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Faith of Our Fathers:

[A WeexLy INSTRUCTION ®or YOUNG aND VLD.]
OF THE INEFFABLE GOODNESS AND LOVE O GOD

TOWARDS MAN AND OUR DUTY IN GRATITUDE

TO KEEP HIS COMMANDIENTS.

Q. L What things are chicly to be considered in
explaining the goodness and leve of God Lo wan

AL They are all comprehended by St. Paal under fony
heads; to wit: The length, the hreadil, te heighi, and
depth of His love; and the apostle carnestly pravs lor
Lis Dbeloved liphesians, that they may Lave o full sense
and eomprehension of the infinite goodness of Gud 1 all
these its four dimeosions. 1 by iy koee”
“to the Father of Our Lard Joesus Curist, that .
being rooted and founded in cliarity, yor mav he alle to
compreliend, with all the sainte. what s the hreadth and
length, and leight and depths to knoew also the chariiy
of Christ, which surpusseth ol kunowledoe, tlal vou may
be filled with all the fulness of God ™ (Fph, e 117,
Eo which words he also deelaros, that this holy knowledes
el the dove of God and of Chrise, bs e powertal nmeans
to fill us with fhe fuloeas of o T rhat s o nmplant in
our souls all heavenly vivives ol wraces, by whicls God
dwells i our seals, and satintes all onp powers and Faenlties
with ihe sweets of s diviae piresence s amd conseguenly
Is & most efficacions motive to exeite dod cualle ws La
keep all Tlis holy

says e,

comnadmoen s,
$ 100 the Tength of the Love of Gerd.

Q. 20 Whatt is meant by the feagth of ihe o of Ceal -

AL By thiv s meant s efernal duriding. Crear hanor
would it be tor ns b Ahiphty Gad oved s ardy o
the flrst moment ol onr exisience. when woe woere  first
formed in our mother's wombh . hoy i love Tor s was
fong helore we had o Noine: and whir e sanl 1o s
propliet Jerewdas, =, in veward o FHis love Ine ne oty
trite of every oue of us cBefure | ferndd thee dn dihe
howels of thy mothor, | knew rhee™ (Jor, ooy,
honorable for uy would His fuve buve been.
hegun with the ereavion o (e worlidd b
to that also: even hefore the woprtd T

all mers

I ::iﬂ_\'

Bowns preor

Mot WOl Giresent
i the mind of Cod: hetore He crenied e Pegvens or he
carth, He koew us, and we were 1he chivets ol s Lo
soothat eacli of us way sav with e, whio tne Bivine
Wisdom savs of iteel, ~The depids wore nos as vel ol
I was alveady conceived. . . The weonntnins with their
hge bull bad not vet hoen estahiished Lo the hijls
T owas hrought forth™ (Prov. viti, 20 1o i, | Waso con-
ceived tn the knowlodes of e Aaghtys wnd ranaelit
forth in the resolution which His love Tor e had takon
to bring wme in due tine inte Feime: oven then e
appointed to heap s Lenelits upen e, avd ehose e
io be a memher of iy Holy Chueeh. awd to Ancetify e
by the bDlood of Tis San Jesus: e lith eliosen ns in
Christ before the foundation of {he world, that we shonld
he hioly and uuspotted in His sight o charity™ (Fal, . A4y
But how long before the fnundation o ihe worlil did o
know and love us® O liere wo 1orm can he assdmed
the knowledge aud love of Clad nre as esseniial as Hime
self 1 what He Tnows and loves o 1ime. |l knew and loved
from all eternity.  From all cternity then wo Were present
in the mind of God: from all vternity He Toved us: from
all eternity Tle decresd to bring us fnco hetng in (inge s
to draw us ont of nothing, in which we thon were, and
to bestow upen us all these admirable efficis ol His Tove,
compassion. and goadness for us. which. since the fivet
moment of our existence we have actually veceived,
have loved thee. savs Ho Himeell, “with an everlasting
love, therefore have T drawn thec, taking nity on thee”
(Jer. xxx. 3). Oh! what an amasing 1dea does it wive s
of the love of Gad. 1o refloet that s, creat a0 Bejne,
perfectly happy in Himsell, and who had not the =malles
need of us, should from all eternity have been eaploved
in thinking upon, and loving suel pour nugrateiul creatures
as we are! What refurn can we make for such oternal
goodness? How inenmhent mnst ic he on s, alwavs to
employ our thoughts on so loving an oljeet. and
it our continual study 1o love and seive i,
vhey His holy commands®
§ Of the Breadth of Divine Love,

Q. 3. What is meant by the Dreadd) af Hhe love of Gogd
for us?

minke
and to

A By this is meant the oxtension of His henevolence
towards us, which embraces all that inmensity of benetits
and Tavors which 1is love for us makes Him daily bestow
upon us here; and that still greater store of good things
whicl He las prepared for ns hereafter.  For to love, i,
properly speaking, to wish well to the beloved abject,
and do him goad; and as, the doiug good is the nasnral
effect, and the most convineing prool of the sincerity of
our love, so the more excellent the good is, which we do,
and the more numerous the henefits which we confer, the
more we show the greatiess of our love to the ohject of
it. In this view then, the henevolence or good-will of
God 1o man s no fess tnfitite in its hreadtl or extension,
than cternal in its duration; lor it embraces all pussible
woold tungs, hoth i the order of nature and in the order
ol grace, and v the order of glory, hoth for soul and hody,
fur time and for eternity; vast numbers of which He
aetiadly does hestew upon ol nankind ; and all others
e wills and desives to give us, and undoubledly would do
so. «lid ot we aurselves by the perversity of our hearts,
put a hindrance Lo the desieng of His merey towards s,

Qo What is understoardl by the poolls [n the grder
ut natore -

A A those benetits of God, which we vijoy as nnan
erearnres. and which are common to all wankind in son-
eral. Now concerning these, the following particulars are
chivily 1o e eensidered: — 1%rst, our very heingr itself,
which s wholly the gift of God; for as te the share our
parents had in bringing us (o existence, it is w0 trifling
when compared to what is done by Lod, that 14 does not
evern deserve 10 he named s they peither eroated the soul,
which s aur most excelient part, nor did thex form any
memwher or portion of the bady: ne. nat even a hair or a
madl nor did they so el as lnow, whether we were to
come to lehl or net, or what kind of g beine we wers to
b This ahe holy mother of the seven Machabees was very
when exhoriing her sons to siffer martyrdom,
e put them v mind ol they owed their whole heing
ve G adone wlho created it and tlel f Ih‘r_'.\' losi it for
His sokes Heowonld restore it o i
e, savs she, 1 know

sensilne of

wem again; but as for
not how. von were formed in my
womb s for 1 neither vave yvou hreath, nar soul, nor Iife,
nor did T Draane the limhs of eviry one of yon,  But the
Creator of e world formed  the nativity of man’ (2
Maelho vids 2210 Now this Lenefit of our existence iy

a
Pvar of the hichest valae, far oxeeer

tng any other nat-
real pood thatl we enn enjox: it is indeed the {foundation
of Wl sther souds whatsoever, since withoul it we can
enjoy o others hence anr Saviour savs, UIs onot the life
mare than meat, and the hody wore than raiment" (Matt.
Vi 23 and de owe not cheeriully

Cpart with cversthing we
[RLERETEL TN fo preserye onr

life when it i in danger® vea, to
proserve o recover any of our senses or Pueuities which
are necossary for the weltare of our heing? Now,
are so mueh gndebted to our pavents for the nart they
contriluted 1o this so great o benefit, thongh it was so
Witle, and thaueh ther were only as mere instruments in
the Tand of God, that we cm noever repay them to the
fell of what we awe them g that aecount ; what must our
oblization he to the Almighiv, ta Whom we owe the whole
of what we are, Who created our soul out of nothing, Whe
with the most exquisite wisdom and art farmed o1l onr
members e our moether's woirth, save e )
nowers,

i we

DUF S e18es,
el aenltios, an unrderstamding to know Him,
antd o hesel te love Him, our nmemory. onr pewer of speech,
and 1n short every thing we are or Jigve > what return of
crativude can we nimke to Hiv, that can bear the smallest
proportion to what we owe [Jin ¥ How indispensahle
thew must enr duty he, 10 malke Him at least all the return
we o, by doving Him, serving Thim, and obeving His holy
commandments * Tut to show the greatness of this benefit
inoats proper lighi, the following considerations are not
te be poarsed over.

Fach Summer's

ove as the sun goes down,
I wateh il Daddy comes home from
To puss the time while 1 anily wait

I sing and swing on the carden gate.
But when the days are glonmy and clyll

T perch within on the window-sill,

THl Daddy arrives and T make sure

He thought of Woods Great Pevnermint Cure.
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