THURSDAY, SEPTEMDER 23, 1921_.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

9

to bed when I heard shooting going on in the town. When
I heard the shootng first, I’ thought it was only isolated
shots, and then 1 heard heavy volleys. So I said to my
wife, “Weo must get out of this room immediately. Lf
there are any stray shots we shall be in danger.”” We
hastily got out of bhed and got down to a lower basement
where it was farily good protection from the side and also
from the front, because we were in the back, 1 went
back and got the youngster aut of his cot. I had to go
bn all fours lest a bullet should come in. I dragged him
down, and had to go back for some clothes to cover us.
All that time the firing was going on heavily. And it
got nearer and nearer. Just as I got inside the basement
with the clothes I heard bulicts Litting the house. There
was a door there facing the street. The bullets eame in
through the hall and swished by the deor where we were
«standing. We heard the glass going and the plaster fall-
ing off the ceiling. I placed my wife and the little boy
flat on the floor. We tried to protect ourselves as well
as we could. It was g miserable cold wight. My wife,
in her condition, being within two weeks of her confine-
ment, was in a terror-stricken state, We lay there. The
firing continued. The heavy volleys we heard outside
seemed to pierce every window” in the house. Then the
firing moved hack to town again. It lasted altogether
about an hour, and it stopped.  We remained in the same
hosition, anxious to know if it would brealt out any more.
In half an hour's time it started again, but on the second
occasion it did not last so leng—only about ten minutes.

We could not stir from the position we were in because .

we did not know at what moment it would hreak out
again.  So that we had to lie on the stone floor all night.”’

The terror spread to homes not the nbjective of at- -

tack. The Rev. Father Cotter gave the following descrip-
tion of an evening in Galway :

Evening in Galway.-“With the lights out in my
room, I peeped out under the blinds and saw what, ap-
peared to be about two hundred and fifty soldiers or police
Lalt at the door of the hotel. Immediately after the order
“Halt!”’ came the word “Fire!”; so they shot there for
several hours threugh the street, terrifying everyone. T
left my bed and lay under the window-it was a stone
building—to escape a pessible bullet.’

And the terror would seem not to pass with the night.
Danie! T. Broderick, an ex-American soldier, testified:

Country Roads.—*‘I have seen them [soldiers] travel
along the roads there, and if a dog barked at their trucks
—lorries, as they eall them— that dog would be instantly
shot. And it was a regular habit of theirs to shoot at
houses adjoining the public read, and to take pot shots
at cattle along the road ag they went along.”’

Near the cities the highways would seem to hold
both the terror and the refugees. Mrs. Aénes B. King
testified that she went out from Dublin:

“I went out to Balbriggan the day before Patrick
Lynch was killed. It seemed to me that hundreds of

“Black-and-Tans’’ were on the road going ount. As you
approached the town, you met the people fleeing., Some-
times they were taking all they had with them. 1 met
many women with children huddled about their skirts,

fleeing from the town.”?

The terror that runs on the country roads would
" seem to ahide in the city streets. Concerning conditions
in Dublin, October, 1?20, Mr. Denis Morgan testified :
City Streets.—*‘Yon might be going down the main
. streets any time of the day and suddenly you hear a shout,
‘““Whoop,” and suddenly both ends of the street are stop-
ped up. Shots are fired over the heads of the bystanders
and then everyone is ‘searched. Now they are always
aceompanied by armoured cars carrying machine guns.
The armoured cars drive up on the footpath where the
people stand, so that they have to clear out in all direc-
tions in order to escape. On almost any street of Dublin
" you can see these armoured cars going along with bayonets
sticking out, and very often they fire shots, apparently to
see the women and people scream and fly in all direc-
tions.”" * ‘

Laurence Ginnell, for many years a member for Dublin

* Note the bearing of such Lappenings on the “refusal

. 1o halt"’ and *‘trying to escape’ shootings.

" cessantly.

of the British Parliament, gave us this picture_ of the
occupled city of Dublin in March, 1920; ~

“The streets were filled with fully armed soldiers
marching about with fixed bayonets and bombs hanging
at their belts. Often tanks, even in the daytime, rolled
along.  Aeroplanes hovered aver the city of Dublin in-
There were soldiers at the railroad stations
and at most of the bridges leading into the city, The
people live in o state of military siege.”

The Irish who live in this terror would seem also
called upon to endure restrietions of their movements. It
was stated in evidence that 7,287 Republicans liad been
arrested by the I'mperial British forces in Ireland during
1920; and that the populace still at large were by pro-
clamatich forbidden to enter or leave certain areas, to
possess motor cars, to travel twenty miles by motor, or
to be on the streets after a given hour, without military
permigsien.  This curfew hour would seem to fall as early
as five o'clock in the Xfternocon, at the whim of some
Imperial British officer.

Violation of these ordinances may end fatally. Such
restrictions deprive the Irish citizens of most organised
apd uncrganised ocecasions of social or community life.

" Religous Services -

Berveral witnesses have given testimony on the prac-
tice of stationing fully armed soldiers or policemen in the
Roman Catholic churches during services. John Tangney,
former member of the R.I.C., testified (corroborated by
Dantel Galvin, ex-R.1.C.) as to orders issued to the policu
by General Deasey in the section of Tipperary where he .
was stationed in May, 1920 ’ .

“These orders were that all policemen should g0 to
Mass, in formation. The two in front were to take re-
volvers and the last two were to take rifles. The revolvers
were to be worn with lanyards. The two with rifles were
to keep their rifles at the ready with bullets in the breech
until Mass was over. And when Mass was over they were
to march through the crowds the same way. And if there
was-any hostility shown they were to shoot.”

It was testified that religious services were profaned
by the presence of military patrols in the aisles of churches
in Thurles, Clougheen, Galway, and other places; that
churclies are surrounded during the services and the emerg-
ing cengregations searched, and worshippers assaulted and
arrested.

Deaths and Wakes

There was evidence before us that armed men in-
vaded sick rooms, birth and death chambers. Mr. Denis
Morgan testified :

“There was a ease at Holy Cross. A girl had died
and a wake was being held. At a wake in Ireland thc
neighbors assemble and sit up all night with the corpse.
At the wake wak a poor old simpleton, Mr. Rooney. He
happened to go out of the corpse house. He was killed
outside tlre door. The coromer’s jury verdict on Roonew
was, ‘ wilful murder committed by the armed forces of
tha Crown.'’! C

Funerals

Tunerals in Ireland, according to several witnesses,
have a bodyguard of soldiers that follow the mourners to
the grave, Henry Turk, American sailor, gave the follow-
ing testimony on funerals he had witnessed in Cork:

“There is just one thing I would like to mention,
if T could, and that is the most pathetic thing I remem-
bered in Cork, in connection with the killing of the people
over there, is that they usually. combine the funerals.
There are three or four of the men buried st one time
and’ the bodies are carried along the streets on the
shonlders of their comrades. They are draped with the
republican colors. Following the bodies come the mourners,
the relatives, and probably the members of their society.
Then immediately following that is an armoured ear, with
machine guns, and three or four lorries of heavily armed
men. Kach one has got a trench helmet on, and puns
all 1évelled at the people on the sidewalks and the corners.

“That is not an exception. Every funeral I_ have seen

was carried on that way.”’

Mr. P. J. Guilfoil testified regarding a funeral he
witnessed : : . N
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