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TILE IRISH QUESTION NOT ONE OF RELIGION.

The following is an interesting extract from a letterpublished in The Post (the organ of the British Post OfficeWorkers' Union) for July 9, 1921, Vol. iv., No. 77, written
by Mr. J. Green, who recently retired after a lengthy ser-
vice, being 11 years postmaster at Kilrush, Co. ClareIreland : —■ ■

"My happiest years, as a whole, were spent in goodold Ireland, where my wife and I made many friends, withwhom it was Hard to part. I may be allowed here to re-mark, in passing, that after over 11 years' experience ofthe country, I. am firmly convinced that the conceding toIreland of the fullest possible measure of self-governmentwould- result in the setting of a lasting and- fruitfulfriendship between the two countries. Those who havewatched the march of events since Asquith's Home RuleBill was passed could not possibly wonder at the presentcondition, of that unhappy and much maligned country..God Save Ireland (to, and -for, the Irish) is my earnestprayer, feeling as I do that they as a people have beentrifled with too long.
"Of the m.ueh-talked-of religious persecution T haveabsolutely no knowledge. I know the Protestants had thelions share of the business in my part of the country, andthe best possible understanding existed between the' Cath-olics and Protestants. My best friends were anion" theformer, and I am an English Protestant whom they put

at the head of the poll in a local election."

CATHOLIC SEAMEN BEATEN AND KICKED.A brutal attack was recently made by Belfast shipyardworkers on Catholic seamen, about 15 of whom, firemenand sailors, all belonging to Belfast, had • signed on as
portion of the crew of the s.s. Baltic, which left for Liver-pool, after having been reconditioned. A large numberof shipyard workers rushed on board the vessel, shouting'Where are the Fenians?" and using threats and vilelanguage.

The Catholic seamen were singled but, beaten, anddriven from the vessel. When they got on shore the con-ditions were even worse, for 100 more joined in the attackand the unfortunate victims were knocked down and kicked
in the. most savage manner, while some of them werethrown into the water.

The victims only escaped with their lives with theutmost difficulty. One of them, Eras. Ward, was treated
in the Mater Hospital for his injuries.

THE CATHOLIC MAN HUNT.■ A recent week saw a, recrudescence of the brutalitythat is always latent in Belfast amongst the bigoted maj-ority. Adown the years certain periods were marked bysuch "frightfulness" against Catholics that '57 '62 172and 'B6 are known to all Belfast people as riot year's'" andthese dates serve as epoch-making marks. But all' thehorrors of these awful times pale before, the 'present-da vriots. In the past brutal beatings have been inflicted -oilunoffending Catholic workmen, with the result that theinjured meekly left the notorious city. But now life ischeaper, and nothing will satisfy these wolves in humanform but the blood of their victims. Even here they willnot content themselves with merely slaving, but they musttorture and mutilate ere their fiendish bloodthirstiness isquenched. - The peace atmosphere in Ireland has added fuelto their July madness, and an orgy of cruelty is at presentbeing indulged in which out-Herods that of Herod Cath-olics, men and women, are set upon in the main streets, intrams, and in their workshops, knocked down and kickedinto "sensibility. Happy are they if they have a breathof life when taken into hospital, .and so inured are thehospital attendants to "kicked" cases that a special ameli-orative treatment is given the poor unfortunates, whoseldom or never regain their health and strength. Add tothis JHunnish .treatment the crowning infamy of incendiar-
ism, scores of Catholic homes being burnt out, and youhave Belfast of July, 1921.
m,

And who are the chief agents in this latest pogrom ?lie unhesitating reply comes: "The Specials"—a bodywhose name will go down in the history of Belfast as thebitterest enemies the persecuted Catholics have ever hadRecruited from the ranks of the Orange Ulster Volunteers!their numbers have been increased by the hooligans fromthe Queen s Island, who, dismissed their regular' employ-ment by slackness of work, are welcomed into the ranksof the Specials and paid at the rate of £6 per Week, allfound. All that is expected from them is to keep the
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Catholics down, and that by every ingenious form cf brutal-
ity they more than willingly do. A mild form of their
activity is the holding up and searching of any pedestrian
they meet. Should a remonstrance be indulged in the
dating offender is hauled up on summons from an obligingmagistrate and the charge of insulting a Special is fol-
lowed by a smart fine. Needless to say that the Special’swork is taken as pure unadulterated truth. So, emboldened
by this consideration, the Special goes one better and seeks
to prove himself a close friend of law and - order raid-
ing the homes of innocent people. In times like the presentthere are always many unscrupulous persons who seek to
gratify private spite by giving false 'information about
their neighbors. This is eagerly seized on as a presencefor the Specials to terrorise the householders. Unfor-
tunately for them things went too far, for-when youngCatholic men were taken from their homes and foully done

'to death by nameless horrors an outraged Catholic com-
munity resolved to protect themselves against these mis-creants, and so effectually have they, aided by their stout-
hearted womenfolk, done this that, in the face of over-
whelming odds, they have routed the cowardly Specialsfrom the Catholic districts. All honor to these heroic
hearts! Privation keen and long continued they have
silently endured, but when, the policy of extermination,
ruthless in its intensity, was sought "to be inflicted they
rose in just wrath and repulsed the tyrants.

The rest of Ireland has only the faintest idea of what
the Belfast Catholics are daily suffering. The events of
the day are wilfully distorted in the Orange evening paper,which serves up a dish suited to the palates of the majority.Every incident is twisted to show that the Catholics are
the evildoers of all mischief, and it is easy to see how
this reacts on ignorant minds who never read anythinghut their favorite budget of hot, strong anti-Irish and
anti-Catholic news.

Indeed, one of the tasks Belfast Catholics have in the
future before them is the establishment of an eveningCatholic paper. It is only natural that the hurrying
events of these troubled times should be eagerly soughtafter. Every hour brings its quota for good or ill, and
the down-trodden Belfast Catholic cannot" wait the comingdailv paper for confirmation of his hope and fears. ■Hence it is that the paper opposed to his dearest
opinions finds ready sale in Catholic quarters. But a good
time is coming, and these Pressmen will yet find them-
selves bit where they will feel it most—in their pockets.

A NOTE OF WARNING.I\. . 5In entering into a preliminary conversation with thePrime Minister of Great Britain at the official residence
in Downing Street the President of the Irish Republic ,takes an international step which will affect the future :
relations of Ireland with other nations (says Young Ire-
loud, the journal edited by Mr. A. Griffith, T.D.).

“But our history contains many warnings, against re-liance on English overtures, treaties, negotiations, truces
or conferences. The last truce, we believe, occurred at theSiege of Limerick, 230 years ago, and we know what hap-pened the Treaty. We had negotiations with them before
that, at the time of the Confederation of Kilkenny. The
Tudor, sovereigns had many parleys with the Irish chief-
tains. In Hibernia Pacafo• we have the revelation after
several centuries of secrecy of the intrigues of Carew and
his tryst with The MacCartby More, who was trappedand deported to London, where he died in the Tower after
40 years’ captivity, which had a disastrous effect on the
war of independence, which was lost at Kinsale. The ■leaders of the Irish Republic are well aware of their
country’s history,

“Times and methods are supnosed to change, but we
have yet to learn that England has changed. The world
looks on with its sardonic smile on the overtures of the
English towards us. While England is regaling the presswith the fable of the lamb carolling on the lion’s mane,
the amused world will wait for some explanation of the ssudden change of manner of the English Premier, who
says he ‘ shall be hapipy*to see ’ those whom his lieutenants
are wont to describe as a ‘gang of murderers.’ The new '

attitude came without notice. "

“Surely there must be some explanation forthcomingfrom Mr. Lloyd George. • He is not a chameleon. Theremust be some reason for the change in his make-up. Mean-
while, the Irish Republic marches on.”
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I desire a husband whose estates ’are heaven and earth
and sea—whose farms will yield their crops for ever, whose
riches increase daily, and will never diminish. If you can
find me such a husband—not a man, sinful, wayward, and
mortal.St. Aldegundis. -

Wail Papers .At Prices that make the Buying Easy, from ALEXANDER CLARK and CO.,
•S FreightPaid on All‘Goods. Write for Samples. . 3 Fitzherbert St., Palm « ston North*


