AL

| Epkland_ Readers Note!

i e

Trurepay, Ocropen 27, 1921.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 8

exacting of all creditors. “Let me understand clearly.
Are you my agent for the receipt of rents, or are wo part-
ners in some bankrupt swindling concern which can only
keep wuing by my making mysell ihe stave of a village
money-lender, and betraying the obligations of rank and
honor even more basely than I have mismanaged my pro-
perty? If that is your view, don’t you think it would be
a simpler and mere straightforward transaction if you pro-
posed that we should chioroform Humglrey Dargan and
rob hig safe, and destroy the mortagage deed? Or what
the devil 4s your view, if you're not mad yourself, or if
you don't want to drive me mad?”’ '

“My view is,”’ said the agent, unflinchingly, “that .if
your lordship is not able to pay three gales of interest in
gold, and if Humphrey Dargan is fool enough to accept
them in smiles and handshakes, he ought to get them.
And that your lordship may he in pessession of my entive
view, my view is that, unless you are prepared te pay him
in one sort of coin or in the other, Dargan is the sort of
man who is less capable of forgiving an injury than of
forgiving a debt, and is capable of proceeding to any
length when it is a question of satisfying an injury awd
a debt together.’’

“Have you anything else to add in the way of in-
solence ?”’

“I have nothing to add to the candid expression of
epinion to which my duty and your lordship’s invitation
have driven me except this—that if Humphrey Dargan
is rejected at the Club by reason of vour lordship turning
down your thumbs, he is quite capable of filing a petition
for sale of the estate—a petition which I don’t see how
we are to resist, if, as T suspect, Hupg and he understand
one another—and T hope it is not necessary to remind
your lordship how many years’ purchase an Irish landed
property is likely to fetch at this moment in o district
which is a Fenian hotbed, and with & drawing of Quish’s
coffin prefized to the rental.”” Whether it was that his
vanity and Lord Drumshaughlin’s preternatural stillness
for the moment deluded so sherwd a man as Hans Harmau
into the belief that he had conquered; whether he thought
he could see his way to new financial combinations founded

*~upon an accommodation between the moneylender and Lord

Drumshaughlin; or whether he was of set purpose arous-
ing in the latter a temper which he knew would make an
accommodation impossible—it is certain that he spoke with
a beldness of glance which astonished Lord Drumshaughlin
almost as much as his hardihoed of speech. .

Lord Drumshaughlin was silent for an instant. Every
sentence of the agent’s had wounded him as excrutiatingly
as a heavy boot trampling upen his chalky great-toec; hut
he felt that the cceasion demanded something worthier than
one of his ordinary flights of gouty fury. He took two
or three strides up and down, as if struggling with the
choler that was rising in him like the reek of a limekiln.
All at once he faced the apent, and said: “Harman, ymi
aro an old servant, or I dare say you are aware I should
have sent you through the window for lalf the insolence
you have just uttered.”

““T'oo old to take your lordship seriously in pleasantries
of this sort,”’ said the agent, with a how.

“Yes, but, by God! not o0ld enough to have learned
that I don't pay an agent to bheard me in my own liouse
with his two-penny-ha'penny sarcasms,” roared Lord Drum-
shaughlin, boiling over. “New listen. I have dealt with
this fellow for money, as I have dealt with him for
groceries, paying him the full market value of his com-
modities. You tell me that on the strenptl of that trans-
sction he has a right to wriggle himself into this house as
o joint master—to assert a co-partnership with me in my
property and rank—to command me body and soul. You
tell me that there is no escape from him—that he has e
tethered with bonds and parchments from which there is
no deliverance. You go further, and supgest that, in order
to make better terms for myself with this Caliban in my
ownt ignominious bondage, I should enable him to subject
every man of birth and spirit to the same degrading
necessity I am under myself of accepting him as an ns-
sociate and an equal. Now listen—I will be driven out
of this house by the sheriff first—I will put a bullet through
my head first, if that should be the last luxury I can allow
myself. Things have reached a pretty pass when a West-
ropp of Drumshaughlin is obliged to make it clear that lie

dues not intend to turn pander to the ambitions of a
vilo gowbeen-man and his wife. His letter and your own
words here to-day warn me that I have fallen to that
depth of suspicion. I ask pardon,” he said with some
digmity, “in so far as any ignorance or folly of mine in
moncys matters nmay have encouraged the belief that I
had so far forgotten all that makes life endurabls to a
man of honor; hut 1 trust it will nover again be necessary
to repeat to Mr. Dargan or to vou that the relation be-
tween us ds one strietly defined by the deed of mortgage,
and that that relation leaves me for the present, at all
events, the master of my own property and the guardian
ob my own honor. T will vot support him for the Club-—
do vou hear, Havman® 1 will throw in a black bean myself.
Pwill eanvass againse i, if it is possible that so seurvy
a creature can have the swallest chance of bribing himself
into the soeicty of mentlemen. If you are right in suppos-
ing that nothing hut o sale can deliver me from this man’s
clawe, there can be little regret aboug parting with a
position which 1 ecould only hold as Huwmphrey Dargan’s
stipewdiary and hear-leader. But T have veb to learn that
an Irish landed cstate has bocome so out-zt-elhows
property that o wan with a reutal of seven thousand a
vear has no alteruative hut $o remain all his lifetime the
hond-slave af 2 damned rustic usurer for a debt of fifty-
five theusand: and, Harman, if vour experience can give
me ne hetter supgestion in that direction than one +hat
might have been offered to a disreputable gambler by his
disveputable pal, T shall anly have to laok elsewhere for
nssistance.”  And Lord Drumshaughlin bouneed out of
the roomy, hanging the door with a violence that scemed
to make the very walls of the Castle shake with indigna-
Tio1t,

Mr. Mans Harman smiled, and proceeded to make a
call in connection with the canvass for his nominee. Ha
knew his principal well enough to make sure that, once his
explosion of dignity had come off to his satisfaction, Lord
Drumshaughlin wonld either forget the matter whally, or
goar into some other airy schieme of finaneial castle-build-
ing, and ask Flumphrey Dargan to dine with him and dfs-
cuss it. If this should be the issue, the agent saw his way
to a further expleitaticn of the money-lender’s vanities
and Lord Dramshaughlin’s necessities on his own account,
without exposing the affairs of the estate to the prying
exes of the Landed Fstates-Court. If, on the cther band,
Lord Drumshaughlin’s pig-headed arrogarce should go on
gathering to the point of open rupture, he was prepared
for that eventuality also. So Frauk Harman's pony-chaise
continned to cireulate from one house of county gentility
to another; nnd wvarions mystericus presents of pouliry
and preserves (the happy thought of that princess of dip-
lomats, Mrs. Dargan) followed in her wake; and Harman
dug every necessitous half-pay officer on the club register
under the ribs with confidentinl geniality; and the general
tone of such club conversation as was permitted to inter-
rupt the knocking of billiard-balls and the absorption of
whisky-and-water was that, if Lord Drumshaughlin was
determined that thev should lLave his company on the
Bench whether they liked or no, thero could be no great
harm in introducing his purse into their society also, as
tho moest tolerahle part of him. “He’ll do s well as
another to lose to me at half-crown whist,” grinned old
Major Grogaun, to whose purple nose the ace and knave
were understood to eontribute more nourishment than her
Majesty’s pension list did, A fellow who knows he has
nothing but his purse to pav his wav with is no more embar-
rasing in society than the waiter who moves about with
feed champagne,” was the judicial verdict of a scorbutie
voung eentleman who, on the strength of having once dined
in a cabinet particulier of the Cafe Royal and finished up
after the Alhambra in a Leicester Square oyster-room with
a cousin in the Guards who was invited to Marlborough
House, passed for a man of fashion among the honest,
pudding-headed, golden youth of Drumshaughlin—odd-
leoking, innocent Minotaurs, with the heads of scarler-
cheeked young bulls and the paiters of grooms in full-
dress.

(’i‘o be continued.)
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