
undertheauspicesofMr.Brydone,thegeneralmanageroftheCompany,intheShaw,SavillCo.'sshipDunedinfromPortChalmers,thevesselbeingfittedwithaBell-Colemanmachine.ThesuccessofthisshipmentgavethesignalforthealmostsimultaneouserectionoffreezingworksinDunedin,Chnstchurch,Wellington,AucklandandNapier;andfromthattimethehistoryofthetradehasbeenonecontinuedadvance,withscarcelyacheck.Attheyearending30thJune,1906,thefrozen-meatexportfromNewZealandamountedtoup-wardsof519,867carcasesofmuttonandlamb.Thefollowingisacomparativetableshowingthereturnsbetweentheexportoffrozenmeatin1905and1906\u25a0—HUDDART,PARKERANDCO.'SNEWSTEAMERRIVERINA,4,758TONS,BUILTIN1905BYSIRJAMESIAINGandsons,sunderland.PhotosuppliedbyMessrs.Huddart,Parker&Co.Earlyin1883theUnionS.S.Co.embarkedintheMelbourne-Fijitrade,takingoverthesteamerSuva.Itwasfound,however,thatalargeranddifferentconstructionofboatwasneededfortherequirementsoftheIslandservice,and,astradedeveloped,steamersineverywayadaptedtotheneedsofthetradewereplacedintheservice,andatthepresentdaymagnificentvesselslikethetwin-screwNavuaandAtua,andtheconvertedManapouricarryonthetrade.Theonlyfurtheradditiontothefleetin1883wastheTakapuna.In1885theUnionCo.addedtotheirfleettheOhau,anotherTaupo,Tekapo,andthesplendidMararoa.InthesameyeartheCompanytookoverthebus-inessandplantofaWellingtonCompanyknownastheBlackDiamondLine,engagedinthecarriageofcoalsfromtheWestCoastoftheSouthIsland.Thispurchasecomprisedfivesmallsteamers—Mawhera,Koranui,Grafton,ManawatuandMaitai.ShortlyafterwardstheCompanytookoverfromtheWestportCompanythreecolliers,theWareatea,KawatinandOrowaiti.InthesameyearthefleetwasincreasedbytheKanieriandWainui.In1887thePukakimadeherappearance,andmthefollowingyeartheCompanytookoverfromtheoriginalowners,thesteamersBrunner,Oreti,andMaori.LaterontheRosamond,ausefulcollierstilldoinggoodwork,waspurchased,whilein1889thefleetwasincreasedbytheTaieri,lateCairntoul.In1890thefleetwasstrengthenedbythepur-chaseoftheDingadee,BanksPeninsula,andMonowai.In1891amostimportantstepwastakenbythedirectorsmthepurchaseoftheplantandbusinessoftheTasmanianSteamNavigationCompany.Thepropertyacquiredcomprisedeightsteamers,theTalune,Oonah,Pateena,Flinders,Mangana,Flora,Moreton,andCorinna,Thefleetwasfur-therincreasedbytheTaviuni,Ovalau,Rotokino,JanetNicollandUpolu,thelatterasteamerspeci-allybuiltforthedevelopmentoftradewiththeSouthSeaIslands.Thenfollowedforashortperiod,anabatementoftheextensivebuildingprogrammewhichtheUnionCo.hadputintoeffectsinceitsinception.WiththeadventoftheMoanathisCo.adoptedanewstyleofshipwhichhasdominatedtheconstruc-tionofitsmodernfleet.Althoughthesenewvesselshavesucceededoneanotherrightuptothetimeoftheturbme-propelledMaheno—thatacmeofperfectioninmodernsteamshipconstruction—

FrozenMeatTrade.Nofloweryspeechisnecessarymintroducingthesubjectofanindustrywhichhasdeveloped\u25a0withsuchextraordinaryrapidity,andattainedsuchmagnitude,astheexportoffrozenmeatfromNewZealand.Thisindustry,startedbythesettlers(whothem-selvesformedtheoriginalfreezingcompanies)hasattaineditspresentdimensionsbytheaidofprivate,enterprisealone,andtoitthesplendidfleetsofsteamersnowtradingbetweenEnglandandNewZealandmaybesaidinagreatmeasuretoowetheirexistence.TheintroductionofmeatintotheLondonmarketinafrozenstatecanhardlybesaidtohaveadvancedbeyondtheexperimentalstageuntil1881,inwhichyearupwardsof17,000carcasesoffrozenmuttonweredeliveredinLondonfromAustralia,aswellasalimitedquantityofbeef.Ofthisquantityonlyone-thirdarrivedingoodcondition,anotherthirdbeingdescribedasirregularmconditionwhilethebalancewasunsatisfactory.NomorefrozenmeatwasexportedfromNewZealandinthisyear,butin1882twoshipmentsweremade,comprisingalittleunder9,000carcases,whichreachedEnglandingoodorder.In1883nearly130,000carcasesofmuttonandasmallquantityofbeefwereshippedfromNewZealand,whileonlyabouthalfasmuchwasshippedfromAus-tralia.I*ThefirstshipmentfromNewZealandwasmadebytheNewZealandandAustralianLandCompany,damageontheoccasionofoneortwomishaps;afactwhichledtoarevolutioninshipbuilding—mildsteelbeingnowuniversallyusedinthecon-structionofsteamers.In1880theIeAnau,oftheUnionCo.'sincreasingfleetarrived,andshortlyafterhercametheHero.InsuccessionfollowedfromMessrs.Denny'syard,in1882,theManapouri,Mahinapua,Wairarapa,Omapere,Haurotoand,in1883,theTaraweraandWaihora.Afterthearrivalofthesesteamers,theWellington,LadybirdandAlbionweredisposedof.WiththeideaofdevelopingaremunerativetradewiththeSouthSeaIslands,thedirectorspurchased,in1881.theSouthernCross,andspeedilyreplacedherbyalargerandbetterstyleofboat.Earlyin1881theNorthernShipCompanywasformed,itsfleetconsistingofeightorninesmallsteamers.ThetradeoftheCompanyisnowconfinedtothenorthernportionoftheNorthIsland,thecoastlineofwhichisstuddedwithfineharboursofferingeveryfacilityforshippingoperations.OneoftheearliestacquisitionsoftheCompanywastheS.S.Wellington,purchasedfromtheUnionCo.,whohademployedherinthecoastaltradebetweenAucklandandPortChalmers.Capt.Alex.McGregorwasthefirstmanagingdirector,andhewassucceededm1888byMr.CharlesRanson,whostillholdstheofficeofmanager.UnderhismanagementtheCompanyhasmadegreatprogress,severalsmallcompanieshavingbeenabsorbed,newsteamersbuiltandtheCom-pany'soperationsextendedinvariousdirections.Thefleetnowcomprises27steamers,thelargestbeingtheRarawa,avesselof1100tons,builtatDundee,andengagedmtheservicebetweenOne-hungaandNewPlymouth.Forsomeyearspast,adividendof7%perannumhasbeenpaid;theCo.'sstockbeingregardedasaverysafeinvest-ment.TheCompanyenjoystheconfidenceofmerchantsandthetravellingpublicandhasalwaystakenanexceptionalinterestinthedevelopmentofthedistrictstowhichittrades.Septemberi,1906PROGRESS.InaugurationofRegularMailService.In1883theNewZealandShippingCo.institutedaregularsteamservicetoandfromLondon,andtheBritishKing,3,559tons,wasspeciallycharteredforthepurpose.This,theinitialsteamer,leftLondonon25thJanuaryoftheyearmentionedandwasfollowedbytheBritishQueen,3,558tons.ThentheoldCatalonia,oftheCunardLine,followedundertheauspicesoftheShippingCo.,andtogivesomeideaofthecostentailedinprovidingthecolonywithasteamservice,weshouldmentionthatonthefirstvoyageofthatsteamerherchar-terersweremulcted111thesumof—anenormouslossconsideringthecapacityofthe"oldtimers"andthedisproportionateduesrulingmtheirday.TheCompany,havingdecidedtobuildsteamersofitsown,placedanorderwithJohnElderandCo,ofGlasgow,forfivepassengersteamers,butuntilthesewereavailabletheCompanycharteredtheWhiteStarlinerslonic,4,753tons,andDoric,4744tons,thenonthestocks.Aregularservicewaskeptrunningbytheabovementionedsteamers,untilthefirstoftheCompanysownsteam-shipswasready.Thiswasaccomplishedbythess.Tonganro,4,163tons,arrivinginthecolonyon11HiDecember,1883,andbeingfollowedbytheAorangi,Ruapehu,Rimutaka,andKaikouraThesesteamersarenow,however,alloutofthepresentservice,(allexceptonehavingbeensoldtootherowners)butthedirectors,recognisingthefavourablerepu-tationsthesteamersearnedforthemselves,havedecidedtoretainthenamesmtheCompany,andconsequentlythesteamersnowrunning,although302recentlybuilt,bearnamesthatwillappealtomanyoftheearlysettlersinthecolony.AcomparisonoftheoldandnewfleetsofthpNewZealandShippingCo.:—:—1905,at30thJune.Cwts.Value.£FrozenBeef....15,86715,475Frozenmutton..75.865111,889Legsandpieces..1.8942.895Frozenlamb..70,707135,6021906,at30thJune.Cwts.Value.£\u25a0Frozenbeef....41,74349.977Frozenmutton..101,074136065Legsandpieces..4,2145.654Frozenlamb..96,406166,114Excessinvalueoffrozen-meatexportovertheyear1905,£S1,939.1886.SailingShtps.Hurunui......1012TonsReg.Mataura......863\u0084Opawa......1076„Oran......ionOtaki......1014\u0084Pareora......879Piako......1075\u0084\u0084Rakaia......1022Rangitiki......1188Turakina......1189..Waikato......1021\u0084\u0084Waimate....1124Waimea......848\u0084\u0084Waipa......1017Wairoa......10115\u0084\u0084Waitangi......1128Wanganui....1077..>,Steamers.Aorangi4163TonsReg.Kaikoura......4474\u0084Rimutaka....4473Ruapehu......4163Tongariro......416338,985Tonsin18861906.Kaikoura..6998TonsReg.TwinScrewKaipara..7392\u0084\u0084TwinScrewOrari....8000\u0084\u0084TwinScrewPapanui..6582\u0084Paparoa..6563\u0084\u0084TwinScrewRakaia..5628Rimutaka..7765\u0084,TwinScrewRuapehu..7801\u0084\u0084TwinScrewTongariro..7600\u0084\u0084TwinScrewTurakina..8210\u0084\u0084TwinScrewWaimate..5610Wakanui..5824Whakatane..5902Building,TwinScrew..8000\u008497,875Tonsin1906.1905,at30thJune.Cwts.Value.£FrozenBeef....15,86715,475Frozenmutton..75.865111,889Legsandpieces..1.8942.895Frozenlamb..70,707135,6021906,at30thJune.Cwts.Value.£\u25a0Frozenbeef....41,74349.977Frozenmutton..101,074136065Legsandpieces..4,2145.654Frozenlamb..96,406166,114Excessinvalueoffrozen-meatexportovertheyear1905,£S1,939.1886.SailingShtps.Hurunui......1012TonsReg.Mataura......863\u0084Opawa......1076„Oran......ionOtaki......1014\u0084Pareora......879Piako......1075\u0084\u0084Rakaia......1022Rangitiki......1188Turakina......1189..Waikato......1021\u0084\u0084Waimate....1124Waimea......848\u0084\u0084Waipa......1017Wairoa......10115\u0084\u0084Waitangi......1128Wanganui....1077..>,Steamers.Aorangi4163TonsReg.Kaikoura......4474\u0084Rimutaka....4473Ruapehu......4163Tongariro......416338,985Tonsin18861906.Kaikoura..6998TonsReg.TwinScrewKaipara..7392\u0084\u0084TwinScrewOrari....8000\u0084\u0084TwinScrewPapanui..6582\u0084Paparoa..6563\u0084\u0084TwinScrewRakaia..5628Rimutaka..7765\u0084,TwinScrewRuapehu..7801\u0084\u0084TwinScrewTongariro..7600\u0084\u0084TwinScrewTurakina..8210\u0084\u0084TwinScrewWaimate..5610Wakanui..5824Whakatane..5902Building,TwinScrew..8000\u008497,875Tonsin1906.


