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The “New Witness” on Ireland

Some among the many, of all pariies, who sincerely
" desire a decent Irish settlement ought to remonstrate with
those who, maintaining the profession of moederation, are
clearly casting about to find excuses for refusal. In one
case, at least, they were unfortunate in the excuse they
find. One paper argues that Sir James Craig cannot be
expected to accept the reversal of an Act of Parliament,
and that “Ulster’ naturally declines to trust de Valera
as fully as an Act of Parliament. The writer scems to
forget, in the queerest fashion, that an Aet of Parliament
was defied and destroyed entirely by the action of “Ulster.”’
It was not amended or reconsidered, it was torn tq picces
and tossed into the waste-paper hasket, solely nnder the
threat of armed rebellion by Ulster against the King. That
threat was the signal and the example of all other armed
rebellions that have sinee occurred in Ireland. To sugpgest
now that Sir James Craig is shocked with tho very thought
of tampering with the text of a statute is emough to make
an Orangeman laugh. Ifg one statute was destroved cn-
tirely out of defence te Belfast, surely anbther might be
modified out of consideration for Ireland-—and, England.
For it is England for which we are concerned in this
matter; and it will be wutterly intolerable if she is pre-
vented from cutting her way out of her tragic tangle ly
such a ridiculous wisp of red tape as this. -

Peace or Ruin

The truth is that the statements of Mr. de Valera so
far do not, most fortunately, challenge the real Iinglish
interests and stipulations at all. The real English in-

" terest to be defended is that of military and naval defence,
and the real question td be discussed is,whether any Parlia-
‘ment or Republic imperils it. But certainly Mr. de
Valera says nothing at present that can imperil it. EHe
demands Irish self-determinration, which is the anly pos-
sible object of creating any kind of Irvish sclf-goverament.
He expresses the idea of Irish unity by suggesting that
the same self-government should be given to the Northern
district of Ireland as is now given to it by England. We
can see nothing in this mere matter of order and fornd
that endangers the power of England, or that ought to
endanger the peace.of Ireland. Weo are concerned to pre-
tect the soil and status of England, not to protect the
sensibilities of Sir James Craig. There may hiave been a
eynical expediency in pretending to adore the Orange
- lodges of Belfast when thev were regarded as a bulwark
of our policy. It is simply suicidal sentimgntalism to keep
up the pretence if #ey have heecome a barrier te onr
policy. And our poliey must be peace with Ireland; the
alternative is not only crime and shame, but it is a
ruinous wastage of our power and prestige, which will
mean our sinking lower and lower in reputation and re-
sources, till we become the sort of -thing which the rest
of humanity tramplef®out without regret.
o
’ The Clegnness of Sinn Fein

Many effithets have been thrown at Sinn Fein but it
is important to note that never once has it heen suggested
tha} its leaders have been guilty of zecret diplomacy, place-
hunting, or the sacrifice of principle to party or finance.
The Dail Eireann and its officials have been elécted and
are governing in a demoeratic way which is an edueation
to the rest of the world. The best brains have Leen chosen
for the most important tasks, nor lave the Ministers
dared go beyond the limits imposed on them by the will
of the people who elected them. Thus we alwavs know
where to find them. Our own Government, on the other
hand, has appointed its officials by a system of shameless
co-option and corruption, has given office to incompegent
but wealthy fools, and has never asked the country what
meagures it desired to have passed into law, This Trish
Conference, then, certainly represents the will of the people
on the Irish side, but rot on ours. The Irish speakers are

" men of deep learning, extremely well versed in the art 6f°
open statesmanship; and imbued with a love of principle
they have risked their lives to deferd. Our self-appointed
spokesmen are politicians of the lowest type, anxious for
intrigue, ignorant’ beyond - words.
trouble will be that-of finance, higher principles of national

morality being lightly considered by our British cavaliers. -
i In that event Ireland’s case is being put forward by de

. Valera, a skilled mathematician, and Griffith; ome of the

It is said that the real’

* hitherto ‘accorded.

best statisticians” of Europe; ours by Lloyd George, a
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lawyer, and—mark him well—Sir Philip Sassoon, a Jewish
millionaire,

The Ulster Excuse )

Mr. George. is represcnted as having “fonght'’ his
Cabinet on behalf of AMr., do Valern. We are asked to
admire the passionate sincerity of the Premier in testing
the value of the Coalition support by an appeal for
justice to Ireland. We may take it that there has hbeen
trouble with seme of the Orange irreconcilables, of whom
Major Archer Shee is one of the mnst honest. The erux
of the matter, as Mr. Flugh Martin has already pointed
out, lies not in the attitide of TUlster towards Sinn Fein
but in the attitude eof the Cabinet towards Sinn Fein
outrages in Belfast have done very much to enlighten the
general public as to the renl canse of Irish <dissension.
Mr. George and his Press lhave persistently portrayed
Sinn Fein as refusing to make peace with the Qrange
Loyalists who in their turn have been described as patient
and long-enduring vietims. TIn the ultimate, if Belfast
is still recaleifrant, Mr. George will have to choose be-
tween concussing the Oranpge Lodges and losing his posi-
tion, for if peace, so clearly in sight, should again dis-
appear, the Premier will have te bear the full hrunt of
Tory disaffection bhacked up by popular fecling, Mr. de
Valera’s refusal to treat Sir James Craig out of Ireland
1s a wise piece of statesmanship. To meet him in London
would he to recognise the right of England to settle Irish
affairs, and the strengih of Sinn Tein’s position has always
been that difference between the Southern Trish and the
Belfast Unionists must be settled at home. It is of course
quite possible that, emulating the example of the late
Lord Chief Justice, Sir Edward Carson may vacate the
Bench for the platform and pay a flying visit to Belfast
to stiffen the Orangemen in the demand for a continuance
of the war. Wa doubt, however, if even Sir Edward’s
enmity ean shatter the hopes of an Irish peace. TFor In
the ultimate Mr. George must stand or fall with the resuls
of the negotiations, and if 1t comes to a choice hetween
the suppressien of Belfast and the loss of his salary, Bel-
fast will kick the heam.

George and Northeliffe

The bovcatt of the Times by the Foreign Office as
punishment for its eriticism of Mr. George and Lord
Curzon has demenstrated the scope of the Prime Minister’s
vanity in the most effective manner possible. That he
has fiot heen able to muszzle the Times by manipulation
of shares held by his supporters is a thern in Mr. George’s
side. Tle is pre-eminently provincial and has all the de-
sira for publicity characteristic of the type. Adulation
untinged by the faintest eriticism is what Mr, George
desives, and in his efforts to secure a servile and boot-
licking Press he has acquired through his supporters a
number of mewspapers which, previous to theif purchase,
were successful hoth from a iournalistic-‘ and a literary
point of view. Since they passed into the service of
the Prime Minister, however, their circulation has drop-
ped and their standard deteriorated. Both the Times and
the Deily News, however, have resisted Mr. George’s as-
pirations, and the soul of the‘b,little Welsh attorney has
become embittered at their independence. Unwittingly, he
revealed the deptlt of his annoyance when he stated that
the Times ““is still supposed in many circles abroad to
represent both  educated and offieinl opinion in this
country.” And in his rage that the ruth should be read
as to his unfitness to represent Great Britain at Washnig-
ton, he has behaved with the spitefulness of an cld maid
at a suburban tea-party. We do not for a moment accept
bis suggestion that he is not responsible for the boycott
of the Times.. Lord Curzon does not suffer from any
misapprehension as to his personal dignity, and, remem-
bering the solemnity with which he regards both himself
and his position, it seems uniikely he would emulate the
antics of a gutter urchin. It is an open secret in Fleet
Street that the Premier has brought every possible pressure

" .to bear upon the Times in relation: to its Irish policy.
It is & proof of his failure and of his pettiness that, un-

able to muzzle our contemporary, he has shaken a puny
fist in its face. ‘‘You shan’t come and play in my yard
if you are not food to me,’”’ says Mr. George, his fingers
to his nose. Meanwhile, we fail to discover any alteration
in the Times owing to the deprivation of the privileges -
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