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IN LONELY RAVENNA,

Ravenna is the resting-place of that supreme singer
of the Middle Ages, Dante, and a fitting place of pilgrim-
age in this centenary year (writes Joseph Francis Wick-
ham, in the August Cuthelic Warld)., His mausulemn
stands near the Church of San Francesco, in the vestibule
of which the I'lorentine exile was first buried. Dante's
tomb was criginally the work of Pietro Lombardi, who
built it in 1482 at the instance of Bernarde Bemho, the
representative of Venice in the city; but now, threugh
reconstruction, it is more modern than the sentimental
heart would wish. The old palace of the Polenta looks
down wpon the tomb from acress the way, a fitting guard
for the poet’s grave. Tor it was (luido da Polenta who
gave him the welcome of Ravenna, after Florence had for-
bidden him her shelter and had doomed him to follow the
wandering roads.
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THYE FOUR GREAT FATHERS OF THE EAST.

The four great athers and Doctors of the Fast are
St. Athanasing, St. Basil, St. Gregory of Nazlanzen, and
St. Johin Chrysestom.  They belenged to the 4t centnry;
tho century in which the geeat truths of fuith—tle Div-
inity of Qur Lord and the Blessed Trinity—were sclemnly
defined by the Church. T need not say that theugh these
doctrines were not defined  tifl the fourth century they
wero always part of the Christian faith.  The Christians
who lived and died in the lst century belicved them as
firmly as those who lived in the 41k, or as we owrselves
who live in the 20th. But it is only when circumstances
require it that the Churell solemunly defines n doctrine—
when, for Instance, hevelies attack it and it is neccssary
to safeguard the truth. .

From tho very heginning Christianity came into con-
flict with ideas and practices which had a widespread hold
until Jesus came. When Our Lord was preseuted in the
Temple lLioly Simeon said of Tlim that He was sct “for a
sign’ which shall he eontradicted,” and there were two
things about Christiznity whiech were hound to encounter
contradiction. :

In the first place, while the great pavan teashers of
the past—Plato and Aristotle, for example—lad ouly pro-
fessed to point out to men ihe better way of life, Jesus
Christ was Himself “the way, and the truth, and the
life’”; the followers of the pagan philosophers revered them
as men, but the followers of Christ adored Him as God.
When the first Christians taught that Clrist was God,
and that all men are bound to follow His teaching, they
came at once into conflict with the philosophers of the
Roman Empire.

In the second place, Christianity was for all, Tt was
no respecter of persons. Tt bound the emperor just as
much as the meanest of his subjects. ““There is neither
Jew nor Greek; there is neither ‘bond nor free; there is
neither male nor female. Tor you are zll onc in Christ
Jesus"” (Galatians 3ii, 28). Christianity ingisted on the
rights of all men, and as at this time four-fifths of the
human raco were slaves, and slaves had no lepal rights of
any kind but werc the absolute property of their master

like the herse or his cow; women and children had prac- -

tically no rights; while the emperor was an absolute mon-
arch whose whims were law, it is not surprising te find
that Christianity had many and powerful encmics from
the start. Since the Christians elaimed that Christ was
God, the obvious retort of the unbelievers was that He was
only & man. Some of the early heretics,‘tau'ght the op-
posite of this, and said that Christ was indeed true God,
but was not true man,

These controversies came to a head with what is known
as the Arian heresy, the founder of which was a priest of
Alexandria named Arius. He lived in -the 4th century,
and he maintained that Christ was the most perfect
creature, but was not God. His great opponent was St.
Athanasiuk, who was born at Alexandria about 295, Arius
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was a man of “soft and smooth address, caleulated to per-
suade and attract,’” andhe had no scruples as to how those
who opposed him ocught to be treated. 'The Council of
Nicaea—the first General Council of the Chureh—con-
demued Arius, but the Arians won over the Emperor Con-
stantine to their side—who wanted to be supreme in the
Church as in the State, like Henry VIII.—and St. Ath-
anasius, who had become Bishop of Alexandria in 328, was
banished from his see. Arianism, aided by the powerful
patrenage of the Kmperors, maintained a bitter struggle
£l the end of the 4th century, the chief object of its hate
Leing St. Athanasins.  After spending 20 years in exile
and enduring extreme hardships, St. Athanasivs died
peacelully at Alexandria in 373, . >

St. Busil was born al Caesarea in Cappadocia (now
Asia Minor) about 329. He studied at Athens, where he
beecame intimate with  &t. Gregory Naslarzen, who
was ulso born about  the same year. While there
he  hegan  to  think  seriously of religion, and he
founded a religions Order known as the Basilian
Monks, still in existence.  In 370 he became Bishop
of Caesaren, and he devoted his great talents to combat-
ting Arianismi, which had the support of the Fmperor
Valens, who was an Arian. He was famous both as a
theologian and a preacher, and is usually styled St. Basil
the Creat. Fe died In 379,

&t. Gregory of Nvssn, wunother great namo in the his-
tory of fhe Church, wns a vounger brother of St. Basil,
86, Gregery of Nazianzen was born about 329, near Na-
sianzen, in Cappadecia.  He was conseerated from birth
to Cod by his saintly mother Nonna, and after a bril-
linnt course of study at Athens reselved to give his life
to the service of religion. He was the great champion of
the Chureh against the Arians in Constantinople, of which
city he heecame bishop in 380, e vigorously opposed
Macedonius, a heretie hishop, who denied that the Holy
Ghost was Cod. His work on the Trinity, directed espe-
cinllv againsg the Avians and the Macedonians, was so ex-
eellent that it obtained for him the title of “The Theo-
Toginn.”  He died about 390.

Sr. Johun Chrysostom was horn at Anticcl, in Syria,
ahout 345. Ho was perhiaps the greatest orator the world
has ever seen.  He was appointed Bishop of Constantinople

in 398, and lis fearless denunciations of the vices of the

i:uperial court romsed the fury of the Timpress Eudoexia,
wihe had hun arrested and hamished.  Recalled shortly
after, Lo was again banished, and he died in exile at Co
mona, in Pentus (new Asia Minor), in 407. Besides the
four great Fathers and Doetors there are otlier famous
doctors ton.—Trish Catholir,

Sacass

To have that love for our nelzglibor which is com-
manded by the Lerd, we must entertain good and amiable
frelings towards him, especially when he is disagreeable
and aungyving tous on account of any defect, natural or
moral: for then we find in him nothing ito love, except
i (lod. The maxim of the saints wag that in performing
works of charity and kindness, we ought to consider, not
the person who receives” them, bunt Him for whose sake
thev are done. Nor let us be discouraged if we sometimes
frel repugnance; for an ounce of this solid and reasonable
love is of much greater value than any amount of that
tender and sensitive love whielh we share with animals
and which often deceives and betrays our reason.—St.
Francis <o Sales. '
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