TrurspAY, JUNe 7, 1923.

Our Sports Summary

FOOTBALL IN CHRISTCHURCH.

Following were the scores of the Marists’ teams in the
matches played on last Stturday week (writes our own
correspondent) : ——Marist seniors v. Sydenham-Lyttelton,
94-3; jumiors v. Ricearton, 3-0; 3rd grade v. Linwood,
G-8; 4th grade, a bye; 5th grade v. Linwood, 28-5; and
Gth grade v. Y.M.C.A., 54-0.

e
Liverpool Grand National
REMINISCENCES OF THE BIG 'CHASE.

Tie Liverpaol Grand National (snys a Home paper) is
the world's greatest steeplechuse. N represemts a long,
tiring journey of four miles aud a hall (to be acearrate,
it is only 24 yards shori of the distance). The obstacles
to be surmounted are exceptionslly formidable, and they
are numerous: tle competition is always very keen, the
hest performers being engaged. the pace is very ot through-
ont, and it is no use taking a bad jJumper to Aintrec.
Thirty times has the Grand National horse to jump in the
course of his long journer. Fourteen of these obstacles,
however, are taken twice. The two jumps cleared omeo
only are the famous “Open Mtell” and the cqually Tamous
“Water Jump,” hoth opposite. or mearly opposite, the
grand staud and both frequent sources of discomfort 1o
the field as they complete the first civente.
“Peecher's Breok” and ©Canal Torn” and “Valenline's
Brouk,”” are household words in the world of steepleciinsing,
and all bave taken toll zear by yeur of many much fancied
candidates, A National” winner must possess at least
three notable qualibeations— viz.. a wood 1urn of speed,
fine jumping ability. and stayving power.
nowadavs 10 lay off aud wait,
others,

The ecelebrated

He cannog affonld
He must oo on with the

The Firdt Nation:l

The first Grand National was run i 1839 and was
wou by Lottery. who looked like scoving again the following
year, when he came down at the stone wall, an obstacle
that hrought three others o grief also.  TLottery ran again
1 1841 and T2, hut failed to join that select band of
dual winners which includes Peter Simple, Abd-el-Kader,
The Tuh, The Colonel, and Manilesto.

T 1848, when Chaundler wort. the field ineluded o ¢hesi-
nut gelding uamed Kagle ridden by Johunie Broome, ile
prize fighter., whe performed quite well until- Beecher's
Brook was reached, when Fagle refused aund Droome took
such a toss that he was knocked oni, thus lesing a wager
that he would be in the fourth feld from: home when the
winner passcd the post.

First Doal Winner,

The frsi dual winner was Mr. Josaph Oshorne’s Ahd-
el-Kader, who scored in 1830 with 9st 121by and with 10st
4lha the following vear, making a vecord in the former
vear by completing the course in Ywin 57isecs.
formance was excellent, seeing that be only stood 152, He
was by Ishmael out of a coach mave. purchased for 30
guineas and hunted by Mr. Osborne in Treland.

A Matter of Opinion.

Tt will be guite legitimate to disagree as to what were
thie best horses that have won the famous “chase. Numes
such as Fmblem. The Tamb, The Colonel, Disturbance, and
Cloister will come trippingly to the toupme, Come Away
and Frigate in more madern days, Jerry M., and Tr ovtown.
When \‘.lld Man from Bornea won it with Mr. Joseph
Widger in {he saddle, Waterford went julilantly mad. Tt
may he mentioned here that Salamander, whe bheat a ficld
af 30 in 1866, was found in a hovel in Treland and housht
for a very small sum.

Cloister’s Record.

Cloister put up a wonderful record in the race.  Second
ta Come Away in 1890, he wns second angain, carrying 12st
3lhs, to Father (FPFlvn in 1892, and then with the impost
of 12t Tlhs. and with W. Dollersy sip. he wade almost all
the running and won in a canter hy 40 lengihs in 1893,

The Great Manifesto.

TFor consislency the palm must be given to Manifesto

He madc his first appearance in 1895 (Wild Man from

His per-.
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Borneo's year), and two yéurs later beat a Lig field, ridden
by Terry Kavanagh; while again in 1899, with George
Williamson in the saddle, Munifesio ecarried 12st 7lb to
victory. Manilesto was third in 1900, 1902, and 1903,
and in all his seven appearances 1a the race only fell once,
when in 1900, Algie Anthony won on Ambush 1., and
Manifesto carried 195t 13lhs into third place. His last
appearance in the ceutest was in 1003, when, after con-
ceding 25lbs 1o Wirkland, he again finished third.
The Beasleys.

The record of that famous {amily of hersemen, the
Beasleys. must net be forgotten in connection with the
event. O the hrothers, we buve still Mr. Harry Beasley
hale wid hearty with us, able to appreeiate the prowess in
the pigskin of his sons, Willie and Harrv. Temmy Beasley
won three Nationals on Bmpress, Woodhrook, and Frigate,
aud wmong other Tustoric events, the Paris Steeplechase on
Whisper Low. Hurry scored on Come Away in 1891, and
Willie was cecond on Frigate in 1888,

SHAUN SPADHA TN THE 1923 GRAND NATIONAL.

The Aintree Feuces,

Distauce from the start to first feuce, 546 vards. The
run 1n, 494 vards,

I and 17—Thorn lence {gorse), 4ft Gin hagh, 2ft 9in
wide: 2 and 15—Thorn fence (gmse), 41t Gin high, 3ft wide;
1 oand 10—Thorn fence (fir), 5ft Ligh, 3t wide, with ditch
on take off side 6ft wide, 2t deep, banked up to guard rail
Jft Gin high n front of diteh ; 4 and 20—"Thorn fenee (gorse),
5it high, 3ft wide; 5 and 21—7Thorn fence (gorse), 5t high,
3N wide: 6 and 22— Beechier's Brock,” a thorn fence (fir),
At high, 3it 3in wide, with a1 unatural breeok on far stde
Al Gin wide, drop 6t 7 and 23—Thorn fence {gorse), 4ft
Tin bigh, 311 wide: 8 and 24--"The “Canal Turn.” a thorne
fence (porse). 511 high, 3ft wide, ditch on take off side
Git wide, 200 deep, hanked wp to guard rail 1§t Gin high in
front of diteli: % and 23—"Valentine's Breok,” a thorn fence
(iry, 4t 11in high, 36t wide, & natural brook on far side

At G owide, drop Gt 10 and 26—Thern fenee (sorse). 5it
high, 3t wide: 11 and 27—Thern fenee (gorse), 5t high,
3ft wide, diteh on Aake off side 6t wide, 2%t deep, banked
to gnard rail Ut Gin hieh i front of diteh, drop 6ft; 12
and Z83—Thorn feuce (gorsk), 41t 11in high, 3ft wide, ditch
an far side 50t 6in wide. 45t deep: 13 and 29—Thorn feuce
Gsprueed, 4t Tin high. 316 wide: 14 and 30-—-Thorn fence
(sproce), JFt Tin high, 3t wide: 15—The “Open Ditch,” a
thern fence (spruced, 5L 2in high, 3ft %in wide, ditch on
take off «ile 6t wide, 21t deep, and banked to guard rail
16 Gin high in front of diteh ; 16—The “Water Jump,’’ 15t
wide over all. with thorn lenee {gorse), 2ft 6in high, 2ft
G wide, 121 Gin of water. 3ft deep. Distance 4 miles
and 836 vards,
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