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IRELAND
never fought a foe without usingfellMi the weapon of falsehood. We saw how

' iPlflh that saying was verified during the lastS 4 N var We saw how an English agent spent

the weapon of falsehood. We saw how
( Liat saying was verified during the last

war. We saw how an English agent spentin the United States millions of poundsbribing newspapers to do England’s propa-ganda work. And now we find that when

opinion is against Ireland, the papers
quoted to prove that falsehood are our old friends, so
often cited during the war to show, mar ’dearth, ’theAmerican opinion about Germany. Our own papersare as usual supporting might against right and exhibit-their customary incapacity to deal with arguments
based on moral, historical, and national grounds. As
was foretold by not only Irish but by English journal-ists, Lloyd George offered de Valera what he knew theIrish leader could not accept and then tried to use therefusal as a weapon against Sinn Fein. In his presentefforts he has all the ponderous, stupid assistance ourColonial pi ess can give him, and our local editors arevieing with each other in their pursuit of the coveted
0.8.E., or haply of a snug shelter on the shelves of
the Upper House. Their weapons are British, ofcourse. De Valera and all who support him are fan-atics. The utterances of the distinguished Irish
scholar are declared by local smoky rush-lights to be
vague and illogical. And the climax is reached by theDaily Times editor who moans helplessly that the Pre-
sident ignores the century-old Act of Union ! Do. not
smile at that. It is too pitiable for amusement. It
is indeed in keeping with the man’s entire attitudeconcerning Ireland that he should fall back for support
on a contract which Professor Dicey pronounced hope-lessly, vitiated by fraud, which Gladstone declared to bethe foulest thing done in the whole history of human-

But the foul thing and the vitiated thing are theDaily Times man’s last ditch when he wants to justifyEngland’s assertion of her right to interfere with an-other —with one of the small nations to whichEngland during the war pledged freedom.

■ . As we pointed out before, the fact that while theSouthern Unionists all met de. Valera and came to anagreement with him, before-he-went’to London, Sir

James Craig refused even to discuss matters, suggested
a suspicion that the. artificial Ulster was again being
used by English politicians for their own ends. An-
other suspicious circumstance was that in his first
letter to Lloyd George, who sought the conference, de
Valera made it quite plain that there was no reason
in going on unless England recognised two facts,
namely, that Ireland was one nation and that the
Irish people had the right to determine their own
affairs without outside interference. Her© are his
words to Lloyd George:

“Sir,—I have received your letter. I am in con-
sultation with such of the representatives of our nation
as are available. We most earnestly desire to help in
bringing about a lasting peace between the peoples of
these two islands, hut see no avenue by which it can he
reached if you deny Ireland’s essential unity and set
aside the principle of national self-determination.”

“Eamon de Valera.”
Lloyd George had before him that assurance of a

man, who unlike himself, was absolutely true to his
word; and he knew that, besides honor, loyalty to
Pearse and Connolly and MacDonough with whom de
Valera fought side by side in Easter Week would bind
Ireland’s spokesman not to barter the substance for
which these heroes died for a shadow offered by the
British Prime Minister whose pledged word no man
can trust. Knowing all this he offered what de Valera
could not take, and then with vain rhetoric endeavored
to persuade the world that he had acted honestly. His
reply to de Valera once more asserts that he offers
what he in reality withholds. His Welsh eloquence
cannot conceal the grim fact that he has tried to main-
tain the artificial division whereby a Catholic minority
are to be left at the mercy of that Orange majority
which for nearly a year has gone on murdering men
and women and burning their homes, apparently to the
complete satisfaction of the British Government; and
that in every period he claims the Prussian privilegeof exploiting Ireland in the selfish interests of England.Stripped of all its flowers and figures of speech that is
exactly what his reply comes to: in it he once morebreaks the pledge made to Ireland that she should be
free as Poland and Belgium are free; in it, too, hegives the lie to his own oratorical query: “Why’ didGod make small nations if he did not intend them tobe free?” He was on sure ground. He knew thatIreland had paid too high,., a price to surrender lightlyher rights. And, at once, all over the Empire thewhole machinery of the hireling press was set in mo-tion with the result that for days past we have hadour helpless Star man shrieking “fanatics,” and ourancient “Granny Times whining about the ignoringof the century-old and infamous Act of Union. On theother hand, notwithstanding cable lies and editoriallies, the Irish in the Dominion, in Australia, and inAmerica know that de Valera is true and loyal andabove reproach, and their hearts are more than everwith him to-day and in the days to come, be they darkor bright. He stands for right against might; hestands for justice against selfish despotism; he standstoo for all that Ireland owes to her brave and un-forgotten dead. And, God helping us, we are withhim to the end. )

Ireland s position is that she believes what Eng-land pretended to believe when England wanted toarouse humanity for the sake of small nations. Therecent conferences have been an admission that Irelandis a nation. A nation is essentially entitled to deter-
mine for herself her own affairs without outside selfishinterference: England admitted that when in danger.A nation that is governed in the interests of anothernation is not free. Lloyd George tries to pretend thatIreland is offered freedom while he insists that Englishinterests must decide Ireland’s destiny In otherwords, he contradicts himself, while he has an armyof hirelings in Dunedin and elsewhere to persuade'people that he is acting in a perfectly straightforwardmanner. His very threat of force ; to " be applied i^tbY
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