofbroken-downtenements,ormereprimitiveshedding.Aleapoftenyearsbringsthereadertothepresenttime,whenthebuildings,includinghandsomebrickofficesandstorerooms,neatlyandsubstanti-allyconstructeddryingandmodellingrooms,largebrickkilns,etc.,makeanimposingshowcoveringatotalareaofanacreandahalfofground.AtthetimeMr.Hutsontookoverthefactoryitpossessedonlyonesmallhandpipemachine,andonepugmill.Nowtherearethreepipemachines,someofthemoftremendouscapacity,andtheprincipalplasticbrick-makingmachinesarecapableofturningout2,000bricksanhour,whilstanothermakes1,200anhour.Theprincipleofconstructionissimple,andyetithastakenmanyyearsoflabourandthoughttobringbrick-makingtoitspresentpitchofperfection.Itisinterestingtomentionthatmanyimprovementsandingeniouscontrivanceshavebeenintroducedintothemanu-facturebyMr.Hutsonhimself,andthathehasbeenthroughouthisownengineerandarchitect,designingthewholeofthebuildingsandplant.Togivebrieflyanideaoftheprocessfollowedwemusttakethereaderfirstinimaginationtwomilesdistantfromthefactory,wheretheCompanyhasaconsiderableareaofgroundwhichisutilisedtoprocuretheclayorrawmaterialforbrickandpipemaking.Nolessthantenteamsareconstantlyemployedinconveyingtheclayfromthepitstothefactoryanddeliveringthegoodstocus-tomers,etc.EnteringthepremisesbyawideroadwayfromWallacestreet,theclaysaredepositedintwodistinctsections,oneforthepipeclayandtheotherforthebrickclay.Herethematerialissoakedandmatured,afterwhichitpassesintospacealloverthebuilding,andthemamdryingfloorisscientificallyarrangedtoadmitanyquantityofairfromanydirectionrequired.ItmaybehereremarkedthatMr.Hutsondevisedanideawhichhassincebeentakenupbypotterymanu-facturersinGermany.Thisconsistsintheintro-ductionofrevolvingshuttersonthe"weather"sideofthedryingroom,whichhaveprovedofimmensevalue.Shuttersoneverysideandmtheroofarecapableofbeingopenedandclosedmaveryshorttimeinordertoadmitorshutouttheairasdesired.Fortheburningprocesstherearefourlargebrick-builtkilns,ofgreatsubstanti-alityandthickness.Theyareconstructedonthedown-draughtsystem,andthreeofthemareequippedwithtenfurnaces,whilstthefourth,whichisthenewestandlargest,hastwelve.Thislastkilniscapableofaccommodating30000bricks.Thebrick-and-tile-makingplantincludesonemachinewhichshouldnotbepassedwithoutnotice.ThisisalargepipemachinewhichturnsouttheOurIndustries:No.7.P.Huston&Co.Ltd.Wellington.312


