
any existing,. notably mosques. From the same source
we learn that the concessionaries also promise to "form
a Turkish working class and imbue the papulation with
a taste for sports and physical exercise.” Moreover,
they will "establish in the most humble villages the
healthy homes necessary for the amelioration of the
race and character.”

Some Important Decisions
To a large section of our readers the following in-

formation will be valuable and interesting. In the
Irish Ecclesiastical Record for April, the liturgical
editor deals with two points of special interest to con-
vents. He is asked for a reply to these questions:

(1) Is not a convent oratory semi-public accordingto Can. 1188, §2? Could a nun, for the peace of her
conscience, make her confession there to a priest ap-proved by the Ordinary, but who has not got the ex-traordinary faculties mentioned in Can. 876 ?

(2) When carrying the Blessed Sacrament in pro-
cession to the sick, if nuns with lighted torches ac-
company a priest, should they walk behind him?

Replies'. 1. (a) Yes, it would seem to be quit©
clear from Can. 1188, §2, of the New Code, (b) Yes,in accordance with Can. 522, provided he is a confessor
ah Ordinario loci pro mulierihiis appi-obatus, the con-
fession may validly and licitly take place in any church,
or oratory, even semi-public.

(2) Before replying we deem it advisable to give
a brief description of the whole ceremony in. accordance,
as far as possible, with the prescriptions of the Roman
Ritual. We say advisedly ‘‘as far as possible,” for
ordinarily the circumstances do not permit the carry-
ing out of the full Ritual ceremony regulating the
liturgical procession of the Blessed Sacrament from "the
altar to the sick room. The Ritual prescribes for this
procession the use of the umhella and the assistance of
clerics or acolytes and torch-bearers, who are to precede
the priest, but a decree of the Sacred Congregation,
dated , December 11, 1903, distinctly says that the
custom of women taking part in the strictly liturgical
sense in this procession cannot be tolerated. Now- in
this matter nuns are exactly in the same position as
other women, so that they are not allowed to hold the
umbelln over the priest’s head, nor to ring the bell,
nor to carry processional torches before the Blessed
Sacrament. In the absence of boys to perform these
duties, the bell may be rung by a nun to give warningof the approach of the Blessed Sacrament and, if neces-
sary, she may precede the priest to point out the way,but she must not be a participant in the procession in
the strict sense; similarly, one or more nuns may, if
necessary, go before the priest to light the way, but ifthere is no such necessity the proper place for all is
after the priest.

Preparation -. For this ceremony there ought to he
ready the following: —ln the Sacristy: a surplice, .stole
(white), humeral veil (white), and burse (white) con-
taining a corporal; On the lowest Altar step, a Bene-
dictionale, or chart containing Prayer of the Blessed
Sacrament; Outside the Sanctuary: nuns with lighted
torches and bell; In the sick room: a chair or bench
on which to leave the humeral veil, a white linen Com-
munion cloth ante pectus in firmi

, a table covered with
a white cloth, on which are placed a corporal unfolded,two lighted candles, a vessel with holy water and an
aspersory, a finger bowl containing water, and a Ritual
properly marked.

In convents or hospitals Holy Communion may be
given before or after or during Mass in the ordinary
way provided that the altar is visible from the sick
bed, or, even though the altar is not visible, providedthat the voice of the celebrant is audible to the sick
person. It is not permitted however to interrupt the
Mass for the sake of bringing Holy Communion to the
sick, either for the sake of devotion or as the Viaticum
in cases where neither one or other of these conditions
is fulfilled.

If Holy Communion is given to several in the same
room or dormitory, the one Blessing with the ciborium
is given at the end to all; if the sick are in separaterooms the full ceremony is repeated in each room.

The Sistine Choir
It is the proud boast of the great Roman choir thatits origin dates back as far as the fourth century. WhenMonsignor Casimiri was conducting part of the choir inEngland some time ago, this claim was received withi tie notice by a press that could not be expected toappreciate all that it meant. The average Englishjournalist is not a man of deep research, aid it weretoo much to expect hat he should be acquainted withthe history of Church music. There is a time-honoredtradition that Pope Sylvester established a Singing3uT!, wTn"1! hls reign, which extended fromtut p 025 nA-D - Another venerable tradition saysthat Pope Gregory the Great founded a school aboutthe year 600 A.D. Of the Pontifical Choir founded byGregory the Great tere is no doubt that the presentChoir is the lineal descendant. Gregory was not thefounder of Singing Schools, but belaid the axe ofreform to the root of a system which was not edifyingand its place he created another which has continuedto {Jus day. Hence there is no discrepancy betweenpie two apparently contradictory traditions. If thetoman Choir wants to claim an origin farther back'than1400 years ago, it is justified in doing so by the exist-enC of a Smgmg School attached to every See in" the45#;./ .“A" 35°' Shor% fte y’ear 600the Pontifical Choir was recruited from the orphansof the city, but S 450 or 350 the scho cantorum wasidentical with the diocesan seminary. This ancientclencaj school was dispossessed by Gregory because hesays . It has for a long time been a reprehensible cus-tom, and worthy of note, for the sacred ministry of

singers before entering into deacon’s orders, to devotethen whole time to the cultivation of their voices, al-together neglecting their office of preaching and of thedistribution of alms; and the priests, each cultivatinghis organ to attain an edifying voice, irritating God,while they please the people with their accents.” Inorder to reform the abuses he decrees that “deaconsshall not sing at all except in'the recitation of theGospels in the Masses. From the time of Solomon,the levite, and in Christian times down to St Gregorythe deacon was the precentor of the congregation, which(at least down to the Council of Laodicea) had .the rightto respond. Later the congregation was excluded fromthis privilege. Music, on higher and more scientificlines, was introduced, and trained singers, capable ofresponding to the calls of the new methods and thevaster repertoire, came into being. The monks froman early period, began to systematise the singing’of theoffices which they set in . a framework of antiphons cal-culated to make the psalms appropriate to the office
?, the day. At first, by an antiphon was understoodthe prelude, the psalm, and the gloria. The singing ofoffices was common in the East and West by the time•St. Jerome had completed his psaUerium rovianum inthe year 384 A.D. To swell the corpus musicale othernon-liturgical devotions were introduced, and lastly thecelebrant’s part of the Mass was sung. It is evidentthatat the end of the fourth century the musical reper-tory of the Church was already vast and impressive.Among the Greeks and Romans the Alexandrian chantlalf song, half speech, or a system of decorated mono-tones, was encouraged until it became a matter of course.From the Alexandrian developed the Ambrosian, andfrom the latter the Solesmes Chant, which existed, asthere is reason to believe, before the time of GregoryThe latter, which became the official Church Chantevolved from the Ambrosian by degrees in the practiceof choirs, and has come down to us indehtified with thename of its patron, Gregory the Great. Hence, the
pi esenb Roman Choir is as much in continuity with theancient choirs of the early centuries as the tree is with
the plant or the man with the boy. There has beengrowth without doubt- but it has been organic growth.

Many indulge the fond hope that time will do forthem what they themselves neglect to do. But time isno creative or productive force; it does not do anythingitself, but affords the active and energetic the opportunityto accomplish things. .
'
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