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farms; the silk crop, in millions of small, poor homes ;
the tea crop, on countless little patches of soil. If you
visit Kyoto to order something from one of the greatest
porcelain makers in the world, onre whose products are
known better in Lendon and in Paris than even in
Japan, you will find the factory to be a wooden cottage
in which no American farmer would live. The greatest
maker of eloisonne vases, who may ask vou two hundred
dollars for something five inches high, produces his
miracles behind a two-story frame dwelling consisting
of perhaps six roems. The best girdles of silk made
in Japan, aund famous throughout the Empire, are
woven in a house that cost scarcely five hundred dollars.
The work is of course hand-woved.” Protestantism
killed such wonderful arts in England and would kill
them everywhere if it could. But they still survive and
the killer is growing very feeble. We know what the
Japanese visitors at Versailles thought of Massey,
Hughes and Co. But if they had seen cur Rill make
his gesture!
S —

The Strategical Question

WOULD AN INDEPENDENT IRELAND BE A DANGER
TO LNGLAND?

Why does Tngland refuse freedom to Treland ¢

& host of evasive anrd contradictory answers have heen
given 1o this question in the past (savs the {oish Bolleéind,
But the last two vears have cloared the cronnd of unresl
comtroversios and fictitious issues.  There survives hut one
answer to the eternal gquestion posed. and that answer is
that it would be -unsafe”

All the recent utterances of responsible British stutes-
men, including the Prime Minister. have narrowed the
question to this single point. “Au independent Treland on
our flank,” they have vepeated again and again, “wonld
be o military and strategical danger 1o us.

It 15 a brutally frank proposition. proclaimed without
hypocrisy and secminely  without a suspicien  that it
amounts to a denial of all international right, and violates
the principle in the name of which Furope was drencled
with blood for four years,

But whether it Le morally vight or wrong, is the pro-
position true? Would an independent Treland, in fact, he
a danger to England? ‘

The difficulty is to place this important theme upon
the plane of reasonable discussion. The supposed danger,
for those who helieve in it. is usually not a matter of
argument but of unreasening fear, while the trained strate-
gists, accustomed to regard the world as a battle-ficld and
humanity as eannon-fodder, take it for granted that every
country, even an island, must be a military danger to
its neighbors.,

Yet it is a shoeking and unconscionabile thing that men
should fight with passion for an empty delusion. above a7
in a war which, at 1he time hostilities were suspended.
was threatening to become a veritalle war of extermination
upon the Irisk people. and which, if peace is not to
sult, may resume that terrible complexion. .

We appeal, while there is still time. for a cool and
thoughtful consideration of the subject,

re-

The Choice Before England *

In the first place let us have it clear that for Tagland
the guestion is not onc simply of safety, but of contrast-
ing the relative safety of two opposite courses. Is she
safer with an Ireland under her military control, as at
present, than she would be with an independent Ireland
A violently hostile Ireland is undeubtedly =2 dunger to lLer,
and, in the larger sense of the word Ystrategy’’ a strategical
danger. Tt chains to the costly aud adious task of coercion
s large army which might at any moment be needed for
vital work elsewhere. It requires a wones outlay far ex-
ceeding any profit derived from the possession of this
island, It involves England in a war of a kind which
is damaging to her prestize and admits of no finality
becanse the objective is an unconquerable abstraction,
the soul and spirit of a people. TLastly it makes Fngland
bitter enemies among the Irish race thronghont the world,
with results, especially "in Awmerica. which are an embar.
rassment to lier imperial policies. .

These facts are yinquestioned. Those who sav that our
independence would he a danger tn Fmgzlund are hound to
prove that the danger would he greater than it iz now.

Mr. Lloyd George. in a speech at Carnarvon on Oeto-
ber 9 of last year, came nearer to a reasoned strategical
argument than any statesman in recent days, and the
reasona he gave for the military subjection of Ireland will
serve as a basis for discussion.

_here,

for Fugland to do otherwise, .

~Alese

/
against an lrish
Rule.” The first

He made twa points, not merely
Republic but against “Dominjon Home
was that Kagland would he forced to have conscription
hecinse “vou could not have an army of 500,000 or B00,000
men an Trefand and only an army of about 100,000 men

The second point was that “they (the lrish) need nol
huild & navy. You do not need to spend much on sub-
marines.  They are vicious Tittle eraft hu they are not
expensive,” ’ :

Here ave two gssertions with which we can
The danger to Fngland is allezed 1o come from
arey and from lrish submarines,

Mre. Llovd George spoke as if Ireland,
could make these menaces eFoctive,
s to hegin by

grlapp‘le.
an Irish

single-handed,
and the simplest plan
felowing him in this assumption, because
the underiving strategic principles will thus emerge most
elearly.  Afterwards we can suppose that Treland bad an
ally or allies or that her neutrabity. like that of Belgiuw,
wan violatedd.

The Supposed Danger irom an Irish Army

Lot us {ale the army fisst. and passing by the rheiori-

cal use of sowe rather strthng figires, eot o the point,
The only rational meaving 1o he attached to My, Lloxd
George’s praposition is that the lrich Army would in some
way chreaten naland,  Now et s &ppose that 1ittle
Treland, with Ler 41 wmillions of people and her revenue,
serewed to the highest poini by exorbitant taxation, of
anty 30 millions, were really ta form the insune ambition
et menacing  with military  foree ler mighty neichhoer,
Britoin, with 42 nmillions of people and a revenue of 1,000
milliens, " How is the threat 1o he earried ont?

The Irish army could certainly he vised up 1o the Hmit
of its strengtl for defending Irish weil.  But defence is
natoa menace. For offence it must he transported over-
weis on ships whicls would have to he protected by o navse
capable of defeating the British Navy. and securing tle
permanent and undisputed command of the sea, for i
anoaceepted axiom of strategy that an ovor-sen invasiou
ts not possihle without the secure maintenance of  sen-
communications.  Germany. with the Lirgest army in {ho
werkd and the sceond navy in the world, was not able lo
lavd o man in Eneland jn the recent war, Tagland, thanks
to her command of the sca. was able to Tand wmillions of
traops continuwously wpon the continent, place them upen
the battle-front, and eventunlly throw them. into Germany,

Freland, then. starting without a single naval ship to
credit, must in order to inenace England with her
avwy, fivst become a naval power zreater than England.
Now it certainly s not reasonhable to refuse Ireland in-
dependence on the ground thai this prodigions inversiup
of relative positions might  be a miracle come to pass in
the far future, Tt is hardly necessary to add that ull
the small wationy of FYurope could legitimately he  ox-
tingnished to-morrow by their great military neighhors if
the principle applied to Treland were to be sanctiened by
the upinion of the world,

I~
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Governing Strategical Facts

Sowe governing siratemical faets are now becowing
clear:

1. Treland and Britain are islands.
2. Their offensive and defensive power iu
thercfore. primarly, on naval strength.

A Treland iv immeasurably weaker than Britain, uot
only in naval but in wmilitary rerources, aud cannot even
hegin to apprench equality within any forseeable period,

An appreciation of theze governing faets, ignored by
Mr, {lovd  George, should dissipate the submamne peril
alxo—a peril with a peculiar appeal to nervous and unre-
flecting minds. Tt is s BUSY o conjure up pletures of
mysterious  Tittle eraft, “vicious” and  “not ex-
pensive.”’ issning from a small nation's ports to paralyse
the fleets and commeren ofva mighty enemy. But is this
really possible? Observe Mr. Llovd George’s words: “They
{the Trishy necd not baild a navy." But we have seent that
in reality they mnst huild the greatest navy in the world
in order to threaten England with their army. The same
munifestly wpplices to their use of submarines,

o Submarines. to Le'of the smallest use in modern war,
are. of course, not clieap.  Thev must be large, numerous
and costly ont of all proportion to the slender revenues of
Leeland.,  Germany built 400, Jost 200, and failed in her
abjective,  But their enst ix o minor matter. The bases
from which they aperate mnst he secure, and with a hoestile
power Itke Englind in eomwmand of the neighhoring seas,
the Trish submarine hases would have to he impregnadly
fecnre ngainst attack by sea, nir. or land. They must he
secure from sea and air attack hecause naval hombardment
with aerial observation, or aerial bombardment from air.
craft carried on warships can destroy ‘unprotected dock-
vards and submarines on the surface—and they must he
v the surface in and approaching port—can prevent the

war depend
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