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LOYALTY IN THE N.E. CORNER.

Seumas Ceannt in the Self-Dseterminator writes: —

It has always been the claim of the self-styled ‘‘loy-
alists’’ in tho N.E. Corner of Ireland that it is they, and
they alone, wha are, par excellence, the quintessenco of
loyalty. Apart from them, every other political body is
a rebel one, should it favor any policy that cannot be alto-
gether approved by themselves. Only when it has both
the blessing and the sanction of the N.E. Ulster political
autocrats and arbiters can any political policy be pro-
nounced loyal.

The English Labor Parties are rebellious and disloyal
to N.E. Ulster, because they have not been c¢ap in hand
to the Belfast autocrats. FEven the English Tories and
Primrose dames, if there is the slightiest suspicion that
they would seem to desire to grant the least travesty of
justice to the oppressed majorities in South Afriea or
Ireland, are immediately dubbed rebels. Or if a “Liberal”
Government in Tngland should find it to their political
convenience to talk of giving $ome small measure of Home
Rule to the Trish majority, then the “loyalists’’ of Belfast
spring into open rebellion against the Tnglish Government,
hecause, according to them, the English Government has
become & rebel organisation,

Thus it is that the “loyalists’” of N.K. Ulster state
the case for their open defiance of the English constitution,
their assault in arms against England and at the time of
the Larne gun-running. - So also they have all along justi-
fied the collusion of their political leaders with German
agents about the vear 1913, the conferences in Germany
hetween their political chief and the Emperor of Germany
as late as 1914, They maintain, and brook no denial of
the claim, that at that very moment they only were the
real loyalists, that the Government of England was itself
a rehel constitution. Thus they claim that their trafiic
with England’s potential and declared enemy was as much
loyalty to England as their later open rebellion against
England and repudiation of the laws of England was lay-
alty to a2 something they called Fngland. That their re-
bellion was two-fold only serves to strengthen their con-
tention that they were therefore doubly loyalists.

Now, at last, however, the people of England have
seen not only through these pretensions, but also through
the deceptions of their political rulers; and they, with
many other world-forces, speaking through diplomatic and
economic channels, have demanded that the claims of N.E.
Ulster shall be put to the test; and the political autocrats
of England have been compelled to bow to the incvitable.
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THE RIOTING IN BELFAST.

It is significant that the rccent rioting in Belfast
broke out only two days after Mr. Coote had made his
provecative speech, in which he said that ‘““the murder
pang were coming and were already in Belfast. Orange
lodges -ought to be more aggressive.” Two days after
that speech was delivered outhreaks aceurred, and definite
attacks were made on Catholics, and at least 17 deaths
have taken place.

The ideal for which Mr. Coote and his followers stand
is out-of-date, and about three centuries behind the time,
It looks upon Catholicism as a menaco 4o the peace of the
State, which must, therefore, be kept down at any price.
In accordance with the ethics of this ideal it is one thing
for Protestants to offer violence to Catholies; but for
Catholics to offer vialence to Protestants is in quite an-
other ecategary,

Sir James Craig’s task is not made any easier by this
faction which has not only procleimed its profound dis-
trust of him, but which is pursuing a lino of action war-
ranted to make a settlement out of the question. Its
latest political move is a public condemnation of Mr. Arch-
dale, the Northern Minister of Agriculture, for appointing
Mz. Coyle to an important post in the Ministry, Nohody

criticises Mr. Cayle’s fitness or ability for the post. But
he is a Catholic, and on that aceount Mr. Coote and his
friends have accused Mr. Archdale of “soing over to the
enemy.”  The Minister of Agriculture has let it be known
that a man’s religion is no disqualificetion for a Jovern-
mental post; bnt since then Mr. Coote has urged the

Orange lodges to be more aggressive, and the echo of that
speceh has been heard in Belfast,

G
TMPRESSIONS OF A VISIT TO IRELAND.

Mr. William Hurd, an American with no Irish rela-
tions and o TProtestant, has heen contributing to the
Metropolitan, a New York magazine of wide circulation, a
series of articles hased on the impressions of o visit to
Ireland. In one of these he tells of what he saw of the
young men of the LR.A., and the men who worked as
couriers for the Sinn Fein organisation in Ireland. He

.. writes of - his own consciousness of *the gulf that lay

between him and them in race and relizion,” but he ex-
presses the highest admiration for them. ““They virtually
invariably refused intoxicating liquors. They rolled out
no war-like oaths, wor any other oaths of even a mild
drawing-room sert. They told no off-eolor stories. From
among these yvouny men I happened to hear not ona pro-
fane word and not one obscene word, and not one word or
story that even the most squeamish person could eall even
vulgar. They werc by far the cleanest-spoken string of
voung men that T had ever anvwlhers encountered.” With
this experience, Mr. Hurd felt he had for once found an
army that was strongly opposed to drunkenness and licen-
tionsness, and greatly given to religious practices, and he
was quite ready to accept what Bishop Fogarty told him
as correct when lie said that “the soldiers of the TIrish
Republican Army in his diocese wers drawn from among
his hest young men—trom amongst the most intelligent of

them, and ithe mest devout and nost  temperate and
chaste.”
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THE CENSOR AT WORK IN IRELAND:
PRESS TS HAMPERED.

The London Nation says: “Wo are hound to protest
against the irritalion power which military rolo in Ireland
keeps up at this eritical moment, In Co. Wexford, for
example, the military censor's -industry is omnivorous.
Wo find thai he exelnded from the local press—

(1) Parliamentary questions dealing with the arrest
and ill-treatment of prisoners,

(2y Passages from speeclies of Mr, Asgnith and Sir
John Sinon.

(3) Criticism of the Partition Act.

(4) Criticism of Lord Carson.

(5} The names of persons arrested in the district.

(6) Tarticulars from an official communigue from
G.H.Q).

(7) Leading articles from the Times and the Daily
News, .

(8) Proposals at a Poor Law Guardians' meeting not
to put into operation compulsory provisions of the Vaccin-
ation Act.

HOW THE

MISSION STAMP COLLECTING SOCIETY
POONAH, INDIA.

Dear Triend,—CQur Missions have suffered severely
financially throngh war, famine, and disease. The distress
and poverly existing in some of our Missions are heart-
rending. As cash is hard to procure, we ask all charitable
persons to gather and send to us aill the cancelled stamps
they ean. The stamps thrown away daily in a large city
would keep a Mission for a whole vear. These should be
sent to Mr. Bert Gallien, Chemist, North-east Valley, Dun-
edin, who has been anpeinted agent for New Zealand, and
thus save excessive charges now being made (to the mis-
sion) on small parcels of stamps sent direct.

Sincerely in Christ,

{Rev.) Henry WesTROPDP, S.J.\

Approved Sheets, Packets, and Sets of Foreign Stamps
(for salo on behalf of the Mission) can also be had from
Mr. Gallien. '
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