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August 29, 1920. All his razors were stolen, money equi-
walent to $18 and other articles to a total value of $290.
In reply ta his complaint to the nulitary commander, he
teceived the written assuranco of an Imperial British Staff
Captain that nothing liad been taken. His home was then
raided on September 13 and jewellery and other articles
stolen.

Robbing Prisoners with Vielence.—A not uncommon
form of robhery was practised on men assaulted and dragged
from their homes duriug raids. A typical instance of this
was deserthed by Miss Craven, of Washington, D.C. Miss
Craven was visiting her parents at Headford, Co. Gabway,
when ‘“‘Black-and-Tans vaided the house at noon on Sep-
tember 17, 1920, and dragged away her younger brother,
who was not connected with the Sinn Fein organisation,
though an older bhoy was a Volunteer. His parents fonnd
him on the reoad later, beaten and hruised, with two of
his teeth knocked ont. His -watch and sevenieen shillings
had been stolen. During the raid some moaey avd small
gold pins were stolen in the house.

Robbery.—The hahit of looting and robhing the raided
in their homes seems to have inculcated the practice of
highway robbery. Acvording to the testimony, it was an
ordinary event in several cities, particularly Cork, for
pedestrians to be held up and rohbed on the streets by
soldiers or police, Lord Mayor O'Callaghan testified that
the “Black-and-Tans” were particular offenders in  this
respeet: “‘Passing on the streets, these men challenge the
passers-bv and order them to hold up their hands while
their pockets are gone through, In many cases all the
contents of their pockets are stolen, any money especially.”’

A sworn deposition of a typical highwav robbefy was
presented to the Commission from John Creed, 36 Grattan
Street, Cork. Oun the evening of December 10, 1920, he
was held up by two men wearing light raincoats and soft
felt hats—the ordinary mufti of the “Black-and-Tans.”
They ecarried revolvers, and pointing them at him thev
demanded “Hands up!”’ and searched him. taking nearly
$100 which he had on his person. The man who took the
money had a decided English aceent.

Highway Robbery at Stated Hours.—Highway robbery
would seem to have heen part of the regular daily routine
of some of the Tmperial British farces. Harold Johnsen,
‘American sailor on the steamship Woesteannon, testified
that the hold-ups in Cork would start about 3.30 in the
afternoon. He used to go out to wateh them. Emil Pe-
zolt, his shipmate, an American, testified that he was held
up and beaten h¥ “Black-and-Tans”* on the evening of
the big fire; his watch, about $30 in money, and even lis
seaman’s passport were stolen.

Rabbing Women.—John Charles Clarke, American,
testified to secing men in the R.1.C. uniform holding up
women at the pistol’s point and searching them on the
streets of Cork. He saw these ‘‘police’” pull rinps off
women'’s fingers, and he saw one of them tear the earrings
from a woman's ears. One of the women thus held up was
crying, and Mr. Clarke testified that the “policeman’
pointed his gun at her, sayving: “Shut up or I will give
you the contents.”

Assaults on Women.—Daniel J. Broderick, an Ameri-
can, told of a raid on the house of a Mrs. Wartnebt, at
Whheyfeale. Her Loy was in hed ill on the upper floor
while the soldiers wrecked the lower storev and set the
house on fire. Before leaving one of the soldiers struck
Mrs. Hartneht over the head with the butt of a rifle.
Mr. Broderick saw the wound. It was three or four in-
ches long.

The testimony shows that women and girls have heen
searched by members of the Tmperial British forces, the
privacy of their bedrooms has been invaded in the dead of
tho night, and their hair cut off; but in no case has the
crime of rape been specifically charped by Irish witnesses
before us against the Tmperial troops. The fact that for
four years and a half an army of at least 78,000 British
was cccupying Treland without provoking charges of major
sensual offences against Irish women is remarkable, It
would seem to us the anly bright spot in the darkness of
war. f.\nd it would appear the more remarkable when that
army 1s proved to contain drunkards, highway robbers,
gunmen, and petty thieves. It would seem to vour Com-
mission that the credit for the sparing of Irish womanhood
must be attributed at least in part to the officers com-
manding the Imperial British forces in Ireland, Only a
drastic ordinance against sexual crime could he powerful
to restrain some of the criminals which that army demon-
strably contains. Tt would seem a regrettable corollary
to the credit we would like to extend . to the Imperial
“British High Command for controlling the sensual licen-
tiousness of its men, that we would need equally to hold it
responsible for the crimes the men are permitted to indulge

in, sometimes even in the presence, if not with the con-
nivance, of subordinate officers.

~to a lorry, prodded by bayonets.

Imperial British Officers

The morals of the British officer wouid appear to us to
have suffered less than those of the rank and file.*, The
officers seem more sober than the men. John Tangney, a
former member of the R.T.C., testified that County In-
spector Lowndes and the two young military officers in
charge of the party that raided Ballylorby “mot stupidly
drunk.’’ But Mr. Dempsey testified that the officer at the
sack of Mallow remgined sober. The officers were also
more honest. In one case testitmony was adduced con-
cerning a British major stealing £75. In many instances
rohberies were committed by troops under the command.
of officers, and in some caszes looting seemed to he specific-
ally directed and controlled by officers.  The testimony
concerning this aspect of the British officers’ bLehavionr is,
however, too fragmentary o allow ns justly to form gen-.
eral eonclusions.

Assault on Hunchback by Three British Officers.—14
was, however, ciearly proved that in many cases the known
sportsmanship of the British officer had become degraded
Ly his “duties.”  We have the deposition of Sean Murphy,
ol Branden, concerning his interviow with James Murphy,
a hmchback, who declares that three British officers heat
him and attempted to hang bhim in a raid on his home at
530 wwm., November 10, 1920, Tn his deposition Sean
Murphy states:

“JFames Murphy is a little hunchhack who resides with
hiy sister, who is not very strong. 1 saw the shirt which
he was wearing that morning. 1t was completely cloted
with blood on the front and back. T also saw the piece of
rope. He was in bed when [ saw him, and his nose was
very badly torn. Ile complained of pains in his head and
hack, and as a result of his treatment he is very nervous.
[ kwow James Murphy personallv. He is a very quicet,
moffensive man. ™

Torturing Prisoners.—Tord Mayor O'Callaglan  pre-
sented the written stuiement of Themas Hale, of Knock-
scuvva, near Bandon, Co. Cork. wha, with a man named
Harte, was arrested July 7, 1920. Hale states:

“When I was undressed they strapped my hands he-
hind my back with leather straps, and pnt them around
my peck and month. Harte was alse strapped in a similar
nosition. T was not in a position to defend myself, and
Lieutenant A, hit me several times in the face and on the
hody,  Captain B. said: “You have some documents from
the adjntant-general, per Michael Collins.” They dressed
me again; tted my hands hehind my back with leather
straps, and also dressed Harte. Captain B. suid: “You
will be shot.” They put straps around my less as well as
ronnd Harte's legs.”

Eventually the two men were tied together and marched
Harte stated that he
was hit in the nose by a gun-butt. They were taken to the
barracks in Bandon and then assaulted several times.
Harte had several teeth knocked ont. They were lined up,
as if to he shot, but were: heaten instead. In the course
of trying to extract information from them ahout certain
Republican leaders, Captain B. got a pair of pliers., Hale’s
statement continues: ]

“Captain B. said: ‘““What position does vour brother
John hold and where is he staying®” T said: ‘T refuse to
give you any information about him."”” e then turned
to the officer whom he sent for the pliers, and he started
hending and twisting my fingers at the back., He gripped
them at the back, placing one portion of the pincers
agninst one side of my mnail and the other portion of the
pincers against the other. He brought the blood to the

. tops of several of my fingers, and for some time afterwards

my fingers were black on the tops owing to congealed bload
there. I was feeling extremely weak, almost fainting, and
the hlood was dropping down my leps. I was asked several
questions about other individuals and about militavy
matters, but refused to give any information.

“Captain B. also put the pinchers on my thighs, but
my Scnses were becoming quite numh.

“Another officer then untied my hands and told me
to pull up my trousers. Captain B. said: ‘ The court is
closed for the findineg.! He said: ¢ Stand up,’ as my kneces
were somewhat bending, *and we will see what a Tommy
ean do to you” T was hit several times in various parts
of the body, but especially in the face. and he hroke the
fonr teeth in my upper 1aw. T was then knocked down
on the ground. 1 was absolutely exhausted and nearly
fainted, and my senses were beginning to go. He hit me
on several occasion while I was on the ground. After a
few minutes, one of the officers said, ‘ That’s enough.’ I
was then dragped up, and led out of the room. My hands
had not heen retied since they had been undone in order”

* The auxiliaries, called cadets, are mostly ex-officers,
serving in the ranks.
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