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Parental Duty in Education

CARDINAL BOURNE'S LENTEX PASTORAL.

1t 15 just a year since, immediately atter the election
of onr Holy Father, Pius XI., we set hefore vou some of
the striking lessons which were the natural outcome of
the accompanving ciccumstances of that signtficant elec-
tion. To-day we send with this Pastoral Lelter o
the first lneyelieal Letter addressed Ly the
Pontzit to the Universal Churel, Comtaining as it does
the authoritative exhortation of Christ’s
Vicar wpoun carth, ax he survers the events which continue
to sadden and to perplex the warld, we desice that it e
brought home to the minds and conscionces of atl our people.
To this cend we cnjoin that it be read publicly in
church of the dicerse, the
over several
structions e

ropy of
Sovereign

teaching

every
text being carefully distributed
sindays during Lent: and that suitable ine
based upon it so that its menning and
importance may be made as clear ax passille to the whote
flock.  Thus they will he able to torm aned fashion their
own view of public events, wand the inftuence which they
may he able {o exert wpon {hem, with ile
living voice of him whom our Divine lias chosen
to be the Chief Pastor of His Churel.

There is one pre-cminent danger {o which the Fluly
Father alludes: and to this we would wish to direet your
very special attention, A
to pass,” he savs. for =
Christian has in

i canformmity
Master

worse thing than all iag come
the hiabit of Hle which can he ealled

ereat measure disnppeared.”  Here we
have at onee the root of the evils of the present day. and
the reason of the insistence of the Catholic Churell, in
season and out of SCASOL, ol the necessity of a0 truly

Christian and Cathalic [=:luc.\t1m1 for all her
many countries such education is hampered to the point
of destruction by hostile legislatinn.  In others the Iiherty
of the law has nor heen adequately used by Catholies, who.
content with a traditional external wdherence to the Chureh,
have ailowed voung people to grow up without any reual
education in the knowledae aud practice of their Faith.
leaving them wracticaily defenceless againsy the dangers of
adeleseent and adult life. 1 our own country 1t wonld he
idle to maintain that those who attend the publiely pro-
vided schools receive an edncation that s Christian.  TFven
of the schools which owe their existenco to the elforts of
non-Catholic religious organisations, there are ey nany
where the teaching of roligion is so vague in (-Iul]':‘l;('tm‘ that
it can rarely succeed in leaving o definitely Christian fin-
pression upon the minds of those who reecive sueh tench-
ing. Thus. as we have declared on more than oue recent
oceasion, the Christian tradition of Fuelind in matters
both of helie! avd of conducy is growing wealer every day,
For this reasen the responsibility of Catholies CiNwWs greater
in proportion, for it will with them to
revive, and extend that Christian tradition;
will he able to do only it thev
i all its purity vigor. in themselves their
children.  They must be the salt to preserve the whale
mass, even us were the early Chiristinus i the fivst conluries
of the preaching of the Faith, For this veason we insist
once again npen the principles of Catholie educution, and
upon the urgent need Tor all Catholies to conform to Lhose
principles in the edneation of thelr ebildren.

There are two disrinet and separate responsibilitios jn

children, In

rost preseryve.
il this they
suceeed 1nomaintaining L,

and and in

the education of Catholie children, though ihe one i
dependent pon and grows out of the other. The i
responsibility is thal inherent i parenthood itself, which

obliges all Catholic parents to hring up their ehildron in
the knowledge and practice of the Catholic religion, first
by their ln'm(r example, and xecondly. v propertion to
their own knowledge and oppertunity. by aetually tv.whlnrf

their children the truths of faith, aud the precents of God
and of His Chureh. 'This s a rvesponsibility which they
may never wholly delegate 1o either priest or any other

teacher.  Althougl this is too ofton forgotten, it iy their

\ own inalienable right, privilege, and. duty, of which they

will have to render an account to God \\hn has entrusted
“ghese children to their care. The second respoushiility s
the assigning to suitable teachoers that part of the eduen-
tign of their children which they are wnable, from want
either of suitable knowledge or of sufficient I('it;nre to
impart themselves. And if, av we must certainh (lc). we
regard religion as an essential part of the edll(‘.ltl(]l] af

a Catholic boy or girl, it is obvious thut no nou-Cathelic
teacher, however high his moral character or extensive
his knowledge, can ever really stand in foco parentis where
Catholic clnldren are concerned.  in other words, no Cath-
olic can delegate to any non-Catholic Lis own personal
parental responsibility in this matter of education. Simi-
larly, a non-Catholic is essentially incupable of accepting
or receiving from a Catholie parent any delegation of this
personal parental vesponsibility., 1f, therefore, for some
urgent unaveidable cuuse a Catholic parent is obliged to
allow his child to he taught by a2 noen-Catholic teacher,
lie s hound to provide personally, or by some suitablo
Catholic representative, for the adequate teaching and
safe-puarding of Tis child's faith and religion.
Catholics at non-Catholic ‘Schools.

This prineiple is at the root of The discipline of the
Catholie Church on the guestion of the frequentation by
Catholies of non-Catholie schools, which was recently set
forth again o the new Code of Canon Law, in the Canon
which runs as follows; —-

“Catholic children  must
schools. 0 It is for the Bishop of the diccese alono
to determine, in couformity with the iustructions of the
floly Sce. in whal eirenmstunces, and with what safe-
wnards against the danger of perversion, the frequentation
of such schools may he tolerated.”

The same doctrine was elearly enuneiated by the hishops

Englavd and Wales in 1903, and repeated in 1918. Ty
15 well to recall their words:- -

“We desire to call the varnest attention of all Catholics
to the grave departure from Caiholie teaching and tradi-
tion, and to the very serious daugers to Cathelic Faith
and spirit. which are fnvoelved in the placing of Cathalic
childron, life, in nen-Catholic scheols.
Owing to the usually proximate nature of these dangers,
it i under ordinary circumstances a grievous sin on the
part of parents to expose their ehildren to such risks, and
thix has heen expressly declared in the instructions of
the Hely Hee and of the Bishops of this Province. There
15 not infrequently, also a grave sin of scandal; for when
Catholies, and especially those in o prominent position,
make use of non-Catholic selools, they uffect injuricusly
the whole Catholic position. leading many to follow their
example, and making it increasingly difficult to provide,
maintain, and improve our own schools and colleges.

“We recognise. indeed, that in some rare cases where
uo other means of entering a purticular profession can be
tound, parents may be justified in exposing their sons and
dimghters to sueh risks, provided that they take all pos-
sible precavtions to render them remote:; but we deelare
that these excoptional cases in no way justify a like course
of action where preparation fer a career in life may be
obtained without any similar necessity of attending non-
Catholic places of edueation,  The social advantages to
be wained at certain schools manilest] v do not constitute
sieh a necessity.

“Ne individual priest or confessor is entitled to decide
where necessity of this rature exists, but the matier is
ane to be veferred to the Ordinary of the diccese for bLis
counsel and judgment.

CWe all upon the clergy and the laity alike
te support by every meuans in their power our existing
sehools of all grades, and to ke every effort to 1ucrease
and mprove them, and especially to establish secondary
day schools in all large centres of populatlion.

“Wea appeal to our flocks to adhere faithfully to those
principles of loyalty 1o Chiureh and Faith for which their
furefathers nade so many sacrifices, not only of worldly
pusition and success, hut even of life itself.”

There is evident danger that these grave
admonitions may he foruotten.

Clearly, all cases eannot he judged alike. Attendance
at a non-Catholic duy school may in certain cases be u
neeessity, to he regretted indeed Lnt hardly to be avoided.
On the other hand, save in the case of boys entering for
the Navy, we do not know of cirenmstances which would
justify a Catohlic parent in nlacing his child in a non-
Catholic boarding schoul,

The cases are cvidently quite dfferent. Attendance at
a day school involves, at most, withdrawal from home in-
flnencé for a few hours on weekdays. Residenee at o board-
ing school 1mplies. on the contrary, severanee from direct

not  atiend non-Catholic

of whatever elass in
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