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Answers to Correspondents

OmsERVER.~(a) It is merely a sign of bad manners to call
a clergyman hy his surname, ¢.g.. to refer to a Father
Murphy or the Rev. Mr. Smith as Murphy” and
“Smith.” (0 Whistling is regarded as a breacls of
good manners, especinlly in the eaxe of fomules, An
ald Irish proverh says: =\ crowing cock uned a whist-
ling woman are heard in hell.”

Cerr.—There are several hooks on early Gaclie Litersture,
Douglas Hyde's little. manual is excellent. Then there
is the larger work in two volumes by Fleanor Hull.
For early history and eritical inquiries vou caunat et
better than Hoin MaceNeill's hooks.

Srupesxt.—3artial law, by British orders. does wob look
much like freedont (or Favpt. The edueational syutem
forced on the Bavptians by the British Government
was designed for the continual subjection al the rucc,
Its cerner-stones wero:

1. The masses must be kopt uneduieated at all costs.,

2. The schools and calleges must produce just a
sufficient number of men instructed in such a way as
to he merely efficient and subordinate officials to the
English master,

3. Self-respect. seif-help.  sell-reliance,  self-confi-
dence, sense ol nationulity. the spirit of independence,
and, in short, all that tends to make men oreat n the
real sense of the ward, must hoe svstematieally eliminated
from all schools.

.. 4 The little technical education that there is musl
be conducted in such a wav und in such a SIHITE o
to keep Ilpypt {or ever depending on England for pure
and applied science, industry, aud trade. (Ihrahim
Rashid, in The Trish Year Bool,

JBOOK NOTICES [)

Celtic Trelund, by Foin MacNeill :

Phases of Irish History, by Foin MacNeill:

Women of Ninety-Eight, by Mrs. Coneannon :

Daughters of Banba, by Mrs. Concannon.

The Mauager of the N2, Tabler Co. Las roceived a
stock of the ahove named baoks, all dealing with [Erish
history. With regard to Di. MWaeNeill's two volumes, we
can safely say that no sericus student of Irish history can
afford to neglect them. The suthor is the greatest living
authority on early Celtic Listory, and in these twe works
he has given us the harvest of vears of patient research.
No writer of Irvish history can tenore them in future
and they dissipate many old fubles which were hitherto
handed down to us hy author after suthor as frue histary.

Mrs. Concannon's hooks are pure gold. She knows her
subject and she cen write.  Apatt from the interest of the
pages, thev are real literary troats in themselves. The
Women of Nivety-Eight is a moving and pathetie volume
dealing with a sad and glocious chapter in the making
of Ireland. Daughters of Bonha is a sceries of henutifui
pictures of the womanhoad of Treland, in every period,
and of every class—women of femenes, women of the castles.
women of the towns, women of the country, and women of
the cloister and the cell.

Memories of the Fulure: heing Memoirs of {he Years
1915-1922. Edited by Ronald Knox (Methuen, 7/6).
The Memoirs are supposed to he written fifty vears

hence by Opal, Lady Porstock., Needless to say the author

is Ronald Knox, a distinguished Oxford convert now a

Catholic' priest. Some years ago he gave us the story

of his conversion in a work of wreat literary merit whieh

he called, 4 Spivitual Aeneid, Readers of that beok will
be prepared for hrilliant writing and for delicate taste
in whatever he gives the public, hul we denbt if there le
any who will not he pleasautly surprised to find in his
new book so much keen satire and good Tumared langhter,

Lady Porstock’s memories of the events and of the modes

of the half-century which has vet to run may. he reparded

by some as amusing reading, hui to us they certainly
convey a prefound warning. What her faithful pen notes

‘packed house

novelty

down from year to year is really
reenrd of the harvest for
hresent time,

te be looked upon as a
which we are sowing at the
Thus the book hecomes a satire and even
& protest against the fads of modern educationists, against
the ‘irreligious tendencies of the age, and against the de-
cadence evident in religion, in art, in letters, in everything
that matters. The account of her marriage to an American
alleged to be tuken from the Daily Mail some twenty
years henve iz oa fair sample of the humor of the story :

PEER'S DAUGHTER HITCHTS MILLIONAIRF
ANOTHER  AMERICAN COUSIN GETS WIS FROM
CUPID,

The U.S. citizen is a brainy Ind and it jan't only for
titles he comes over thig side; 1 hardly suppose ! “’ilse
Harkness anyhow, Lord Parstock, as Le i since those
birthday honors ses things buzsing, knew 2 good thing
when he siw it. When he fonnd he badn’t {oul-hooked a;:
angel (his first impression) he lost no time asking her to
nominate the anniversary. So the red carpet will have
to b wot out against her retwrn Lo her country seat at
Grevlands, ote., ete,

Futher Knox has written o clever, entertaining book :
bt it is w serious hook all the same, Like the qu'pq ol,"

the Court Jesters of other days, it containg deep wisdom
heneath its appurent mirth,

——— o
Successful Entertainment at Nelson

A very sueccesstul entert
funds, was held recently

ainment in aid of the church

at the Theatre Royal, before o
on each of the three nights (writes

pendent).  The production was one of the best of its kind
that loeal taieut has staged, and reflectod great credit upon
ity producer (Miss Beatrice Arxdon), who spared no pains
to make the performance the sticeess it was. The orchestra
comprising Misses M, Feowler and Flett, and Messrs. Fn,ir:
weather, Brandell, Mackler, Jackson, and Oakley, did good
serviee, and their two overtures were much appreciated.
'I‘h.v.p.rr?;:z';u.mnn was well thought cut and showed great
origiality in hoth dress and dancing, The stage scenery
hud heen very effectively utilised and gave a pleasing back‘-
aronnd to all items. There was a total of a hundred per-
formers in the production. The boys and girls played up
to thelr parts surprisingly well, as was shown bx their
cceentrie CGallywoeg” dance and ihe Presentation of such
dances as  the “Gebling,”  and  the
USpirit of Pantomime.” all of which were well received.
Two outstanding children’s items were the classical dance,
“Spring's Awakening,” and the “TPowder and Pateh’ ga-
vette.  Misses E. and L. Reid deserve
their worlke in the song and chorns, “Smiling,”” and in
the Fewptian danee, “lneense,” in which they assisted
Miss M. Axvdon, The dance, “Tulips’ Awakening,” by
fittle Ella Robertson was beautifully performed and showed
her to be a child dancer of wnusual merit. Three songs
hy Aiss . O’'Donnell (*‘Swanee River Moon’), Misz V,
Beel {“Why Should 1T Cry?"), and Miss B. Aydon (““Alan-
nah') supported by effective adult choruses, proved de-
servedly popular, as did the song “Merry Moon’’ by Misses
Beel, O’Dannell, Johnson, and Avdon (2). Miss M. Avdon
gave two really humorous sketches, “For Love of Mike”
and “T'm Fed Tp.’' Tn the latter she wag assisted by
Miss V. Beel. Her costumes were most original, and both
items veceived guite an ovation, The Spanish “‘Cachuca”
hy Miszes W, and M. Berry proved to be a delightul spe-
ciality dance. Another outstanding item was the song and
dance *“Mississippt’? hy Miss Elva Newman, who played

& corres-

special mention for

the part of the lisping schoolgirl extremely well. The
amonnt realised totalled £75 net.
-

The study of American history and traditions is urged
hr the Rev. Dr. Guilday, professor of histery at the Qath-
olic University, as certain o have a wholesome influence

towards restoring the old-time ehivalry JLfowards woman-

hood.

Our success in remeving furniture is due to the exer-
cise of care. Clients rely on us for attention and careful
workmanship, and these we invariably give them.—The
New Zealand Express Company, Limited,
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