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— ] NOTES

- American Wit _ _

The foliowing samples of recent American wit may
be new to some of our readers and boring to others.
However, our defence is that two very wise men, one
King Solomon and the other Woligang von Goeetle,
confessed that the writer who tries to he original Is
a fool:

European diplomatists are reminded that between

an idea and an ideal there is a ‘1" of a difference.—
- Manila Bulletin.

The beok of efiquette tells you everything except
how to retrieve the roast from a euest’s lap.—S84¢.
Juseph News-Lress, _

Spealking of the watch o the Rhine, it is a hunting
case, but doesn’'t seem to Dbe gold-filled. —Shanyhow
Weelly Review. -

Experience is what you find when you are looking
for something else. —Toledo Blade. .

The reason why ideas die quickly in some heads is
because they suffer from solitary confinement.—1 svo-
ciated Editoys, (hicagn,

The Ten Best Books ‘

The argument ccncerning the ten best beoks of
recent times goes cn still in some American papers.
We notice that cue writer wants to know the reason
why James Stephens is left out by so many crities.
e gays that Demi-Cods, Here Arve fadies, la.ud. The
C'rock of Gold, ought to be included in a selecticn made
by every right-minded critic. James Stephens is in
truth a writer too little known, but probably the reason
is because he is a poet and a genius. The fact that a
book like fablit is on many lists while 7The roed of
GGold is omitted is surely an indictment against {he
taste and good judgment of the present generation of
critics.  Making due allowanes for an Teishman’s pre-
judice in favor of a fellow-countrymuan, we hold that
Stephens, whether in prose or verse, is one of the
medern writers best worth reading, Tt is a slgn of
scme saving grace to find Conrad in a few lisls, bud
it is a sign ol exiraordinary shallowness to fnd Wells
- represented by his alleged history.

Lending Books

We retract all we ever saild that was likely to
persuade people that we regarded borrowers of hooks as
the supreme nuisance. In the hight of recent research
we have changed our opinion. The real uuisance is
the borrower wlo lends your books te others. There
1s a hepe of throttling the couscientious borrower and
of getting back your property when you want it, but
hope dies when you ask for your book and learn that
it has been lent without any authority whatsoever to
some unscrupulous person who probably Las lent it to
somebody who will sell it at the nearest second-hand
book-store. There is something ethically wroug in lend-
ing a bosk that has been lent to one. 1L is yours {o
read and to return but not yours to lend te another.
The morality of many bock-borrowers is on a lower
level than thaf of horsedealers, who are supposed fo
follow David Harum’s motto: Do to the other fellow
what you think he would like to do to vou, aud do it
first, Tt is only when cue has need of 2 book le once
bought, and secking it finds it absent, that he begins
to remember all the hard things that might be said
about book-borrowers and heathens and publicans,

Table Manners

It is probable that the most infallible indications of
good-breeding are dress and table manners. The man
or woman who is well dressed is the cue who causes
no comment, no wonder, no surprise: in a word, the
one who appears comme il faut. The same thing applies
to the table. It is well put by a child, whose wise re-
marks are quoted in the Literary Digest: ““1 asked her

how she kuew that a friend of curs whom she had just
met at dinner was used to luxury and refinement.

“ 0 QOh, she said, * When he was at table 1 never
noticed him ealing at all.  1ie seemed fo be just talking
and having a good time, and yet he must have eaten
sometine becaunge his plate was nearly always empty
when they took it awav.’ ”

Gilett Burgess, commenting on the child's remarks,
says: “‘dust as o well dressed man or woman is so
considered Dhecange ncthing eccentric or conspicuous or
ngly is worn, so a culiured dinner guest is one whose
manpers are not memorable,  Let us examine in this
Light the manipulations of {hese’ Baujoists and Cup-
Cuddlers.  Are their faults merely violations of Fash-
lon's doginatic requirements? No: the established
canons of good faste at 1he table are founded en some-
thing more real, ’

“For eating there is a (lolden Rule: Don’t do
anything you dislike to see olhers ool Indeed the
basie theory of all etiguette is ethical. [t ordains that
awe's o, :.:um.fw‘f shonld b o e seenadury to thet of
others

Gilett Burgess is right. Unselfishness is the es.
sential foundation. Ilence, goodd manners are a part
of Christian training, and a real Christian will naturally

be polite bhecanse he will be unselfish, while a selfish
person will never have more thau a thin veneer of
manners hecanse he has no more then a veneer of
Christianity,  Censideration for others is the Jaw of
ceurtesy and it ix fundamental in Christian doctrine
too.

But what arve the Ranjoists and the Cup-Cuddlers
to which Alr, Pivgess vefers ! Tha Banjoists are the
people who do not “knew how {o hold a knife and fork
-—and they are legion, in every class.  The Cup-Cud-
dlers (mostly femiinine) are these who cuddle their tea-
eup to their months i hoth hands. He alw scarifies
the Frent Entrance person, who takes soup from the
tip ol the spoon instead of frem ihe side; and the
suction-punper, who advertises emphatically to  the
whole company that he ix sucking up liquid food. e
has a word of vidienle, oo, for {he Shampeo person
who wears o napkin as he would wear a hatrdresser’s
apron, el for {he Sword-Rwallower, who eats with Lis
knife, and for the Harpeconer, who harpoons apples or
potatoes with knife or fork.  There is also *Lizzio-Tiick.
the-Bpoon,™ wwed her gnate counterpart, of whom he
writes:

O, Abal speon, that simple, littie dangerous
gpoon Tt will tell more ahout you, sometimes, than
the lines on vour pabm.  Teok cut!  Stiy your {ed with
It one ninute too lon~ {oo eagerly, and you'll under-
stand why she saul * No' Leave it stickiﬁg upright in
your cup, and your nawe is Beehy."  OF the misuse of
the spoen, he says: It puts the owner cutside the
social pale, Just as unmistakably as would dirty hands
at table. - ’

“Aud so0 does the Iarpoon.  Now, quite lrrespec-
tive ol its heing a violation of any arbitvary rule, isn’t
It rather mipulsive an: conspicuous 1o redch out over
the table with vour fork and spear a piece of Dbread,
and so earry it back 1o your own plate? 1f it is, then
certainly it 15 had uanners, Why chould anyone be
alraid to take it with the hand 1

Sa'a's

Monsignor Coffey Memorial Fund

Contributivns te the Monsignor Coffey Memorial Fund
Tave been roeoived  from the following : —St. Joseph's
Cathedral Sodality of Children of Mary, and Mr., W. J.
Coughlan, St. Clair dditienal), each £] ls; Miss A. M.
O'Sullivan, Post Offiee 1laotel, Pahiatua, £1; A Pricnd,”
10s. South Duneglin List —A Friend,"” £5; Mr. W,
Shiel, Mro T Wobh, cach £1: Mr. Schuffer. Mr. J. Hade,
Mrs. Barthelomew, My, 2I. Molonew, Mrs, Grav, B. Turley,
My, Emery, Mr. M. Denuchy, Mr. Hay, ®. O'Sullivan,
Mr. W lleffernan, Mr. M. Heffernan, Mrs, Holland, Mrs.
Faulkes, Mr. Docelt, Mus. Mutlin, Mr. McGowan, Mr. J.
M. Kane, Mr. T. Meade, Mr. T, King, Mr. B. Coull, Miss
Jo Ryan, Mr. 1. Hayves, Mr. J. MeCurdy, Miss 8. Mullin,
Mr. T. Keyes, Ar. M. O'Coonell, Mrs, Smitk, Mr. D.
Wilson, Mrs. Roacl, Mrs, 8. Mullin, and Mr. M. MecAllar,
each 10s.
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