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That Church Ho promised would last till the end of time;
that the gates of hell would never overcome it or prevail
against it, for He would ha with it, and with it to protect
it  Wo Catholies say, to what other anthority are we to
appeal for knowledge that leads to salvation if not te the
Church which He cstablished to take His place” Had Our
Saviour intended that we should be our own guide in
religion, had He wished us 10 make our own form of helief,
had He intended that we should—each one of us—he suffi-
cient for hmself, He wonld have told ug so, and He would
not have set up special teachers, He wonld not have estab-
lished 2 Chureh. TInstead, however, of entrusting every-
thing to ourselves,” He founded a Church, He appointed a
head, giving him extensive authority, saving to him, I
will give vou the kevs of the Wingdom of Heaven: Fewl
My lambs, feed My shecp.” We Catholics helieve that the
Catholic Church was established by Christ, and that St
Peter was the fArst hend, and that hix place as head is now
taken by Pope Bencdict XV, And henco this mormung |
gay in prescnce of his representaiive. now seated an the
Bishep's throne, that we ackoowledge Pope Benedict as
the head of the Church, and only Church. established by
Jesus Christ our Saviour.  To whom, then, shall we tarn
for guidance®  To whal religious authority can we give our
allegiance but Benedicl, now happily ruling the Churelr of
Christ; for-he has the words of eternal ile?  The forth of
Catholies, who numher about 300 williens, ix no blind un-
reasoning faith. ¢ is in tull agreement with reason., oot
in conflict with it. The Catholic reasens with himself
in this manner: God exists, {for my reason convinees me of
His existence. He made a revelation of Himself to man
and sent a messenger o earih. (1 Lthis messenger the hool,
ealled the Bible, gives me mueh information. | examine
this book and find it worthy of eredence and reliable. That
hook tells me that the messenger =ent from heaven was
God, for the hook is historieally acenvate and it wells e
that, by His own power, He raised Himself [rom the dead.
I learn also from that historical work that this Divine
.messenger established a Church and endowed it with auth-
ority to teach in Hisx name and thercfore to teach the
truth and only the truth, and that it was to last till the
end of the world and thut it was te he limited only by the
bounds of the earth. Whatever, then, this Churel bids
ma believe, 1 must believe under the penalty of disobed-
ience to its Tounder who was God and who had said, ©He
that heareth vou, heareth Me.” That Churcl tells me that
Peter was made head of the soctety by Our Tord Himself,
that the kevs of heaven were entrusted to him and that
he was to teach the whole fleck, pustors and people. for
Christ conmanded him to do so when Te said, “Foed Ay
lambs, feed my sheep.”™  Briefly stated. then. the Catholie
says: Christ was God (for He proved it v his Resurvrec-
tion): He established a Churel—only one Chuvelh--that
Churell wust he ddivine: He vave it authority 1o teach in
His name; He promnised to he always with it so that ihe
aates of hell. the powers of hell, should aever overcome or
conguer it: He would therefors protect it from Aesching
error, for if it did teach error the gates of hiell wonld have
prevailed apainst i6; it would last alwavs, for The said Tle
would be with it till fhe consummation of the world. Thac
is our belief, my dear people—yours and mine-—and that
helief it is that gives ws that creat confidevee that iF we
are faithful on earth to aur belief and cverything it in-
volves, we shall he happy with God for ever in heaven.

In the many addresses presented o his ¥xeelleney the
Apostolic Delegate durine ihe few duys e hias alveady
spent in the Dominion, he has been asked to assnre his
august master. Benedict XV, of our lovaliy to his throne
and person. Both his FExeellener and his Holiness the
Pope are well awarve of our wttachwent to the Holy Sop,
The gifted writer of the “Rong Tor the Pope™ said:—-

Over all the orh
Catholic land,

Through ages of blowd 10 the Nock hath stoad, Oh ! frue may
she ever stand.

no land

more trne than ome own old

If that is troe of Treland, it is true also of all the Togli<h-
speaking countries in which the scatfered sons and dangh-
ters of Ireland have found a home. Treland's allegiance to
Rome and the faith hae pever waverod even for o nmioment,
F\‘.t. Patrick went to Trelund with the bessing and the sane-
tion of Pope Celestine. The land herame Catholic in 2
short time from cnd to end. Trish missionavies were soon
able to spread the faith over Western Turope. Vranes,
Belgium, Switzerland, and even Trabv earlv hounefited by
the zeal of those learned and saintly inissionaries.  Traces
of their enduring work are still discornible in the names
of patrons of churches and towns in many parts of Furope.

Buceessive Popes. remembering their abligation to Ire-
land, sent to her help of various kinds when the sword of
persecution was dripping with the hlood of her martvrs.
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And Ireland never forgot her duty to the Holy See. Rather
than abandon their fidelity to Peter, the Irish people in
their darkest days sacrificed their wealth and even their
lives.  Who, then, or what can separate us from Rome?
Neither life nor death, nor poverty nor aftliction can
divide us,

Tho Irish peeple of to-day, Trish either by birth or by
descent, appreciate the gallant fight of theiv ancestors for
the faith. That faith has come down to us as a precious
leirloom, and here in the seuthern seas our professions of
lovalty to the Faith ring as true as in Ireland itself.

Wae are proud of our line of supremo pontifts stretching
back in a long arrav to the davs of i, Peter. Amungst
them we recognise some two score who laid down their
lives for the faith of Christ and an equal number whose
sametity cave them a place amongst ihe canonised con-
Fessors of Holy Chureh, Coming down to our own tines,
we honor the memory of Leo XITT for many reasons, one
ol which s his farherly interest in the working classes,
Read by Baevelieal o *Labor.”” which has heen styled the
“Magna Charta of ihe rights of Labor,” and vour will see
that, nobleman thovgh he was by family, he was at heart
a donoerat and keenly ormeved for the social conditions
which placed so heave a hurden nupon the weak sheulders
of the rotling multitude.

His suceessor, Ping X was noble, not hecause  of
descent from the aristocraey, hut heeanse he belonged 1o
the aristoeraey of brains and virtue. He aimed at restor-
ing all things in Christ (after the example and ubder the
inspiration of St. Tanl) and left a veeord of work done
which will long continne to hear fruit.

And what shall I sax of the present augnst acenpant
of the papal threne?  As in examining a large cdifice, we
fail to seo its huge proportions if we stand close te it, so
in appraising the worth of Pope Benediet, we are too close
to realise Its stevling qualities, What le accomplished
durine the fearful raviees of the war, we cannot see for
the smeke of the battle which has uot vet heen dissipatod,
Hlis tender heart has Heen bruised and woundoed by the
nseless carnage that has devastated the world, His states
manship, which he was ready to lay at the lfeet of Enrope,
s not been aceepted. and that refosal has heen to the
arent injury of a peaceful sottlement of a bewildered world,
It s @ cousolation to his kind fatherly heart to know

his children throvchout the world svmpathize with
Fim in the evil days through which he is passing. His
representative, whony it s an hobnor to ns to he atlowed
thexe days to honor, ean with genuine siucerity assure him
that here, at the nttermost end of the earth, almost under
the shadow of the Sonth Pole, we ave watching with flial
interest Tiis efforts to alleviate the distress that is new
afflicting many parts of his extensive dominions, Tt will
vleage i to hear of onr lovalty to the thrane of Peter, of
the strame faith and fervent piety of our people, to hear
af the aalbint ariny of eur religions {eachers implanting
the faith in the hearts of our Httle ones, to hear of the
enlichiened zeal and generons saerifices of onr priests in
these sonthern Intitudes, and of the stronz hond of unien
wining tosether with hoops of steel hishons, priests. reli-
wioss, and peonle, and of our undiminished fideilty to the
ivtch of oar fathers, to God. ovur Fathter in Heaven, nud to
hiwself, our Father on carth.

At the conelusion of Mass his Excelloney imparted the
Apostolie Blessing,  The mmusic, very capably rendered hy
the choir, was Gonnod’s *Xo. 3 3Mass.” Mr. A, Vallis
condueted and Mr. T Stokes was organist.  The high altar
was tastefully adornmed, while the rear of the altar and
throne and the pulpit were draped in the papal gold and
white,  There was Bxposition of ihe Blessed Sacrament
fran the eleven o'clock Mass, Towg hefore the hour ap-
pointed Tor evening devotions the Cathedral was erowded,
aid by 630 o'clock every availahle spnee was thronmed.
Mis Fxcelicney again presided at the throne, attended hy
Rev. Dr. Farrelly and Rev. M. Spillane. with Very Rev.
Fathier Coffer g master of ceremonies. His Lordship the
Rishon was present in the sanctuary,  After Compline, nt
which Rev. Father T\’agvnul\-‘ officiated, o fine discourse on
the Blessed Sarrament ‘was delivered by Rev. Tathes Mor-
kane (rector of Holy Cross Collepe). Prior to Pentificnsl
Benedietion of the Blessed Sacrament the choir sang the
“Ave Verum™ (Mozart). Probably the largest procession
vet seen du the Cathedral was participated in by the men
asud bove of the rongregation, o number of little flower girls
immediately preceding the canopy raised above the Sacred
Most borne by the Apostolie Delegate. The ceremonies of
the dayv were, throughout, most impressive, and marked an
important event in the history of the Church in this dio-
cese that will ho long remembered.

His Excellency, accompanied by his Lordship Bishop
Whyte, Verv Rev. Tather Coffer, Adm., and Rev. Dr.
Tarrelly, left on Monday morning for Queenstown, and is
expected to return from the Lakes District to Dunedin on
Wednesday night.
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