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Falth of Our Fathers

[A WeekLy IxsTRUCTION FOR YOUNG 4AND Orn.]
THE INCARNATION.—(Continned.)

(2) Men, considered individually, are raised to the
highest possible dignity, to the dignity of the children
of God. “The Word was made flesh,” says St. John, and
He has given to men, His brethern, “‘the power to be made
the childfen of God.” And again, in his first Epistle
(iii. 1), he says: ‘“‘Behold what manner of charity the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
and should be the sons of God.”

This is the mystery of divine adoption. The only
Son of God haviug become Son of Mau avd our Brother,
His Heavenly Father has in consequence adopted ws for
children.

This adoption, merited for us by our Saviour on the
Cross, takes place at haptism, which for that reason is
called the Sacrament of Regencration. [n it we are horn
again spiritually as the adopted children of God. In
baptism we are begotten of God according to the Spirit,
as we had heen hegotten of the old Adam aceording to the
flesh. '

Regenoration by water and the Holy (thost produces 2
twofold effect on those who ave spiritually born anew: it
imprints on their souls tho image of Gaed the Father, as
also a resemldance to Jesus {hrist their Brother; and it
also bestows on them a right to the heavenly inheritance.
This image of God and resemblance to Jesus Christ consists
~in the baptismal character and sanctifving grace, which
St. Peter calls a participation in the divine nature.

This grace, light, heanty—this spivitual hife—contains
tho germs of overy virtue. 1t is altogether
hidden in the soul, as seed is in the earth.  “Dearly he-
loved,” again writes the heloved disciple, “we are now
the sons of God, and it hath not yet appeared what we
shall he.” We shall one day puartake of His glory and

heauty; but now all is hidden beneath the dark vetl of
our mortality. ™

imterior and

Externaily Jesus Christ was poor and like other men;
within Him there dwelt all the majesty of a God. Te
“dwelt amongst us,’”’ savs the Evangelist, “and we saw
His glory, the glory of the auly hegotten of the Father.™

After the same manner should a Christian, the brother
of Jesus Christ and adopted son af God. make manifest
his nobility of birth to the cves of the world. His conduel.
his works, and his virtues ought to he thase of a ¢hild of
God, and a copy of the conduct, works, and virtues of
Christ, tho only Son of God. .

To the character of a child of Guod iy attyfhed the
right of inheribance. “As the adopted sons of (fod," savs
St. Paul, “we are heirs of God,”" our ather, “and co-
heirs with Jesus Clrist,” our brother. Whosoever shall
conduct himself as a worthy son of God will enicr into
possession of his inheritance. e will receive a portion
of it even in this life; and will enjoy it in its plenitude
in the next.

This inheritance constitutes the happiness that Christ
has communicated to mankind.

27, (2) Happiness of man.—Christ is our happiness
by His person and by His possessions.
because we possess Him Himself,
all His riches.

28. (a) Possession of Jesus Christ.—Christ, the divine
Emmanuel, belongs to us, and we possess Him.

(1) He belongs to us, because He has heen wiven to
us. Christ is & gift bestoned on man, an ineffable gift
of divine lave: “God so loved the world as to hestow Hig
only Son upon it.”’

He belongs to us by hirth, as a child born in o family
belongs to that family, and is hound ta his brothers hy
indissoluble $ies. He dis, moreaver, to us what a father
is 3o his children, a king to his subjects, a friend to his
friends, a hushand te his wife, what a guide, a profcctor
is to him whom he has undertaken to guide and protect.

{2) Wo possess Christ. We possess Him cvervwlere
and in every way.

We are happy
and heeanse we share

God. We possess Him in His human nature, with which
he dwells in the midst of us as man, in the adorable
Fuchavist. (, what a presence is that!” His delight is
to be with the childrenr of men, Ilis well-beloved brothers.
0, what o happiness for us in this valley of tears to
possess such a 1ather, such o Friend, such a Protector,
sucht o Consoler!  With 1lim our hearts know neither
sadnesy nor fear; and we can say with the prophet-king,
“If T should walk in the midst of the shadows of death,
1 will fear no evil, for Thou art with me’’ (Ps. xxii.).

29. (I Participation 1 ihe riches of Jesus Christ.—
Jesus Clirist recognises us as Mis brothers and co-helrs,
and communicates to us all ilie goeds that coustitute His
inheritance, (1) during Tife: (2) abt iho moment of death;
and (3) at ibe day of the Inture resurreetion.

(Ty During lite He hestows on us thé riches of grace:
His holy word, which is the lght of our souls; His divine
Sacraments, which are their nourishment; and ihe hier-
arcly of His ¢hureh for their safegnard and direction.
These exercise the most Important influence over the happi-
ness of man, even 1w the natneal order: for
Christiauily s allowed {ree it promotes real lin-
dividual, family, and social happiness. Nevertheless, preat
as are these various effects of grace, they do not alter the
conditior of our [allen nature. and we stall l(‘mn‘m sithject
to the miseries of this mortal life.

(2) The moment of death is that of the heginning of
elory: the unl of the just man, disengaged from its bonds,
i freed from the davkness of ils earthly prison-honse, and
ecuters into eternal Hle,
and appears as

whenever
action,

There it is transformed in glory,
a bridde of exquisite bheanty in the presence
of the Fternal Bridegromn,

“When the veil shall be withdrawn,”? says St. John,
“and the Lord shall show us Flis face, we shall be like
wnto Thing, for we shall see THan as Ile is.”" Tn this manner
the soul will participate in the zood things with which
the glorions =enl ol Jesus Christ is endowed; and the
haman hody will alse participale in the wood things be--
stowed on His glortous body, -

3y AL the great day of Resurrection our
sutifs will receive this fulness of heatitnde
imaan uhited to their glovified hodies.
promise of Christ e Talfilled :
the Tife. Whosoever helieveih
raiso him up at the Tast day. Then shall the just
shine as stars in the kingdom of {heir ] !'1“:'.1\'011],\' Father.”
Then will the children of God appear in all the beauty,
both spiritnal and corporal, of their divine origin.  Then
will all that remained I them of the okl Adam he cffaced;
thie corruplible shall put on incorruptibility, and the mortal
hody shall put on immertality s death shall be totally ah-
sorbed by Wie: 71 absoibentur quod nortale est o vito
(2 Cor. v. 4) - -

Then will the son o God, who wade Himself poor and
preacticd poverty it order {0 enrieh ns, Joad us with true
riehes, and clothe ug with His own glory; He will give
to owr now abiect bodies se new an appearance, that they
will become Tike to s own glorions hody: i reformoebit
corpus enilitadis posfroe, coifigurvabum eorport elapitofis
s (Phil 1id. 2.

Then all the elect will shine like unumerable stars,
cacl with lis awn splendor: and at their head will shive
Jesus Christ, the Wing of vlory, who will introduce them
into the kingdem of His TPather, (o pul them in possession
of all His treasures, all His glory, all His jovs und never-
eading delights,  This will he the perfect felicily of man
clorified he Christ.

hlessed
when they are
Then will the grand
ST am the resurrection and
- Me shall live, T will -
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