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Evening Memories

{By WitLiam Q'Briex.)
CHAPTER XXII1.—(Coulinued)

It is time to let the reader know something of the
ocourrences which gave the member for Manchester’s joyous
wit its chance, and tickled his admirers inte “roars of
laughter.”” Be it horne in mind that the publication of
the facts was forced upon me as the only means of refuting
a gross official untruth which was uttered behind my back,
and the text of which [ was not even permitted to sce.  As
it 1s the last oceasion on which it will e neeessary to dwell
upon cdistressing pe;'smml details, sinee the Manchester-
cum-Clonmel episode marked the final overthrow * of ihe
programme of prison fright{ulness divulged by Mr. Balfour
at Cleuds, a lengthy extract from the statement which Mr.
Healy took from my lips at the time in Clonmel prison wiil,
onc‘ma.v hove, he Torgiven:

“About eleven o'clock ann., on the moruing after my
arrival in Clanmel prison, the chief warder, Gough, entered
my cell, and said * Come to the Doctor.” T followed him
1o a wide open court. stone puved. A gentleman was stond-
ing at a high desk in this apen corrider,  He did not salute
me, nor in any way inform e whoe ke was. His first
words were Caopen vour vest.” T owayg obliced to ask him
“Are you the prison doctor?” He said, * Yes,” and drew
out his stethoscope. [ opened my vest, and he placed the
stethoscope to my chest on the right and left side, as well
as T can remember. without asking to have my shirt opened.
He next said, “ Have vou a cough® 1 said, * T should be
very sorry to be persouvally discouricous, but awing o the
perversion on a former occaston of my communications with
the prison doctor in Tullamore, T have no means of pro-
tecting mysell sgainst misrepresentation. unless to decline
to make any communicatinn as (o my health. hut you are
at perfect liherty to examine me in vvery wax vou dhoose.’
He said, ‘ that does not matter: apeu your shirt; vour shirt
is too stiff.” I then opened my <hirt. and he examined me
with another instrumeni—T helieve 4 binaural stethoscope
~after which he said, - pul out xour tongue.” T did =o.
He then struck me bghtly on the stomach, and without
another word put up his instrwwent. T had to ask him.
‘i that all?”’ He sad, “Yesm and T turned back to the
cell with the ehict warder, whe had heen o witness of the
examination, and who, like the doctor and myself, was
standing v the corrvidor during the examination.

“About five minutes afterwards the chief warder re-
turned to my cell and =aid, ¢ We must foree vou to put
on the prison clothes.” 1 asked to scc the governor, who
appeared to have been waiting outside the deor, for he
immediately appeared. T said. * T have to ask that a
doctor shall he preseni duving any atiack upen we)” He
satd, ‘T cannot do that: vou have passed the doctor.”
‘Then,” T said. “vou will have to strip me by loree.” or
wordg to that effeci. 1 placed my back to the further wall
of the cell; three warders Dnumediately rushed at me with
the chief warder. The four seized me, and a  violent
strugale toek place between us, the governor standing by,
Thev succeeded after a strngele in flinging me on my hack
on the floor, dragging my clothes away meanwhile, When
1 was down one man placed his kuee on my chest, not, as
T believe, brutally, but with a pressure that caused e
considerable stilfering. I heard someone, T thinle the ehiel
avarder, say " Don’t huet hin The pressure was tlen
relaxed. and | strupcled to my foet again, aud renewed
tho struggle. while my clothes were heing iorn off one by
one. T wax then flung a second time on the floor, this time

*Sinee the above lines were penned, thirty-one vear
after the episodes of Mavchesier and Clonmel gaol, so in-
corrigible arve the ways of Lngland's Chief Secrctaries, pre-
cisely the sanie «tory ol senseless barbarities followed by
shabby surrender in face of an unconnuerable resistance,
was repeated in the case of the memorable hunger strike
of 85 Sinn Fein prisoners in Mountjoy gaol, April, 195
*The description of Mr. Arthur Griffith, M.P., of the pricon

poliey of Mr. Macpherson in 1920 as an attemnt ““io treat

all political offenders as common eriminals with the threat
ta murder phem if they refase this status’ is. momine mu-

tafo, no less true of the poliey of Mr. Balfour a meneration

hefore.

“place. They succeeded

o

oh my fac-e.. 1 continved to struggle with all my fores,
while they were dragging prison clothes on me, and from
the struggle and exhaustion, I became so fain} that they
had -twica to cease, in order to give me a drink of water,
During this second struggle my strength was totally ex-
ha}lsbed. I heard the governor give the order to have my
hair and beard taken off, and I remember the first few
da_shes made at me with a scissors, After that T lost con-
sclousness, and when T recovered, found my mouth full of
hairs, "-fn,d was propped up on a stool between two warders
who still held my arms. The governor said,  Surcly you
]m've resisted enough now ; you know it hag to be dm{e." I
sald te lim, ‘You know little of me if you do not know
that the struggle is only beginning now. The instant my
Lands are free, I will fling these clothes off again,”

“The warders having followed Alderman Hackett to

the door, I instantly threw off the prison clothes.

k Three
of them rushed at me agai

: 1, and another strugple took
cer 1 foreing on some of the prison
selzing and twisting my arms all the time.
In consequence of my resistance the chief warder told them
not to mind foreing on the coat or vest this time. I again
lmca.!ne so faint that they again put water on my lips, but
continued to hold my arm while 1 stood leani;lg ag;in‘st
the wall for a considerable time, So far as 1 can estimu;ce
the sceno had by tlis time lasted half an hour.

“The warders continued to hold e for
when the chief warder
immediately drag

clothes again,

lec a long time,
said ‘ Bring him along” and I was
: ged to the door in my shirtsleoves and
with my feet naked. No intimation was given me ‘t’hat I
was b_emg brought to be weighed. Up to this moment th.a
l'|}rtt]).‘itlo;l oil; weighing had never bheen mentioned to me
either by the doctor or by : 5, & -
have made the slightest dbjzt:i;fgge{h];aﬁli o pever

: > slig nown that that
was thelrl object. T was dragged across g large #pace
fr]m-h I since learned was the main hall of the prison. Af’;
the moment [ was se stupefied, and my bad sight made me
50 helpless {my spectacles haviug been takeu from me during
the struggle and not returned), that I had only the most
confused notion of where [ was being taken mvhimpression
was that I was being dragged to a punishment cell. I said
to *fhe warders who had a hold of my arms again and
again, ‘ Where are you dragging me to¥’ They made no
reply,_hut dragged me on to what 7 now b(‘Ii[—‘VG was a
weighing machive, beside which the governor and doctor
were standing. My legs and arms wero dragged abont
the machine in an exceedingly painful way, and I then satd
. As.long as vou are treating me in this barbarous fashion‘
1 _wllI submit to nothing except by foree.) The governo;
said, ‘take him awny.’ They apparently gave up the at-
terpt to weigh me. .

. T was then dragged, still by the arms, in the opposite.
direction towards another cell, still under the impression
that 1 was Deing brought to some other punishment, I
was thrust inte a cell in a different part of the prison, in
which there was nothing except a stool. .

“The moment I was left alone T threw off the prison
clothes, and retained only a shirt. They made no further
attempt to force the clothes on me. . . 1 was left alone
the entire day and evening. T remained until eight p.m,
walking wp and down the ecell, with no covering except
the shirt. The day was bitierly cold, and my teeth chatior-
ing, hut T proeured some warmth by lring on the floor,
close to the hot-water pipes. 1 whs unable io ent, but
drauk ax wueh of the milk as [ could. Al eight o'clock,
the usual hour for going 1o bed, a warder oponed the door
and put in a nlank bed, without a matiress of any kind,
He also hronght in twae single hlankets and a amilt. I put
one of the blankets on the plank, and the other, with thi
quilt, aver me, and lay down. I did not sleep throughout
the night. Tt was bitterly cold. T got my head on the
hot-water pipes and utilised that ag a pillow (none being
supplied with the plank). About half an hour afterwards
—namely, about a quarter to uine a.m.. as far as I ean
cilenlate—the governor and chief warder entered my cell.
The governor said, ‘wou will kill yourself if you ge on
like this” T said, ‘If T am killed I will take good care
it is not I who will have the responsibility.” He said,
‘ You must know that there are prisoners who refuse to
take food, and we are obliged to force them by putting
mechanical restraints on them.” I said. ¢ There is not
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