
Faith of Our Fathers
V [A Weekly Insxbuoiion foe Young and Old.]

OF THE INEFFABLE GOODNESS AND LOVE OF GOD
,

TOWARDS MAN AND OUR DUTY IN GRATITUDE
TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.
Q. 1. What things are chiefly to be considered in

explaining the goodness and love of God to man ?

A. They are all comprehended by St. Paul under four
i headsj to wit: The length, the breadth, the height, anddepth of His love and the apostle earnestly prays for

his beloved Ephesians, that they may have a full sense
/ and comprehension of the infinite goodness of God in all

these its ..four dimensions. “I bow my knee,” says he,“to the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, that . . !
being rooted and founded in charity, you may be able to
comprehend, with all,the saints, what is the breadth andlength, and height and depth ; to know also the .charityof Christ, which surpasseth all knowledge, that you maybe filled with all the fulness of God” (Eph. iii. 14, 17).In which words ho also declares, that this holy knowledge
of the love ol God and of Christ, is the powerful meansto fill us with the fulness of God," that is, to implant in
our souls all heavenly virtues and graces, by which God
dwells in our souls, and satiates all our powers and facultieswith the sweets of His divine presence; and consequentlyis a most efficacious motive to excite and enable us tokeep all His holy commandments.

§ 1. Of the Length of the Love of God.
Q. 2. What is meant by the hutjth of the lore of (foil?
A. By this is-meant its eternal duration. Great honor

would it be for us, had Almighty God loved us only fromthe first moment of our existence, when we were first
formed in our mother’s womb; but 11 is love for us was
long before we had a being; and what He said to Hisprophet Jeremias, is, in regard to His love lor us, equally
true of every one of us, ‘•Before I formed thee in thebowels of thy mother, I knew time” (Jer. i. b). Still more
honoiable for us would His love have been, had it onlybegun with the creation of the world, but it was priorto that also: even before the world began, we were presentin the mind of God; before He created the heavens or theearth, He knew us, and we were the objects of His love;so that each of us may say with truth, what the DivineWisdom says of itself, “The depths were not as yet, andI as already conceived. . . The mountains with theirhuge bulk had not yet been established; before the hills,1 was brought forth” (Prov. viii. 24); to wit, I was con-
ceived in the knowledge of the Almighty, and brought
forth in the' resolution which His love for me had takento bring me in due time into being; even then He hadappointed to heap His benefits upon me, and chose meto be a member of His Holy Church, and to sanctifv meby the blood of His Son Jesus: “He hath chosen us inChrist before the foundation of the world, that we shouldbe holy and unspotted in His sight in charity” (Eph. i. 4)But how long before the foundation of the world did Godknow and love us? Oh! here no term can be assigned:the knowledge and love of God are as essential as Him-self; what He knows and loves in time. He knew and lovedfrom all eternity. From all eternity then we were presentin the mind of God; from all eternity He loved us; fromall eternity He decreed to bring us into being in "time;to draw us out of nothing,', in which we then were, andto bestow upon us all those admirable effects of His love,compassion, and goodness for us, which, since the first
moment of our existence we have actually received “Ihave loved thee,” says He Himself, “with an everlastinglove, therefore have I drawn thee, taking pity on- thee”(Jer. xxx. 3). Oh ! what an amasing idea does it give usof the love of God, to reflect that so great a Being,perfectly happy in Himself, and who had not the smallestneed of us, should from all eternity have been employedin thinking upon, and loving such poor ungrateful creaturesas we are! What return can we make for such eternalgoodness? How incumbent must it be on us, always toemploy our thoughts on so loving an object, and 'makeit our continual study to .love and serve Him, and toobey His holy commands?

v § -Of the Breadth of Divine Love.
Q. 3. What is meant by. the breadth of the love, of Godfor us?

A. By this-is meant the extension of His benevolence
towards us, which embraces all that immensity of benefits
and favors which His love for us makes Him daily bestow
upon us here; and that still greater store of good things
which He has prepared for us hereafter. For to love, is,properly speaking, to wish well to the beloved object,and do him good ; and as, the doing good is the natural
effect, and the most convincing proof of the sincerity of
our love, so the more excellent the good is, which we do,
and the more numerous the benefits which we confer, themore we show the greatness of our love to the object' of
it. in this view then, the benevolence or good-will ofGod to man is no less infinite in its breadth or extension,
than eternal in its duration; for it embraces all possiblegood things, both in the, order of nature and in the order
oi grace, and in the order of glory, both for soul and body,
for time and for eternity; vast numbers of which He
actually does bestow upon all mankind; and all othersHe wills and desires to give us, and undoubtedly would doso, did not we ourselves by the perversity of our hearts,put a hindrance to the designs, of His mercy towards us.Q. 4. A hat is understood by the goods in the orderof nature?

A. All those benefits of God, which we enjoy as humancreatures, and which are common to all mankind in gen-eral. Now concerning these, the following particulars arechiefly to he considered : —First, our very being itself,which is wholly the gift of God; for as to the share-ourparents had in bringing us to existence, it is so trifliimwhen compared to what is done by .God, that it does noteven deserve to he named; they neither created the soulwhich is our most excellent part, nor did they form anymember or portion of the body; no, not even a hair or anail, nor did they so much as know, whether we were tocome to light or not, or what kind of a being we were tobe. This the holy mother of the seven Machabees was verysensible of when exhorting her sons to suffer martyrdomshe put them in mind that they owed their whole beingto God alone win, created it: and that if they lost it forHis sake, He would restore it to them again; but as forme, says she, “I know not how, you were formed in my.womb; for I neither gave you breath, nor soul, nor lifenor did I frame the limbs of every one of you. But the
( reator of the world formed the nativity of man” (2Mach, vii 22). Now this benefit of our existence is afavor of the highest value, far exceeding any other nat-ural good that we can enjoy; it is indeed the foundationof all other goods whatsoever, since without it, we can
enjoy no other; hence our Saviour says, “Is not the lifemore than meat, and the body" more than raiment” (Matt,vi. 2o), and do we not cheerfully part with everything wepossess, to preserve our life when it is in danger? yea, topreserve or recover any of our senses or faculties whichare necessary tor the welfare of our being? Now if weare so much indebted to our parents for the part theycontributed to this so great a benefit, though it was sott!e and though they were only as mere instruments inhe hand of God, that we can never repay them to thein lof uhat we owe them 011 that account; what must ourobligation be to the Almighty, to Whom we owe the wholeof uhat we are, Mho created our soul out of nothing, Whovith the most exquisite wisdom and art formed all ourmem in our mother’s womb, gave us all our sensespowers and faculties, an understanding to know Him"and a heart to love Him, our memory, our power of speechand in short every thing we are or have? what return ofgratitude can we make to Him, that can bear the smallestproportion to what we owe Him? How indispensablethen must our duty be, to make Him at least all the returnwe Can ,y loving Him, serving Him, and obeying His holycommandments? But to show the greatness of this benefit

! n !ts proper light, the following considerations are notto e passed over.
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Each Summer’s eve as the sun goes down,J watch till Daddy comes home from town.To pass the time while I gaily waitI sing and swing on'the garden gate.
But when the days are gloomy and chillI perch within on the window-sill,Till Daddy arrives and I make sure
He thought of Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure.
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