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Faith of Our Fathers

[A WaegLy Instevorion For Youne anp OLp.]

Of the Supreme Dominion of Jurisdiction Which God Has
Over His Creatures.—(Continueq.}

But (2) we must further consider that God, by His
Almighty power, not oniy created us, but He still cen-
tinues, hy the same Almighty power, every moment to pre-
sorve us; insomuch, that should He withdraw His hand
from us for an instant, that instant we should immediately
return to our primitive nothing: for as the light of the
day so essentially depends upon the sun, thalt if the sun
should cease to shine, that instant light would cease 1o
exist, so we, and all we have, so esseniiallv depend upon
the continual preservation of God, that the momeni Tie
should cease to preserve us, we should cease to he: for
“He upholdeth all things by the word of His power”™ (Heh.
i. 3). “By Him all things consist’ (Col. 1. 17). And
“how could anything endure,” savs the wise man ta {iod,
“if Thou wouldst not? or be preserved, if not called hy
Thea?" (Wisd. xi 26). God i3 a sclf-existent, necessary.
and indefectible being, perfectly sufficient for himsell, and
absolutely  independent of any other: bui we, and ull
¢reatures, have no being of ourselves—we are nothing. and
of ourselves always tend to nothing, and continually depend
upon Him for owr very existence. How immensely does
this inerease our subjection to Him, and our striet obliga-
tion to serve and obey Him?  And as we wholly depend
upon Him for our existence. so we vqually demond upon
Him for eversibing else withoul exception. 1t isx {od
“Who covereth the heaven with viouds. und prepureth rain
tor the carth: Who maketh grass {o srow on the mouninins.
and herhs Tor the service ol man: Who giveth io heast
their foed. and to the voung raven< who eall upon 1l
(Po. exlvic 810 Aud therefore. The eves of all lisne in
Thee, O Lord, wnd Thou givest them mear in due ~vason ;
Thou openest Thy Tand, and fllest with Thy blessing every
living  cereature ™ (Ps. exhiv. 13, What  Thou
givest  to  them, thexy shall  gather  up:  when
Thon  openest  Thy  hand,  they  shall  all be  Glled
with pood: but it Thon turnest away Thy Faee, they shall
be tronbled: Thou shalt tzke away their breath, and thev
shall {ail, and shall return to their dust™ (Ps. ciin 28).
See here what an immense dependence we have npon God
for eversthing, and cousequently how immense our oblign-
tion is to serve and obey Him. Nay. whatever powers or
faculties we have, whother of soul er hody, are all the work
of the great God: they are given us by Him—He cin take
them from us when e plenses, and they so ewentially de-
pend upon Him, that without His conenrrence we could
not exercise them—no. not for a moment : ~“Withoui Me,”
says Jesus Christ. “vou van do nothing” (John xv.): wot
so much as think a thoneht, vor speak a word. ner move
either hand or foot. Tf a louse e ooee huilt by ile
builder, it stands in no lurther need of the workman's
hand for its preservation: il the seed be enee ilirown inio
the ground, it stands v no Turther need of the =ower for
its growth, and the preduction of its fruit: if a watch he
once finished by the workman, and wound up. it suffices
by itself to continue its motion; but we have such an ab-
solute dependence upon the Hand that made us, that we
ean nelther exist, nor ncresse, nor act, nor move, without
His continual conservation and assistance. Who can con-
ceivo tha extent of this total dependence we lave on Him¥
Judge then how immense our obligation must be to serve
and obey Him!

Yet this 18 not all; for (3) the very end for which we
have our being—the design that God had in creating us.
and for which He made and preserves us. is to serve aud
obey Him. ©Qur Blessed Saviour savs of Himscli: “T came
down from Heaven, not to do My own will, hut to da the
will of Him that sent Me” {(John vi. 38). And it s 1o
less true of us, that we were created by Almighty God.
and are placed by Him in this world, not to do our own
will, but the will of Him that created us. God created
this world and all things in it, not out of any necessity,
nor through force, but out of His own free choice, because
He was pleased to de so, and for such ends and nuses as
He thought proper to assign to every creature, that all
might concur, in their respective spheres, to this ultimate

and supreme end, to give Him pleasure and glory. *‘Every
one,” says He, ‘“‘that calletl upen My vame, I have created
biin for my glory' (s, xliin 2), Aad every creaiure pro-
motes this glory of the Creator, by Iunithfully performing
those effects for which Be made them, Fhus the sun was
vreated to glorify God by givibg licht and heat; the water
by serving to cool and refresh; the carth by producing
nourishment to man and beast; and man was created to
glorify Ged, by serving and ebeying Him. This is the very
end of kis being: he has no existence hut for this purpose.
But what an infinite obligation does this lay him under
to comply with bis end! flow indispensahle is his duty
to serve and obey his Creator!  Whatever is destined for
any particular end, and for that alene, it either it does
not, or cannot, comply with {hat end, is good for nothing—
i~ to no purpose at alll 15 the sun should cense to give
light and heat—the water to cool and refresh, and the
earth to produece meat for man and Dheast, what would he
the use ol them? to what purpnse would they serve? they
might as well not be at a2ll. o man, if he refuse 10 serve
wied obey Ged, s goad {or noathing; wltever e docs else,
is to no purpose: he s like an abortive—a mere vnisance
o the eyves ol his Creator. And on the other hand, as
every thing is the more perfert in ity kind, and the more
excellent and vabuable, the more perfectly it accomplishes
the end of its being: so the more perfectly man complies
with the noble end for which he is created. hy serving mul
oheving Godo the more excellent and perfect e is; and
hence the wise man, after a Tong dliseourse on the ways of
mnan. draws this concluston, > Fear Gold, and keep His com-
andients, Tor this is all man™ (Becles. xin,, 13): that is
s whote bwsinese his whole duty - his highest perfection
s ondy haopiness- fis afl !

Aelel toall thise €y The absobiie nevessity we all lin
under of eomplying with this end of our heing, by serving
and sheying God, secing otherwise i is impossible for s
to eseape the disial effecis of s justice and vengeancee
“The Lovd Bah made @1 ihings tor Himsell ™ (Prov, xvi.,
Drothat fso for Bl own pleasure and glory s Lhis is the
creat, the supreme, the ultimate end which the Almighty
has i view inoall His works: and in (he accomplishment
of this. it iy nwpossible He sbouid be ever disappointed
too this grear end we st 2T unavoeidably contribute,
whether we will or not. for endless eternities; we can
no more be dispensed with o this, than we ean cease o
he ereannres: but here Hes the great, the dreadinl difference
—if we cheerfudly comply with the dmmediate end of eur
hetng o this Tife, by earelully serving Him and keeping
His commandments, we shall be happy Tor all cterniiy, in
the enjosment o God 3imeelf in heaven, glorifving His
idintte vooduess and werev s il 1 we refuse (o serve and
obey Hiw here, we shadl be condenmed 10 the etornal
torments of hell hereatier. there for ever 1o exalt and
alorify This jostice. One of ihe two must vuavodably le
o fate s glovity e we st whether we will or not:
and there Is wo escaping tis alternative o glorilying
Him, etther fu beaven as trophies of Hix merey. or in hell
as vietims of s elernad vongeance: hy serving and obey-
ing Hhim here woe shall secure tie former: hut if we disobey
His holy commandments here, the latter must be our Fate
for ever? For God is o <Uold whose wrath ne man can
resist. and under whom they stoop that bear un the world®™
Cloly ixco I Thou art terrible,” savs David {o Him,
“fand who can rvesisi Thee From 4he time {hat Thy wrath
shall break out® Thou st cansed pndement to be heard
from heaven: the earth trembled and was still” (s, Ixxy).
Neither is iy possible For sinners to #y from His avenging
fustice, “There shall e ne flighl for them.” =avs (lod
Himselt, Sand 1 will slay the Tast of them with the sword.
Thex shalt flee, and Tie that shall flee of them. shail not
he delivered, Though they o dewn even to hell, thence
shall My hand hring them ont: and though thexr elimb up
to heaven, thence will T hring them down.  And thongh they
he hid m the top of Carmel, T will search and take them
away trom thence: and though they hide themselves from
My exes in the depths of the xea, there will Tecommand the
serpent, and he shall hite them: and if thex go intn
captivity hefore their enemies. there will T command the
swaord, and it shall kill them. And T will set myv eyes upon
them [or evil. and not for good'” (Amos ix.. 1), Oh! how
terrible it is to fall mto the hands of this avenging God!
How great, then, our obligation fo serve and obey him!
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