
havingaccomplishedthatgreatfeat,havemadetheirservicethebestconducted,thebestpaid,themostcomfortableand,withal,thecheapestforpassengersinthewholeworld.Indealingwithmercantile-marmedevelopmentinNewZealandthischroniclewouldbeincompletewerewetoomitsomewhatextendedmentionoftheweightyservicesrenderedtoNewZealandbythegreatcompanieswhichhaveinaugurated,keptup,andwonderfullydevelopedcommunica-tionswiththeMotherCountry.Firstofall,IwouldplacetheNewZealandShippingCo.,estab-lishedasalineofsailingships,withagreatdealofNewZealandcapital,forthepurposeofcompetingwiththeShawSavillandPatrickHender-sonlines.ThatfinefleetofsailingshipswasthenurseryofaverylargenumberofNewZealand-bornyouthswhoarenowincommandoffinevesselsallovertheworld,andwhoarefoundinmanyhighpositionsinthenauticalcommunitiesoftheirnativecolony.ButitistobenotedwithmuchsatisfactionthattheNewZealandShippingCo.,foreseeingataveryearlydatethehugedevelop-mentofsteam,turnedtheirattentionmthatdirectionmostsuccessfully,theresultbeingthefinefleetofsteamerspossessedbythemto-day,whichallmakethelongsearunroundtheworldtoandfrom"NewZealand,viatheCapesofGoodHopeandtheHorn,avoyageconspicuousbothforsafetyandcomfort.InlikemannerdidMessrs.Shaw,Savill&Co.,addingtheword"Albion"totheirancienttitle,THEBRITISHKING,3,559TONS,PIONEEROFTHEDIRECTNEWZEALANDROYALMAILSERVICEIN1883,BUILTIN1881BYHARLANDANDWOLFF,BELFAST,FORTHEBRITISHSHIPOWNERSCO.,LIVERPOOL.THISVESSELRANUNDERTHEAUSPICESOFTHENEWZEALANDSHIPPINGCO.Ifourarticlesweretoincludeahistoricalaccountofeverycompanyoreveryshipthathascontri-butedtothepresentimportanceofNewZealand'smercantilemarine,theywouldbetoolengthyandirksomemthereading.Therefore,aswerequiretogive,inasbriefamanneraspossible,afairlycompleteaccountfromtheearhestdays,wehaveeliminatedanythingthatwoulddealatlengthwithoneparticularphase,andsubsti-tutedanaggregationofcontinuouseventsoffirstinterest—acoursewhichwillnodoubt,findgeneralfavourwithourreaders.Goingbackintothedimpastweareremindedthatonthe22ndJanuary,1840,thefirstsettlersarrivedinNewZealandinthesailingshipAruora,andfromthatdayonwards,until1860,therewasnoregularcommunicationbetweentheUnitedKingdomandNewZealand,althoughsailingshipsarrivedoccasionallywithemigrants.InthisyearthefirstregularlinewasstartedfromLondonbytheShaw,SavillCo.andataboutthesametimePatrickHenderson&Co.(TheAlbionShippingCo.)commencedaservicefromGlasgow;yetitwasnotuntil1863thatanyHomewardtradebegantoassertitself.Thiscommencedwiththeexportofwool,anditcertainlyincreasedveryrapidly.Fromthatdatethehistoryofthegreatshippingcompanies,whichhaveaffordedthemeansofconveyanceforthesurpluspopulationoftheOldCountrytothebrightershoresofourcolonialpossessions,isreallythehistoryoftheexpansionofEngland.THESPLENDIDOLDARAWA,5,026TONS,WHICHHOLDSTHERECORDFROMNEWZEALANDTOLONDON,WASBUILTANDENGINEDIN1884BYDENNY,OFDUMBARTON,FORTHESHAW,SAVILLANDALBIONCO.PhotosuppliedbyA.H.TurnbullEsq.Nothingcouldhavegivenmegreaterpleasure,inaliteraryway,thantheinvitationwhichIre-ceivedfromProgresstoeditthesearticlesontheprogressofNewZealand'smercantilemarine.Thiswonderfulgroupofislands,farintheSouthernSea,hasalways,frommyfirstvisittoit35yearsago,hadfirmholduponmyimagination,and,also,formanyreasonsonmyaffections.Inthosefar-offdaysthecoastalservicewasmainlycarriedonbymeansofsailingvessels—smallschoonersoffinelines,mostlybuiltinAuckland.TherewereafewsteamersrunningbetweenAustraliaandNewZealand,mostlyobsoletecraftoflowpowerandscantyaccommodation,ownedbytheA.S.N.Co.,ofSydney,andMessrs.McMeckan,Blackwood&Co.,ofMelbourne.AmongstthoseancientcraftweretheWentworth,inwhichIsailed,andtheCityofMelbourne,oftheA.S.N.Co.,theClaudHamilton,theHeroandtheOmeo,ofMelbourne.IwellrememberthestirthatwascreatedwhenMcMeckanandBlackwoodbroughtouttheRmgaroomaandtheArawatatorunbetweenMelbourneandOtagothreeorfouryearslater;thisbeingatthetimeofmysecondvisittoNewZealandmoneofthefinesailingshipsoftheNewZealandShippingCo.,theRangitikiByFrankT.BullenINTRODUCTION,uponmehowgreathadbeenthestridesmadebytheUnionCompanywithinthirtyyears.Unfor-tunately,IwasthenunabletogotoDumbartonbutnotverylongafterIresolvedtorevisitNewZealandandseeformyself.Theresulthasindeedbeenarevelationtome!IfindthatNewZea-landisservedbyafleetofcoastingsteamships,inthehandsoftheUnionCompanyandMessrs.HuddartParkerthatmaytriumphantlychallengecomparisonwithanysimilarserviceintheworld!IhardlythinkIshouldsay"similar"service,becauseitisscarcelypossibletofindacoastalservicelikeyours,exceptmAustralia,whichis"outhere"anyway.TheBritishIndiaCompanyj>coastalservice,splendidlyconductedthoughitis,isofaverydifferentnature,andcatersgenerallyforaverydissimilarclassofpassenger;whilethevessels,owingtothemucheasierconditionsofweatherontheIndianlittoral,areofadistinctlylowertypeallround.Now,theriseandprogressofthisgreatservice,oftheUnionCompanyprin-cipally,withitsfeelersalreadystretchingmthedirectionofafineinter-oceanictradetothefarEast,aswellastoBritishNorthAmericaandtheEnchantedIsles,isatalewellworthythetellinganinspiringandelevatingstoryofhowapeople,numericallysofeebleandsituatedmtheremotestcorneroftheglobefromtheoldcivilisa-tions,havegrappledwithandoverthrownallthedifficultiesattendantupontheestablishmentofalocalmercantilemarine;and,notcontentwithreplacetheiroldsailingshipsbysteamerswhichwereprincipallycharteredvessels.Theywerefortunateattheoutsetinsecuringtheco-operationofthesplendidWhiteStarLineofMessrs.Ismay,Imne&Co.,whohadalreadysentoutseveraloftheirships—notablytheoldOceanic,theearliest"greyhound'oftheAtlantic,totradebetweenSanFrancisco,JapanandChina.TheoldDoricandlonicwillbewellrememberedastheearliestofthesefinecharteredvesselsoftheShawSavillline;andthearrangementthenenteredintowiththegreatLiverpoolfirmhasexistedeversince,thoughnowtheshipscharteredareofsuchhugedimensionsas12300tons.Twosplendidvessels,theArawaandTainui,werebuiltfortheCom-pany,andmadeagreatreputation,bothforspeedandcomfort;theArawa,indeed,makingapassageHomefromNewZealandinatimewhichIbelievestillconstitutesanunbeatenrecord,viz.:34d.17hr?3m.Buttheyhavebothpassedintotherealmotobsoletevesselswhich,underothernames,arestillearningdividendsindifferentpartsoftheworld.IndealingwithsoextensiveasubjectastheprogressotNewZealand'smercantilemarineitisnecessarythatsomesystemofprocedurebeadoptedinordertopresentastatementofeventsintheirproperorderofsequence.EARLYDAYSProgressofNewZealand'sMercantileMarine1840-1906PROGRESS.Septemberi1906AtthattimetheharboursofNewZealandwerethrongedwithfinesailingships,principallyownedbyMessrs.ShawSavill,PatrickHenderson,andtheN.Z.ShippingCo.,whichfirmscarriedonthecommunicationbetweentheOldCountryandhervigorousdaughtermtheFarSouthThenamesoftheseshipsarehouseholdwordstheJessieReadman,MargaretGalbraith,MayQueen,Ran-gitiki,Waimate,Piako,LadyJocelyn,Hydaspes,Pleioneandsoon—alonglistofclipperswhosenamesthrillwithremembrancemanyoftheoldandwell-knowncitizens.InthatdaytheNewZealandcoastingtradewasinitsinfancy,andIwellrememberthetenderbeginningsoftheUnionCompany,withsuchvesselsastheBeautifulStar,Taiaroa,andtheMaori,andthegreatstridesinadvancerepresentedintheWakatipuandtheHawea.Sincethen,havingbeenroamingallovertheworld,andwithoutanycorrespondentsinNewZealandthatwouldimpressuponmetherapidstridesshewasmakingmthebuildingupofhermercantilemarine,Ihadlosttouchwiththegreatbusiness.AndalthoughIheard,ofcourse,anoccasionalwordortwoatHomeaboutfinenewshipsbeingbuiltfortheNewZealandcoastingtrade,thosescrappyitemsofnewsdidnotaffectmemuchuntilonedaylastyearwhenIreceivedaninvitationfrommyoldfriend,CaptainNeville,tocometoGlasgowandseehisnewsteamship,theturbine-propelledMaheno.Heencloseddetails,andasIstaredwithamazementatthemforthefirsttime,itdawned299


