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THI, POPE AND THE RUSsSTAN PAMINE,

The Red Cross Counference, according to the Corriere
d'Halie the official orgun of the Catholic Popular Party,
h.l‘: invited the Pope to take part in the conference which
is shortly to be held in Geneva to sonsider the Russian
sitnation.  The Pope has secopted the invitation. and he
will he represented by Monsignor Maglione, the Papal
Nuncio to Switzerland, whe  las lmvn c:;-(:puatmfr ol
Lehalt of the Pope in the reliet work of the Save the
Children Fund. : ’

Through Cardinal Gasparvi, the
State, the Pope hus already invited all Christian aud
civilisedd peoples Lo assist the starving Russiun peoples.

The sthouinn Legation also states that  Archhishap
Tikhon, Patriareh of Moseaw and all Russia. has addressed
a letter to the Avehbishiop of Canterinery,
largest possible seale of relict, and immediately,

<Al considerations of other character must be laid
aside” savs the Russiin Patriareh, as the people are
perishing, cand all its Tuture is threatened with ruin.
send us bread and medicines withour delay, The vetarda-
tion would couse calawmitics nuheard hithorto, ™ Pray Our
Lo that His hely wrath against us may be appeased.”

\
Papal secretary of
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CARCHO-SLOVATRS CONFISCATE CHURCH
PROPERTY.

Thiring the vear TE20221 heavy conliscations ol pro-
perty belenging 1o the Churel in the Caecho-Slovak Re-
public have taken place.  In Slovakin alone wore than
300 churehes have heen pillagcd in one way or another,
and seiething ke 300 staines have either been taken away
or destroyed.  Some of the great public schools, such as
those of the Benedictines at Komarom, of the Premonstra-
tonsians at Rossice, o that of the Jesuits at Dratislava,
have heen closed hy order of the Gevermuent, awd no alter-
native offered in their place.

The new law, which brinus abeout the separation of
Chureh and State, is expecred to be put inte operatien
during the eoming avtwmn, and {he position of the Church
in the Republic will be consideralily altered for the worse.
The grestest sufferers appear ta be the parish elorgy,

rticniarly I the conntry parishes. Pven now some of
{‘I‘:?\M\'v heen deprived of practically all their resourees,
andd they are now veduced to an extreme state of poverty
and misery, the little stipend they ave able to get heing
worth practically nothing as the enrvency has depreciated.

A new governmental ordinance is reported fo be put
into offect i Slovakia, wecarding to which all embers of
religious orders o that provivee will be obliged to clear
out, while their sclicols and houses will e tuken over
by the State,
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DOMINICANS RETURN TO OXFORD.

On the Feast of the Assuwption Cardinal Bourne, in
the presence of Cardinal Gasgnet and o munerous. asserms-
hlage of bisheps and clergy. placed in pesition the founda-
tion stone of the new Priory and Conventual Chure of
the Holy CGliest which the Dominicans are to crect in
Saint (Giles, one of the wmost famens of the mediaeval
streets of Oxford.

It was exactly seven hundred years ago, on August
15, 1221, that the Dominicans first came to Oxford,
on the lnstmctmns of the Second General Chapter of the
Order held at Bologna, whicl decided to effeet the founda-
tion of an Enplish Provinee of the Order. Twelve friars,
with Friar Gilbert of Trosney as their Prior, set out for
England where thevy were weleomed- by Cardinal Steplien
Langton, at that time Archbishop of Canterbury, and in
the same year they made their way to Oxford, where thev
established themselves in the University.

The return of the Dominicans fo Oxford, for that is
what the present-dny ceremony significs, means that there
arec now established at the University all those religious
Orders that taught there at the time of the Reformation.
The Benedictines and the Franeciscans have their hostely
in Oxford and the Jesuits and Salesians have their houses
of studies. The Dominicans are already established in a
small house, but their new Priory means the estalblishment
of the full conventual life of the Dominican Order as well
as their participation in the academic life of the University.

In the new conventual church there will he stalls in
the choir for one hundred friars. The capitular High Mass
will be chanted daily and the Divine Office celebrated at
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the canonical hours with all the ceremonies 'peculiar to
the rites of the Dominican Order. But besides this, the
Priory will be affiliated to the University as a_ house of
‘-tudles, and once mere the Blackfriars will be in Oxford
as members of the University, as they were in the days
previous 1o the Reformation.

Saint Deminic himself, the Founder of the Dominican
Order, appears to have held an ecclesiastical preferment
in England: for he was presented to a benefice attached
to the Church of St. Oswald, at Nostell in Yorkshire by
Pope Homortus IIL., who was patron of the benefice.

During the more than three centuries that the Domini-
cans were established in Oxford previous to the.Reforma-
tion at least three friars of the Order werp: appolnted'
Chuancellor of the University. Friar John Bmmxard the
mast notable of these, was the only man known in history
to have been Chancellor both of Oxford and Cambridge.

In honer of the Dominicans seven hundredth anniver-
sary at Oxford ‘the Pope has sent a Pontifical Tetter to-
Itv. Bede Jarrett, Provincial of -the English .Provincs,
congratulating the friars on their return to Oxford. The
new Priory will stand opposite to St, John's College in
Saint Giles, )
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CATHOLIC BISHOP ON PERIL TO SOCIAL ORDER.

Dignitaries of the Catholic Church are in Cambridgo
taking part in the Bible Congress. Preaching yesterday
(fulv 17), savs the Daily News, London), the
Bishop of Clifton  said  that = with ~ Catholica
the Bible got its hall mark from the Church, not the
Chnreh from the Bihle. The teaching and example of
Christ had created our Western civilisation, and whatever
of good Eurepe Tonghis day retained in her ethical and
social system she owed to the Catholic Church. Even Pro-
testant nations that threw off her yoke had been living
over since on the remnants of her teaching and traditions,
for Protestantism never created. Continuing the Bishop
«nid that to-day the ancher of sanity had been lost. Belief
in all revelation was crumbling away. Family life was in
jropardy. and our social order scemed to many to be on
the brink of a voleano. Only a new spirit which religion
atone counld infuse could save us.

LSOO
POPY BENEDICT AND THE ENGLISH DOMINICANS.

The decision of the English Dominicans to open a
chiurclr and priory in Oxford, and to associate themselves
with the acudemic life of the University, has secured the
warmest approval of the Pope, who on the occasion of the
T00th anniversary of the coming of the Friars to Oxford
sent o speciul letter to the Eng,hsh Provincial, Dr. Bede
Jdll{t\.

“We oursclves,” says the Pope in the course of his
leiter, gy was fitting on first hearing of your project,
congratulated vou on the work you propesed taking in
hiaud, and in these letters We renew even more heartily -
these congratulations mow that the work is advancing
tuwards its accomplishment.  We rejoice, moreover, to learn
thut the work is not only approved bhut encoumged and
liberally assisted, by persons of all ranks,

“Gladly, therefore, by these words We. declare Our
soodwill tow -ards this praiseworthy undertakmg, and desire
o give encouragement to all”those who lahor zealously. to
bring these IJc.trlmung,s to their fulfilment. -

“That this niay be'happily accomplished We lovmgly im- -
part, as a pledge of heavenly favorg to you, Beloved Son,
to those persony abom—ment&oned to, your brethern in re-
ligion, and to all those that shall be present .u; tha opening |
celehration, the Apostolic Benediction.” '

Important developments are expected to follow an the
return of the Dominicans to Oxford, -net the least of thess.
being a proposal for the ioundatmn by permission of the.

Huly See, of a Faculty of Cathohc .Theology,:. under ‘the
direction of the religious orders.

A BOGUS CATHOLIC CALENDAR. )
Last vear a calendar was distributed thronghout New
Zealund purporting to contain much information to’ Cath.”
olics under the heading of ““The Cathdlic Calendar.” A-
copy has been forwarded to us with the inquiry whether
stuch a puh]untlon is what.it purports to be.. The answer
is easy. 1t is not a Catholic calendar. It has no ecolesias. v
tical appraval, and is full of gross errors. Fortunmately, *
tte circulation must be small, as many Catholics Have not
even seen it. The pity is. that several business men have
bheen cajoled into paying dearly for advertisements.; Wa
now learn that orders are being solicited for the next edi-
tion, and we hasten to state that this calendar—qu:te
inaceurate as to the informaticn to Catholics is concerned
—has no connectigfi with the New Zealand Tablet,
urge our readers, and also our advert:sers, to have

* nothing to do with the publication.. .
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