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POLISH NATIONAL SHRINE.

The restoration of Polish independence is to be com-
memorated by the erection of a great national Catholic
shrine at the capital, according to a vote taken hy the
Diet. Work on the shrine which is to be called the Church
of Divine Providence, will hegin at onee. It is even possible
that the church will ha erected on the foundations of one
similarly planned by the Diet of 1791, following the ratifizt-
tion of the first Polish Coustitution.

LGSO
LEGAL TRIBUTE TO POPE.

Speaking at Cincinuati before the convention of the
American Bar Association, Mr. James M. Beck, solicitor-
weneral of the United States, paid a tribute to Pope Bene-
dict, as a great international morat power. Mr. Beck's
speech was on “The Spirit of Lawlessness.”  After referring
to the era of disrespect for law, he said: ““Lest T he ac-
cused of undue pessimisn, let me cite as a witness one who,
of all men, is probably best cquipped fo express an opinion
upon the moral state of the world. [ refer to the venerahle
head of that religious organisation which, with its trained
representatives in every part of the worlkd, is probably
hetter informed as to its spiritual state than aay other
organisation.

“Speaking last Christmas EFve. in an address to the
College-of Cardinals, the venerable Pontiff gave expression
to an estimate of present conditions which should have
attracted far greater attention than it apparently did.

“The Pope said that five plagues were now afflicting
humanity. The first was the wnprecedented chaltenge to
authority. The second, sn equally unprecedented fiatred
hetween man and man. The third was the alinormal aver-
sion to work. Tlhe fourth, the excessive thirst for pleasure
as the great aim of life. And the fifth, a 2ross materialism
which denied the realitv of the <piritual in human life,
The aceuracy of this indietment will commend itself to men
who, like myself, are not of Pope Benedict's
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EARLY CATHOLIC MISSIONS TN AFRICA.

The monthly periodical, Missians v Selrent, issued by
the Belgian Missionary Congregation of Scheut-les-Bruxel-
les, has-always interesting reparis from the wissioms of the
Congo, the Philippines, and the far interior of China,

communion,’’

the North-West Provinces and Monggalia, where these
Belgian missionaries are doing wounderful ploneer work.

The reports from the Congo missions in the September jssue
tell of steady progress, but also of the terrible loss of life
in some districts due to the spread of “sleeping sickness.”
Before going to Africa the missionaries follow ju Belgium
a course of tropical medicine and hygiene, and the dis-
pensaries and hospitals at the mission-stations are doing
good work in combating the pestilence in the districts it
has invaded. One of the missionaries tells of an interesting
discovery made when paving a first visit to a trihe, which
probahly had never before seen a white wman. In four of the
villages he found posts erected, supporting u little canopicd
shrine of wood, an open niche, in which stood a small
weather-worn statue of Qur Blessed Liady. The villapers are
all pagans. Their hunters before going out in tn the forests
have the habit of payving offerings before the shrine and
expect that this will bring them good luck in their hunting,.
He was told by the people that they had come, long years
ago, from another country, the Portnguese provinee of
Loanda. The statues are of European origin, and he sug-
gests that perhags when they were in the Portuguese colony
the people were Christians, but lost all knowledge of their
former religion when they drifted away into the Cange
foreste— The ence flourishing missions of Portuguese Africa

were all but destroyed in the latter half of the eighteenth .

century when the Society of Jesus was suppressed, and
'3 few years later the persecution of the religious Orders in
Portugal and the wars of the French Revolution cut off
the supply of missionaries from Europe.

CATHOLIC ASCENDANCY IN HOLLAND.

The second chamber of thk Dutch Parliament, which
corresponds to our House of Representatives, is divided
equally between the Right and the Left parties (writes
V.S., in the Forinightly Review, N.Y.). The latter, made
up mostly of radical Socialists, a sprinkling of Commun-
ists, and the sorry remnants of the ouce all-powerful Lib-
crals, were unable to agree en a Calinet, and hence the
reins had to be taken ny by the Right wing, which consists
of Cathdlics, anti-Revolutionarvies, and “orthodox Pro-
testants.” - ¥

The general clection of 1918, held for 1he first tiine on
the principle of proportional representation
zain of five members for the Catholics.  They are now 30
in number, and being nmmerieaily the strongest faction,
were asked to form a Cabinet. Of the nine members of
the latter, five are practical Cathelics. The Premior,
Jonkheer Rhraye, in o public address, emphatically expres-
sed his thanks to the Almighty for having mercifully kept
the country ont of war, and gave no small eredit for this
favor to the fervent pravers of the Catholie pnpulatmn
especially the little chiidren.

Tle members of the present Cabinet are able and skil-
ful leaders and statesmen of high purpose, who are putting
Holland in the front rank of European countries. They
Lave established the eight-honr day, inereased the pre-
minms paid under the old-aze pension law, made provisions
for the wnemploved. ete. The Socialists, quite naturally,
do mob like to see iheir thunder stolen and are bitter
against the Catlolies. What cnrages them more than any-
thing else. perhaps, is their inability to capture the Cath-
olic: laboring men. The latter, for vears past, have heen
carefully organised in exclusively Catholic gnions, and thus,
in the main. safeguarded against radicalism,

Despite their endless trombles during the war the
Duteh have earefully worked out n new constitution, under
which the Catholics, after an uninterrupted stroggle last-
ing over hall a century, have secured justico for themselves
in the matter of education. Their schools Lienceforth will
his en an equal hasis with the public sehools.

There is now pending befare the Second Chamber an
anti-sedition Bill for the purpose of curbing revolutionary
speech and punishing acts of rebellion acains, the estah-
lished order. The Radieals and the Communists, led hy
Jews of the Hungarian and Russian type, are infuriated
at what thex wixle “palitical strangulation.” They have
resorted to all kinds of unparlicmentary obstruction, but
the Government is standing firm and the Rill is certain of
being enaeled. Holland's rulers for some timo have in
various wavs heen strengthening themselves against radical
propaganda, which mestly emanates from abroad. “‘Civil
Guards” have heen organised in all parts of the conntry,
They are being drilled rogalarly in military tactics and
the use of firearms, and hold themselves in readiness to
squelch any-overt act of rebellion,

. resulied in a

Catholics are prominent
in this organizaiion, and in some places make up as high
as 80 per cent. of the membership. Phus, hy a strangs
irony of histary, these wha till half a century an0 were
Inaked upon and treated asx soeial and political autcasts,
are now counted as the strongest props of faw and order

ane the most resolute defenders of (nnstltut('d authmltv
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