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Dishonest Philosophers
By H.

Gertrude Atherton, noted novelist and expert delin-
eator of charaeter, declares: “'Fhe Socialist mind is essen-
tially dishonest, although in the case of the finer hreed of
Socialists not consciously so; hut this subconsciony dis-
honesty, the natural result of a weak cause, leads ithem
to play up one side of any occurrence that gives them a
~momentary advantage and to ignore the whole. truth.”

Men and women who are radical
their attitnde toward religion, morality, and social order
do indeed seem ‘to have minds incapable of sound and
honest judgment. To be sensational seems to be more in-
portant to them than to be thoroughly - hovest M their
conclusions. They readily sacrifice truth tor an epigram
o cateh-phrase that appeals more to teeling or prejudice
than to scher judgment.

Atheists and agnostics also build up their theovies ou
half truths and misrepresentations. It is characteristic of
the propagandists of agnosticism to misstate or to under-
state the arguments upon whichk humanity  justifies it

constant aned almost mnvmsal helief in the existence or
(x()([

C. HeyugLy, an Americu.)

I know a propagandist of aguosticism in, a State
university who persistently mlsstdtes the principle of cansa-
tion, onc of the fundamental pllt](ll)lt‘& of all sound and
normal reasening.  He formulates it as “eereyliiing must
have an adeguate canse’” Instead of “overy evenf, every-
thing that eomes into eodisfener must have an adequal:
canse.”  Thus ho argues: ©lF everything must
adeguate cause, aboul God, the first cause?
first cause, God, must have an adequate cause, then there
is something, n cause, wlich is prier to Him.
absurd because in that case either He would not
first eause, or it is net necessarily and universaliv
that ev ﬁth‘hiuy must have vn adeguate rguse”

It ix surely dishonest thus to ignore the correct for-
mulation of the principle of cavsation so strongly stressed
by logicians: Not ecerythinyg fhat is must have an adequate
eause, but evervthing that becomes, thet comes infu caisi-
enee, must have an adequate cause for
coming into eristener,
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The ohvious existenee of heings that have come oo
existence demands o cause other than themselves.  They

could not give (hemselves exisience for that would invalve
the ahsurdity of action on their part hefore their existenee,
Their cause mnst he sought in beings existing prior 11
then, Theso prior causes are either heings that (xist for-
ever and hivve never come inty eristence or they are hejues
that heve vome info epistence, in which ease they in their
turn require an adequate cause for their
reistence. Aud so on indefinitely.

The mind, however, Hnally and neeessarily demands
the existence of o first cause which ix itself uncoansed in
order to explain how anything over reme Jute reistener,
The first cause is pof self-ronsed, T is shinply ciornally
existent aud thus i% alone finally expluing how anvihine
ever come tito roistepee, To deny the necessary and oter-
nal existence of the first cause as the only final and pos-
sible explanation for anvthing else eoming info vwistenes
is to deny reason itself in one of iis first and Fundumental
operations. If we canvot trust reason here we can trust
it mowhere. Tf we can trust reason nowhere, then
logic and bad logic are one and the same thing,
auel perhaps nor,
wildered ape. :

The attempt to limit reason’s fundamental ]nmuph-
the principle of causation, to tha world oi experience and
observation, and to deny its authority in the warld thar
transconds sense experience is either consciously or sul-
vonsciously dishouest! Experience and observation them-
sclves presuppose and take for granted the universal truth
and validity of the principle of causation.  Reason must
have veady for use the principle of causation before it can
see any connection between facts obscrved and their ex-
planation,

It is not experience and observation that lead the mind
to invent or cresto The principle of causation in order to
find the meaning of what is experienced and observed, but
1t is the principle of causation, the fundamental essentiai
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in swhieh the mind functions, that leads the mind
ever o try to explain and to interpret what is experienced
aml alwerved. Thus the' principle of csusation is itsclf
prioe to all experience ail oheervation. 1t is a necessary
and universal principte of all reasoning, without which the
mind would he helpless or nen-existentt not only in the
sphere hevond the range of wense experience and observa-
tion {metaplivsiesy but also within that range.

Experienca may indeed eall our attention to the ex-
istence of the principle ol causation in the mind, but
exporicnee nat- put it there,  The mind could not
m fact it would not he mind, without funda-
mental laws or principles with which to oporate. To dis-
credit the appliention ol these principles, in-
cluding the prineiple of cansation, is to discredit the mind
ieelt and open the door Lo universal septieism in which
we should have to donbt that we st doubt that we doubt
cvervthing. What insaniiy! Yet universal scepticism can
e tho only suteoine of those nmodern systems of philosophs,
“hige avntheses of hombuyg” Chesterton calls them, whicl
doubt or deny the necessary and universal validity of the
prineiple of causation,

Agnosticism is like a zerpent. it it on the head and
ihe tail ohs up. T it on the tail and the head hobs up.
Greanting that the first eauso must be eternal, our agnostic
is likely 1o assert that the universe itsell is the first cause,
that it ix cternal, and that all phenomena, events, changes,
are merely cphases or of one and the
if suel it is, is one
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Point ant that this implics o contradiction in ideas,
that what ix cterna! or iefinite can have ne addition or
divisions, and way  get the flippant hug dishonest
retort thar the additions and divisions are merely “phases
and manilestations” of one and the some eternal reality,
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the universe.
In other words, wo are asked to believe that all events
and changes in the universe, vour birth awd my hicth,

are. not vealities ot merely phases or wmanifestations of
the anly thing that reality : namely, the universe.
Thore is hnt one substance, forsooth, and vou and T are
not onrselves anly guifestations of that one sub-
stance, Nooomatter what virtues we omay  practise, no
matter what vices we may indolee n, neither the credit
the blame bhelongs 1o us. These are mere phases or
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manifestations of the one aihstanee o reality that winds
and unwinds itselt forever,
Certain “highhrows.” that is to say, certain university

men and woners who have too much educeation for their
intellivenee, are fand of saving stufl like that. Tt is such
appearing to he an advanced
radicalisn for the sake of
the sake of seusati‘onalism.
“tie eallow minds of sophe-
universities,” bhut it indi-
dishonest.”
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One of onr itustons 1s that the present hour i hot
the eritieal, deeisive hour,  Write ib on your heart that
every day is 1he hest dlay in the vear. No man has learned
auvihing richtly untdl he knows that every day. is dooms-

day .~ Fanerson.
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