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condition in life. A prrfect state of society would en-
deavor to provide for man's mtelleetnal as well as his

spiritual and woral wants.

Fourthly—The limited intervention ol the State. The
modern tendeney is to exalt the State at the expense of
the family. Socialism would set (he authority of the
State over the family to such a degree as ta usurp ail
parental riglhits, This tendency the Pope cinphatieally cona
demns as quotations alveady wiven abundantly show.

There are, howey

or, cases where the intervention of the
State is wise

and neeessary. the governing principle heing
that it “muest nor absorl the individunl or the familyv:
both should be allowed free and untrammelled action se
far as is consistent with tle common good and the in-
terests of others.” Thus whenever the peneral interost
or any particular class suffers, or is threatened with mis-
chief which can in no other way he met or prevented. the
public authority must step i to deal with 't SSlL
whenr there is question of defending the righis of indi-
viduals, the poor and helpless have
sideration.”

When the State forcos on the
tion, directly or midirectly penalysing thoswe wha object {u
such an invision of parental rights, as is done in America,
France, Australia, snd New Zealand, that is a form of
socialism—a disregard of o natural vight,  In fighting the
battle of Christian education of the ehildren we Catholies
of New Zealand are maintaining, apainst sreat odds, and
successlully too, the vights of parents, the integrity of
the family.

Fifthly—The Staie shonld deal with labor questions,
“safeguardivg private property hy legal evactment and
public poliecy.” It should step in where Tife. health. or
morais are in grave danper,

a special elaim to cons

praple o podless eduea-

Strikes and Resultunt Disorder.

The taws should aim at breventing strikes and
tant disorder from-arising, hy fending i}
“removal of the causes which lead io conflicts hetween em-
ployers and employed.”  Fram those words we may con-
clude his Holiness had in mind somoe soirt of arbitration or
conciliation.  Spiritnal vights. ton, should be respeeted and
protected in the obligatory cessation from work
dayrs.

In external matters. ““the first concern ot ull
save the poor workers from the eruelty of grecedy specula-
tors.”” Tt is necither just nor Luman s0 to erind men
down with excessive labor as to stupify their minds and
wear cut their bodies.”" These are very foreible waords:
and who will say they ure even to-day uncalled for®

The Pope devotes a few sentences only to the ew-
ployment of c¢hildren and women iobut they are woerds of
great import.

“Waork which is ouite suitabie for a strong man cannot
reasonably be required Irom g woman or oa child.” He
utters a caution against employing children 10 factorjes
before their minds and Lodies are sufficiently doveloped.

“Women, again. are not suited lor certaiy LeCUPR-
tions; a woman is by nature ftred. for liyme-work, ™

Pope Leo XITI always showed great interest in logis.
fation designed to prevent child-Tabor.  Thanks to the
influence of his wise words much has been aceomplished in
most countries in this direction. We have only {o read of
the conditions wnder which women and even ehildren of
tender ycars were ciuploved in Fogland in e first half
of the 10th century to realise this.

Any species of Iabor that exhausts o NS powers
bevond the point of recuperatien is inhuman.  The clamor
for shorter hours and higher witpes ix not roverned en-
tirely by man’s physical wants, “He shonld he i g [rosi-
tion to cultivate the sacial vietyes, His Fawmily has a
paramount claim on his time and attention, savs Brother
Azarias.

It is laid down in the conevelical that every man is
entitled to proper rest for soul and body., It
against right and justice to mule an
other sense, '
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A Living Ware,

Sixthly—A Living Wage, It is 0 “dictate of natural
justice more imperions and aucient than any bareain be-
tween man and man, namely that remune
sufficient io sunport a frugal ang
earner,"’

ration ought to he

well-beliaved

wap-
It is obvious thut is here m

vant a laborer and

his family. It involves the conception of that standard of
living insisted on throughout the encyclical and must have
the sanction of natural justice.

S0 much lLas been written on this subje¢t in recent
yvears thar 1@ is not necessary to pursue it at greater
length.

Seventhly—The working-man should be encouraged to
acrquire property, with the vesults that “property will cer-
tainly become more equitably divided.” “The respective
classes will be brought nearer to one another.” A further
consequence wili result in a greater abundance of the
fruits of ihe carth.” From this will spring another ad-
vantage: men wili eling to their native land. .

Cigthly—Assoclutions and organisations, such as so-
cieticg for mutual lelp, benevolent fonndations to provide
for the workman, or his widaw or his orphans; and “in-
suitutions for tie cure of hoys and girls, for young peopie,
as well as homes for the nged”; mest important of all,
working-men's unions.

His Holiness wakes a plea for the *revival of the artifi-
cers’ guilds of olden times.”

He seis {orth the obivets and rights of association and
the Christian prineiples that should sovern them, and then
urges co-operation hetween emnloyvers and employed for
the scttlement of disputes. The advantages of insurance
funds are also touched upon.

Only associations organised on Christian principles of
iustice and charity will benefit the working.man. God
must he before all else. Many remedies are offered to
cure the ills of society: and it iy a duty of justice as well
as of charity for Catholics to take an interest in social
questions and te clearly and succinctly propese their own
principles,” which they will learn from a study of the
great encyelical,

At the end of the lecture n number of questions wera
rut to the lecturer, and a general discussion follewed, to
which Miss Boylan, Mr. Wright, Brother Osmond, B.Se.,
and his Lordship Bishep Liston (who presided) contributed.
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Answers to Correspondents

Juies ~—The tone of vour letter sceured it a rapid and
safe deposit in the W.IP.B.

GaeL—The difference hetween Connacht and Munster Irish
is largely one of necent. Munster speakers accent the
fast syllable as o rule. Take the word aget as an
example. In Muaster the stress is on the second g,
and in Connacht it is on the first. In Connaeht,
again, slender ‘d” and ¢ get a sound resembling
an English <7 sound, which is very different from the
Munster seund.  Munster people often pronounce hard
a final guttural g™ oor 07 wlere it would be silent
in Conunucht,

RespEn.—Yes. we saw the cool invitation to deposit L
quarter of a millioh pounds in the hands of an unm.
named secretary.  There was much good humored com-
ment on the matter, but most people seemed to think
that the huwmor of it was so glaring that it did not
need dpecial notice, ‘

To Severan Coxtrinurors.—When we hegan to publish
oceasional short stories we foresaw that we might he
inendated with a flond of amateur attempts from all
sides. and we were right. If our kind friends will
remenber that ic is o vers diffienlt thing to write a
short story, and that the Limitations of a Catholic
paper make 1t more difficult, thex will feel 1o grievance
wlien we rejeet their contributions. Frankly we dn
net weleome them, and we aceept no responsibility for
them. even if accompanied with au addressed and
stamped envelope.

H. I.~The ex-monk has arrived in New Zealand., Wo
noticed that some of the Australian Catholic papers
ignored him. That was probably the wisest way to
treat o man whom Cecil Chesterton dismissed as un-
worthy of notice because he wns stupid enough to make
an insane assertion about the number of men Germany
conld put in the field. His ground used to be religion
and science, but having been ridieuled for his ignorance
of science he has fallen back an the old-fashioned No
Popery stunts of his class. He was picked up - and
educated by the Church on which he now turns. Surcly
that is enough about him,
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