
IfweweretoaskanyNewZealanderlongresidentinthecolonywhatshippingcompanyloomedlargestinhismindmthemiddle"sixties,"hewouldundoubtedlysaythePanamaCompany,whichwasmauguiatedwithEnglishcapitalm1865ThefinestshipsoftheCompanywereemployedinrunningfromSydneytoWellingtonthencetoPanama,andafterwardsreturningtoAustraliabythesameroute.Somereallyfinesteamerswereemployedintherun,viz.—Ruahine,Rakaia,Mataura,andKaikoura—eachofover3,000tons.ThesevesselsmustnetbeconfusedwiththeAmer-icanlinewhichranthepaddlesteamersNebiaskaandNevadatoPanamaataboutthesametime.TheintercolonialserviceofthePanamaCo.wascarriedoutbytheTararua,Otago,Rangitoto,Auckland,ClaudHamilton,Egmont,Phoebe,LordAshley,LordWellesleyandVictory.ThetwolastnamedwereshipsacquiredfromtheoldColemanCompany.Afterashortandeventfulcareerofaboutfouryears,thePanamaCo.wentintoliquidation,theirshipsbeingmostlysoldtotheUnionCo.Inpassing,itistobenotedthatthetwoamal-gamatedcompanieswhichnowformtheformid-ableorganisationoftheShaw,SavillandAlbionCo.,Ltdhadaprofitableinnings"inthegoodoldtimes,"yettheycarriedoutthetraditionsextendedtoportsoftheMiddleIslandThesteamerstakenoverconsistedoftheMaori,asmallvesselof174tensregister,whichmademonthly-tripsfromDunedmroundtheMiddleIsland,callingattheBlufit,Martin'sandJackson'sbays,Hokitika,Greymouth,Westport,Nelson,andLyttelton;theBeautifulStar,146tons,andBruce,460tons,bothofwhichtradedbetweenDunedin,Akaroa,Timaru,andLyttelton—eachboatmakingonetripperweek.InadditiontotheseweretwosteamerswhichhadbeenorderedfromWm.Denny&Bros,afewmonthspreviouslymviewofe\tendingtheCompany'soperationstotheNorthIslandThesesteamers,insize,speed,andaccommodation,wereofaclassfarmadvanceofanythingemployedinthecoastaltradeofthecolonyandtheirarrivalmNewZealandhadbeenlookedforwardtowithgreatinterestbythepublic,manyofwhomwereoftheopinionthatthedirectorsoftheCompanywereover-sanguineinanticipatingremunerativeemploymentforboatsofwhatthenappearedtobesuchexcessivetonnage—720tonsgrossregistereachThefirsttoarrivewastheHawea,whichreachedPortChalmersonthe10thJune,1875,an<3shewasfollowedbyhersistership,theTaupoon2ndJuly.Theseatoncetookuptheirrunning111thenewtrade,eachmakingafortnightlytripfromDunedmtoOnehungacharacteristicsofEnglishboldnessandexpansion,backedupbyScotch"cannmess"ofadministra-tionandcontrol.Themostcelebratedsteamersofthelme,theArawaandTainui,werebuiltspeci-allyfortheCompanybyWm.Denny&Bros.,ofDumbarton,andwereexpresslydesignedforthecolonialtradeItwouldbeeasytooccupycolumnswithdetailsoftheseoldships,thestrengthoftheirenginestheirsurpassingspeedandequiva-lentsafety,theluxuryofthesaloonsstate-roomsandcabins,andtheefficiencyoftheinteriorappli-ances;letitsufficetostateherethatthevesselsoftheShaw,Savill&AlbionCointhosedaysweresecondtononeineveryappurtenanceforcomfort,celerityandsecurityTheArawa,asalreadyshownbyMrBullen,hasmadethefastesthome-wardpassageonrecordButwearedigressing.In1869certainmerchantsinAucklandthoughtthetimehadarrivedforthemtoforma"ColonialShippingCo'andrunvesselsbetweenNewZealandandtheUnitedKingdombutthei^wereunsuccessful;anditwasnotuntil1872thatmerchantsinChnstchurchformedthenowuniversallyknownNewZealandShippingCoThisconcernwasfoundedinDecemberofthatyearfortheexpresspurposeofopeninguparegularcommunicationbetweenNewZealandandtheUnitedKingdomBusinessfirststartedTHEENDOr\FAMOUSNEWZEA.LANDWHVLERTHECHANCEHIGH\NDDRY.THISOLDSHIP"MADEABETTERINCOMEFORHERFORTUNATEOWNERSTHANANYOFTHESHOWY,SWIFTCOASTINGSTEAMERS"OFHERDAYPhotosuppliedbyAir.FGLayton.oftheirrespectivefoundersbyconstantlykeepingthemselvesabreastofthechangingconditionsofexpandingtradeandadvancingscience.Somehoworother,asanewhomeforEnglish-menandScotchmen,NewZealandpossessesat-tractionswhichAustralia,withheramazingprogressandvastterritory,canhardlyboast.Thereisfirsttheinsularity,andthenthecompactnessofourcolonytocharmtheemigrantwithremin-iscencesofhome,andto-daytheoceanisovercastwiththesmokeoftheshipswhichdoEnglandspassengerandfreightbusinessmAntipodeanwaters.Itwasunderverydifferentconditions,however,thattheShaw,SavillCompanyfirstconfronted,fortyyearsago,theproblemofsupplyingcom-municationbetweenGreatBritainandhersemi-savageappanageinthePacificSeas.WhentheShaw,SavillCo.madetheirfirstexperimentintheregulardespatchofvesselstheaveragenumberofshipsdidnotexceedfifteenayear,andthesewereonlysailingshipsof600to800tonsregister;whilethevoyageusuallyoccupiedfromfourtofivemonths,asagainst80to90daysfortheirlatersailers,and40to45daysfortheirsteamers.TheAlbionCompanywerealsoaveryoldfirminthetrade;what,therefore,morenaturalthanthat,whenin1883thingsintheshippinglineweregoingaheadbyleapsandbounds,thetwooldhousesshouldlaytheirheadstogetherforthepur-poseofformingacombinationwhichwouldrepre-senteveryelementofstrength,bothasregardslongestablishmentandmodernadaptability.TheunitedCompanynolongerdespatcharegularsuccessionofsailingships,butthemamresultofthecombinationhasbeentheplacingontheberthofsomeofthefinestpassenger-and-cargosteamersafloat,andtheirinaugurationofafortnightlyservicebetweenLondonandthecolony,forthecarriageofpassengers,mails,meatandgeneralcargothatisattendedwithcomfortandpunctu-ality,andatratesoffareandfreightwhichwouldhaveastonishedanearliergeneration.TheShawSavillCo.intheearlydaysmadeLondontheirmainportofdeparture,andjustinthesamewaytheAlbionCo.adheredtotheClydeThelomtconcerncoversthesameground,andillustrates,inthevigourandeconomywithwhichtheventureiscarriedon,allthebestpointsofthenationalFormationoftheUnionCo.In1875ourHomeshippingtookshapeintheformationoftheUnionSteamShipCo.ofNewZealand,atDunedm,111ordertotakeoverthebusinessandplantoftheHarbourSteamCo.,asmalllocalproprietarywhichhadbeeninexistenceforsomeyears,andwhosetrade,ongmallyconfinedtothecarriageofpassengersandcargobetweenDunedinandPortChalmers,hadafterwardsbeenwithcharteredsailingships,thePunjaub,883tons,openingtheservicefromLondonm1873;whileinthesameyearthefirstvesselownedbytheCompany,theDunfillan,(re-namedtheMataura),863tons,waspurchased.andbackviaLyttelton,Wellington,Picton,Nelson,andTaranaki,andateachporttheyvisitedontheirinitialtripstheyattractedalargeamountofattentionandadmiration.AtthistimetheShaw,SavillCo.charteredthesteamerAtrato,anoldvesselemployedintheWestIndiatrade,buttheresultwasnotencourag-ing;andasnosteamerhadtouchedatNewZea-landbeforethis,itshouldbementionedthatourswasthelastBritishcolonytoobtainthebenefitsofasteamshipservice.Theincreasingprosperityofthecolonyatthisperiod,coupledwiththeadditionalfacilitiesplacedatthedisposaloftraders,kepttheUnionCo.'sHaweaandTauposofullyemployedthatitwasdecidedtoorderfromDenny&Bros,anothervesselofthesameclass.MeantimetheCompanyhadreceiveditsfirstcheckmthelossoftheBruce,whichwaswreckedatTaiaroaHeadson15thOctober,1875,afterhavingbeenlittlemorethanayearmthecolony.Anothersteamerwasatonceorderedtobebuilttoreplaceher.AfterashortperiodofcompetitionwiththeNewZealandSteamShippingCo.,afriendlyarrangementwasmadebywhichtheUnionCo.purchasedtheirsteamers,viz:Phoebe,587tons;Taranaki,443tons;Wellington,383tons;andLadybird,421tons.TheWanaka,thesteamerbuilttoreplacetheBruce,arrivedinthecolonyinJanuary,1877.TheRotorua,whichwasorderedfromDenny'sbeforetheabsorptionoftheNewZealandSteamShippingCompany'sfleet,arrivedinNewZealandwatersinDecember,1876,andwasplacedintheintercolonialtrade.TheWaitaki,WakatipuandTaiaroawereshortlyafteracquiredbytheCompany.In1878theUnionCo.purchasedMessrs.McMeckan,Blackwood&Cos.intercolonialfleet,comprisingtheRmgarooma,Arawata,TararuaandAlbion.ShortlyafterwardstheCompanyhadthemisfortunetolosetwooftheirEastCoaststeamers—theTara-nakistruckonKarewhaislandmtheBayofPlentyon29thNovember,1878,duringadensefog,andtheTaupostrandedonareefinsideTaurangaharbouron28thFebruary,1879.TheTaupowasreplacedbythefinelittlesteamerPenguin,whicharrivedmthecolonyinAugust,1879.InSeptemberofthesameyeartheRotomahanaamved—thefirsttradingvesselbuiltofmildsteel;thismaterialwasthemeansofherescapingseriousTHEROTOMAHANA,1,727TONSBUILTIN1879BYW.DENNYANDBROS.,DUMBARTON,FORTHEUNIONSTEAMSHIPCO.,ANDINHERDAYONEOFTHEFLEETESTVESSELSAFLOAT.[PhotObyDeMaUS.LARGESTANDSMALLESTOFTHEU.S.S.COTHEAPARIMA,5704TONS,ANDTHEMAORI,174TONS,SIDEBYSIDEATPORTCHALMERSIN1905.[PhotosuppliedbyMr.F.G.Layton.PROGRESS.Septemberi,1906.300


