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MESSAGE OF POPE LEC X{II. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
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causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.
Die 4 Aprilis, 1900. LEO XIII., P.M.
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ARENTS AND EDUCATION

HE Catholic Church is the guide for Cath-
olics.  Her loyal children accept her
teaching without question: when they ques-
tion it they cease to be loyal. She speaks
with the authority of Christ: consequently
they who flout her authority flout Christ
Himself. Tn the matter of eduncation the
attitude of the Church iz plain and un-
compromising.  She insisls that parents

shall have their children brought up as true Catholies

ought to be brought up, and, for that reasan, <he s.et.u.
her face determinedly against secular education which
does not train children as Christzans.  The Church lavs
down her instructions elearly. Tt is the duty of parents
to receive them with rvespeet and obedience, She
places on their mdividual consciences a grave obliga-
tion, and they are gravely responsible if they refuse
to falfil it. Plainly, she tells parents that on 1he
right fulfilment of their duties in this matter Uf.e(hlt‘i}-
tion depends in large measure not only their children’s
salvation but also their own. And the greater the
dangers that surround us, the mcre emphatic is her
teaching and the more serious the obligation it imyposes.
*
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A parent asks: “Am I bound in conscience to
sennd my children te a Catholic school 7" The answer
is, “Yes. You are bound in couscience.” No Catholic
parent will deny that God created us to know Vhim, to
love Him, and to serve im in this life in order that
we may be happy with Him m the everlasting life
to eome, That truth is fundamental, and if wec once
cadmit it we must admit its conclusions or cease fo he
reasonable. It means that we must admit, i we are
sincere at all, that the end for which Ged made us
is paramount, and that everything in this life ought
to be governed by the necessity of attaining that end.
There is no latitude for epinions here. Tt is a Catholic
doctrine which we must receive if we are Catholies:
and if we receive it we must ackuowledee ifs conse-
quences if we are true Catholics. Tn chilidthood tl_le
obligation urges. Consequently the good parent will
feel bound fo see that the children ave taught to say
their prayers, and to love God. Tu early schqol vears,
when the mind Dbeging to discern between right and
wrong, the Catholic parent will watch over the grow-
ing mind and be solicitous that virtuous habits are
formed and that evil communications are avoided. In
later school years, when adolescence and its dangers
begin to threaten the peace and security of the soul,
the need for watchfulness is greater and the parent's
obligations graver. Education ought te be the develop-
ment and training of all the faculties, and it ought
to.be a real discipline which will help towards the

formation of character. Now, as the character must
be formed with a view to the attainment of our end,
education which omits the most essential thing for
that end is no education at all. Tt is plain that re-
ligion, and religion alone, can inform the mind with
truth and discipline the will to habits of virtue in
such a manner that a parent can with a good conscience
feel satisfied that le is deing his duty by his children.
Religion in education is necessary when the child begins
to lisp its prayers : it is more necessary when the know-
ledge of good and evil comes with the dreadful power
of sinuing; it is most necessary when childhood is past
and the youlh is of an age to appreciate all the sece-
tiveness of the world and ilie flesh which wage warfare
against his soul. Ceming back to the fundamental
principle: the parent is bound by ohbedience to the
Church and by charity towards himself and towards
his children to secure for the latter a Catholic educa-
tion hoth in childheod and in adolescence : and, if he
s thus bound, he is guilty in the sighi of God if he
neglects the Church’s warnings and sends his children
to a non-Catholic school when Cathelic education is
available. The unchristian environment around us and
the "appalling spread of seculariem in all departments
of modern life are such a peril to Faith that we have
no hesitation in saying that only an unnatural parent
will defy thet Chureh and endanger his own and his
child’s salvation by neglecting hix duly in this matter.
El

The position s simply this: To uphold seculayr
education as good encugh for vour chile is to affirm
by deed if not by word that there is no life hereatter,
or, that if there is, yeu ave not concerned about it
either for yourself or rer your chikd.  That tfacit pro-
fession of unbeliet is made by every Catholic parent
who defies the teaching of the Chureh and the warnings
of his pastors in this conunection.  There is no separating
religion and tiwe education, and every system that
tries {u separate them fails. 'The French Commis-
stoners, English and American statesmen and judges,
cur own magistrates all tell us that secular education
1 condemaned by its results and that banishing God
from the schools means banishing virtue from the souls
of individuals and from the homes of the nation. 1t
15 wseless to say that Sunday-schocls and Bunday in-
structions are sufficient to supply what is wanling in
the secular schocis. The facts prove that when for
six days of the week the children are taught that
God does not matter they pay bul scant attention to
the lessons they receive on the seventh. When, through
the week, the mind is instructed on principles that
ignere religion, the fouudation of religious indifference
15 laid and the lessons ol the Sunday will not prevent
the final shutting out of God from the mental horizon.
There is no middle course foer a Catholic parent. e
admits that salvation is the essential thing. By that
admission he must alse admit that education which does
not tend to secure salvation is wrong. Parental weak-
ness, aud parental ambition will try to find excuses,s
but the true and loyal Catliolic, 'who does not g0
against his reason, will admit at once that No excuse
1+ admissible, and that he would be his child’s worst
enemy did he send him 1o a school which might en-
dauger his Faith. 1t is only the Catholic who does
not know what Faith is, who does not realise what
salvation is, that will, for the sake of some imaginary
advantage of a temporal nature, turn his back on the
Catholic school and plunge the child inte the midst
ol the temptatious with which the secular system is
necessarily surrounded. The Duke of Wellington was
nol a Catholie, yet his opinion of the effort to separate
religion from education was expressed in the well-known
words: “You will only succeed in training up & number
of clever devils.”” Good Catholic parents certainly do
not waut to rear clever devils, And the parents who
are satisfied to have their children trained on those
dangerous lines condemned by the Duke can hardly
object if they are told that, notwithstanding their
outward professions, thev are anything but good Cath-
olics, for they are giving concrete proof that to them
the words of Christ mean nothing: .

“What will it avail a man if he gain the whole
world and suffer the loss of his own soul?”?
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