
Faith of Our Fathers
[A Weekly Insteuoiion fob Young and Old.]

OF THE INEFFABLE GOODNESS-AND LOVE OF GOD
TOWARDS MAN AND OUR DUTY IN GRATITUDE
TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.
The first is, that in bestowing this favor upon us, Al-mighty God, out of His pure goodness and predilection forus, gave us the preference to an infinite number of others,whom He could have produced to being instead of us, but

who never were, and never will be, brought to light. Theinfinite' wisdom of the Creator saw from all eternity in
• the. most distinct order, all that innumerable multitude ofhuman creatures, which it was possible for His Almighty

power to create, and being resolved according to the views
of His incomprehensible providence, to give existence only
to a determinate number, He was pleased to make choice
of us to be of that happy number, leaving all the rest inan eternal nothing! How highly favored are we by this
election! What singular privilege is here shown to us!
The question was the bestowing of one of the greatest offavors; the number of those who were capable of receivingit was infinite; none of them had the smallest merit whichcould entitle them to a preference; all were upon a perfect
equality; all were equally nothing. Why then exclude suchinfinite numbers, and favor us? why give us the preference
to them, who were all equally deserving? No other answercan be given to this question, but because it was the good-will and pleasure of God to do so; it was the sole effect ofHis love for us, to prefer us to so many thousands. Buthow greatly does this predilection on the part of God in-crease our obligation to Him? What an immense favorwas done to Noah and his family when they were saved
from the common destruction in which all the vest ofmankind was involved? How great was the predilectionshown to Lot. in delivering him alone from the dreadfulperdition to which all his fellow-citizens in Sodom werecondemned* How great then the love shown to us byAlmighty God, in bringing us to or/,,,/, preferably to somany others, and extricating us from that eternal nothingin which millions of possible creatures must remain forever? Especially when we reflect that Noah and Lot weregood men, friends and servants of God, untainted by thecrimes, which brought such a judgment on the others:but/we had no kind of merit, no claim, no title on ourpart, which could in the smallest degree move God to'give
us the preference.

The second consideration on this matter is this: thatinstead of having any merit on our part to move God toprefer us to others, and bring us into being, there werethe strongest reasons against it: to wit, the numberlesscrimes and injuries which we have committed against Himsince we had our being; the abuse of that free will withwhich He has adorned us, and which is the highest orna-ment of our nature; and our unparalleled ingratitude inmaking use of our very numbers, powers, and facultiesand of the numberless benefits He has bestowed upon us',
as so many arms by which to affront and offend Him. M\this He foresaw distinctly before He created us, yea, Hesaw it- from all eternity, for The works of all flesh' arebefore Him, and there is nothing hid from His eyes- Heseeth from eternity to eternity, an*l there is nothing 'won-derful before Him" (Ecclus. xxix. 24). Yet nothing of allthis was able to hinder the effects of His predilection for

- us. "I see," says He,'"the injuries such an one will doif I create him. I see the abuse he will make of all hisfaculties both of soul and body, to My dishonor; neverthe-less'let My goodness triumph over his ingratitude. Iwill create him preferably to others, though I know thatmany of these others would be more faithful and grateful.to Me." Here we see a prodigy of love indeed beyond all
example, and which, if we have any feeing in our heartat all, cannot fail to melt it down in affections of the mostsensible gratitude towards so merciful and bounteous aFather. Add to all this, in the third place, that He notonly gave us our being, for once when He first made usbut He continues to renew the same gift every moment ofour existence by His continual conservation, without whichwe should, if left to ourselves, in an instant return to ourorginal nothing; and though our daily sins against Him

. justly deserve that He should abandon us and reduce usagain to non-existence, yet His infinite goodness still bearswith our infidelity, and keeps us in being, to give us timeand place for repentance. •'

Lastly, He /hot only preserves us in being, but Hecontinues also to preserve; all our senses, powers," and facul-ties,, and to co-operate with/us in every, even the Smallest...->. ■ - ■■':. *'- e f. x'ue smallest

use, we make of any of them; for as without His conserva-tion we could not subsist one moment in being; so withoutHis continual co-operation we could not move hand norloot nor tongue, nor use any one of those faculties He hasgiven üb; for "It is He who giveth to all, life and breathand all things,' and it is -in Him we live and move andhave our being" (Acts xvii. 25 28); and therefore theprophet Isaiah says to Him, -Lord, Thou hast wrought allour works for us ' (Is. xxvi. 12). What stupendous goodess is here again displayed! What a total dependencehave we upon our God! What a faithful and assiduousassistance does He give us. But what return of g a'itudedo we owe to Him for it!
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Wedding Bells
WALSH-COONEY.1 w wedding was solemnised on the 27th ult nt ,!,„Church of the Blessed Sacrament Gore bv il o v "V^other O'Donnell (who also ee.e'„rot,d a Nttlftfrof John Joseph, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs PW-rkb VMenzies' Ferry and Anni* Un,. VVfflsh > of
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fcitt to.the bridegroom was a travelling rug and the i, &man received a dressing case. *,After th TeLX tcompany numbering well over 70 partook of an e "ee .' ,'breakfast at the Cos,- Tea Rooms, where the usual "asjvere duly honored. The newly-wedded^, who irethe.recipients of many useful and valuable' presents ineluding cheques, left by the afternoon's expres for If.north, the bride travelling in a. nigger brown "atSdcostume, trimmed with fur and embroidery to match i-■smart toque and footwear of a similar color were «l£tornIn the evening Mr. and Mrs. P. Walsh entertained a ISnumber of friends, at a social at their home at Men SJ'
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