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establishment of protective minefields and play havoe with
the auxiliary surface craft which are indispensible to sub-
marine bases. But protection by sea and air would itself
be wholly wasted without protection by land, hecause the
command of the sea would enable England to throw into
Ireland at seleeted points armies capable of enveloping and
destroying the submarine hases, o1 at any rate of rendering
them strategically untenable by cutting their communica-
tions with the Irish military centres. A submarine base
cannot exist in the air,

The strategic conditions in the North Sea during the
world-war supply a vivid illustration of these facts. Ger-
many with her vast resources and the second navy in the
world was just able, by Immense outlay in men and meney
upen nrotective air squadrens, ferro-concreted dockyard
protection (inclnding » sc-r;lloss;ﬂ Lomb-pronf  shelter for
submarines at Druges, wllich 1s one of the wonders of the
world), numerous sguadrons of destrovers, minelavers and
minor surface-craft to muintain aeainsg naval and aerial
attack on her advaneed submarine base. Bruges, with its
seaport, Zechrugee, nntil near the close of the war. QOstend
beeame nseless owing to naval bombardment, In April
1918, an assault on Zeehrugee odosed aceess to Bruges.
which Jies nine miles inland, fdr several weeks’ and might
if repealed, have closed it p!b]'manenti_\". But, whether
this happenced or not, the existence of the Bruges base de-
pended on nninterrupted commnnication with 1he wilitary
and industrial centres of Germany. When the Allied armios
began to break the hattle-front in Belgium in Octoher,
Bruges, Zeehrngge. and QOstend, threatened with enveloep-
ment, were instantly evacuated. This was the final vesult
of England's command of the sea, enabling ler, iu spite
of fleets of German suhmavines, to maintain the transport
of her growing army wscross the Channel for more than
four vears.

An Trish Minister of War, therefore, asked 10 prepare
estimates for o naval establishment, with or without sub-
marines, capable of threatening England, or even of pre.

. viding an adequate defence againsi Fnglish aggression,
would refuse or resign at the first survey of the facts. He
wounld say that he was asked, literally, to throw moeney into
the sea. The nimest le, like the Naval Minister of anv
other small country would sanction, wounld be a small outlay
purely for defensive purposes, on small vessels of war, in-
cluding perhaps a few small submarines, strictly for fishery,
coast, and harbor protection, together with a modest air
defenco mainly for reconnaissance,

Ireland’s Defensive Power against England

From the purely defensive standpoint these provisious
would be useless in the last resort against an attack hy
strong naval and air power, though thev conld vanse delay,
and necessitate some additinual cutput of strength in the
enemy’s offensive. This, in the st vesort. thengh wiih a
marked difference of degree, is all that [reland’s main Jine
of defence—her army-——cauld do to prevent a resointe in-
vasion by a Power as great as Tuglawd, We cannot new
by sheer military foree expel the British armivs. and we
cold not prevent them from re-entering if they were
inflexibly determined to do so. In the final reckoning we
must face the fact that our resistance depends vn moral
right.

But from England’s standpoiut that moral rielie and
the resisiance founded upon it is an insurmountahle oh-
stacle now.  Unsatisfied with the far-reaching resubts flow.
ing for its refusal, it is her stratepienl danger. Satisfied,
it would be her strategical saleguard.

For it is net to England's interest that Ireland. Ter
best, and, indeed, her indispensable food supplier and
market, skwuld bo nnder the control of a hostile Power.
A freo Treland woull he her strongest gnarantee against
any such cventunlity. Tor a fres Ireland would fight to
the death against any kind of foreign control, -

This plain inference from ordinary human motives.
takerr with the roet of strategicf! facts, should he a suffi-
cient answer to the fears expressed abont the otlier con-
tingencies we have to consider—the allinnce of Ireland
with some ether Pewer or Powers, or the foreed violation
of lier neutrality. ‘

‘The Violation of a Neutral Ireland

We have already isposed by implication of the lattor
vase.  Leaving axide for the moment the naval possibility
of a forced landing in o neutral Treland by a foreign
Power, the militnry defence of the island; supposing the
fanding were cffected, could not be il lLetter hands than
that of an Irish army fighting with vehemence to defend
its own soil. An English army of aceupation, with an
Irish rebe] army upon ifs hack. perhaps in actual sympathy
with the wnvader, would ‘he paralveed from the first. .

The contingeney of a hostile Treland, allied with an-
other Power, must in justice he considered, though it is

one that hardly comes within the scope of reasonable dis-
cussion; and, without some little tincburs of reason, all
discusston is futile. What could be the motive for such an
alliance? Jreland has, and would have, no continental
eibapglemnents or colunial ambitions, no land frontiers, no
irredenta, nothing to covet or intrigue for. To win her
freedom from England has heen the single object of lier
policy for 700 years. I'c reiain it when won would le her
supreme object in the future. The instinet of selfepre-
servation, if nothing else, would dictate friendly relations
of o small neutral nation with a powerful neighbor. There
would also he powerful motives of cconomic and commer-
cial interests. Trelawd wonld not profic fram the destrie.
tion of Kngland—she woulil Tie ot a lieavy Toss,

S0 mueh for motives. Bt for the sake ot arzument
eredit Treland with the Tnnaey of desereting her safesi role
—the satest role for all small nations—that of strict neu-
trality. and of entering inte some joint design against
Tngland, hased, one must suppose, upon o senseless spirit
of revenge for wrengs already veanited. The steatesie facts
demand that her alliance must he with a naval Power or
Powers.  The combined navies of Tiarope are ueglible he-
sie the British Navy, and are likely to remain so for
further than we can see. Japan? A war between Fng-
Tnud and Japan, waged in Fnropean waters, is not a pos-
¢ihle contingeney, and an alliance between Treland and
Japan raises o smile. America® The imdependence of
Treland would iwsell remove .the main chstacle to friendly
co-operation hetween England  and Ameriea, and  would
render wir between them an unvatural and unlikely event
fnoany ease, practics!ty unthinkalle,  Tf it did take. place,
it wenld ot be fonaly in waters where Treland could e a
strategic factor.  America is toe distanf, her communica-
tions 1oo long, Ty would Le an eronomie strinppgle,

The First Consequences of an Alliance

Nevertheless, to omit nothing, let us suppose this al-
unee, or any other. however unlikely. (o be entertained
by Treland, whai would be the vesult® At the hrst glimpse
ol preparation for dt—and ihe preparaticns could not he
concealed—perhaps ot the first wind of it an uitimatum
from Tagland., with all the fearfnl perils involved.  Sup-
nose. #ven so, that the war actually came to pass. Treland
would cortatuly bhe the first (o wffer, and heavily, from
Taeland, Bur could she he of any practical assiztance to
her ally?

Nene, 0f the governing principles of naval strateey he
remembered. Her oniy contribution to the war would he
to offer her shores as a foothold to the armies of her ally
sl her ports as oo shelter for his ships. But neither of
rhese offers could take effect nntil the Tnghish Navy had
boen destroved or driven finally from the seas. Until that
happened no hostile Power could land a man v Treland,
nrodorive any appreciable advantace from the nse of Trish
norts, The adea that sulimarines can be hased surrepti-
tensly on ihe ports of 2 Hule couniey withont o navy,
sl in diveet defiance of an enemy Power holding  the
loeal command of the sea is g delusion horn of the tittle-
tattlo of scaremongers,

But let us make the final stopesition: that Tineland
id in foet lose the command of the sea. T that case
there would he no ueod for Ler encwv to land a wan in
Treland or to use Trish ports. Bugland's cconomic position
iw wieh that ber loss of the command of the sea means star
vation and defeat.

Such is tho wpoesition. Where doeyd Tngland’s true
strabewic Intdrest lie? T anturonising Treland or cou-
eiltating ber? There can he but one rensonahle answer,
Tr s her interest to recognise our independence., To ron-
fest it In o war of extermination 15 not only shameful, but
ruinens to lier,

e

As the soul is the Tife of the body. hut does not keop
it alive withaut bodily food, so God Is the Life of the Soul,
Imt docs not keep it alive withont spiritual food, that is,
without tha Word of God.—St. Augustine,

AN APPEAL FROM THE BACKBLOCKS
At Tuatapere—a bush township in Soutlland-—-Mass is
celebrated in the most westerly part of New Zealand. The
few scattered Catholics are making a hold endeavor to
raise funds for a much-needed chureh but realise their
difficulties without assistance from cutside. They therefors

appeal to the gencrously disposed readers of the Tablet 1o
Jielp them. in their enterprise. ’

Bubscriptions may be sent to the un’clef'si;:t“led—]."res'ﬁ_v-*
tery, Riverton—and will be acknowledged in the Tablet.

{Rev.) D. P. BucgLEy.

—a——

| D. SM|TH 'ﬁégistered.

Plumber CP E. EOBSON, opp. Municipal Bidgs, HASTINGS

A1l Jobbing Work Punctually ‘Atteiided to, Fhone 6.

1 .




