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ta take out clothing, Uriffiths answered that he only
meant tle clothing which we stoed in. One incident may
be mentioned. Amonpst the ebjects thus carried back to
the houss was & small bex containing silver and copper
change to the value of about £3. This box was subse-
guently handed to us, and then it contained only the cop-
pers. Another incident: T asked to be allowed to remove
a small barometer in the hall which had assowations with
my deceased father. Grifiths refused, saying: © What as-
socintions have wo but those of hatred?’

“ Cheerio, Mother”

“Before tlhe lwur was up my mother decided to go
away, as she could not hear to see our home hurning,  As
she was leaving she said to Capt. Thomas: T am leaving
my home for the last time, and 1 can say ihat I am os
innocent of this ambush or of any previous knowledge of
it as Our Holy Redeewer on the Cross.” He answered:
‘8o was Hickey un innocent man.’  Sergeant Hickey.
R.I.C., was taken prisoner during the ambush and was
executed somo hours later. When going down the avenue
- she had to pass some soldiers, and they jeeringly ealled
to ller“Ch(-eriu, mether,” and some of them wanted to
shoot the little dog that followed her.

The Orgy of Destruction

Ap four o'tleck the order to begin destruction was
given. All the soldiers, armed with hatchets, axes, Leavy
iron hammers, cte., were let loose on the house. My sister
and myself wished to go away, hut Tuarner stopped us and
ordere(ll us to wait to see the destruction carried out.
He placed two soldiers as guard with rifles to prevent our
leaving, and we three women—ourselves and the little
majd-servant—were alone with the soldiery during the
terrible scenes that followed. We were kept standing on
the grass in front of the louse, aud it is impossible o
imag-ino our feelings as we listened to the crashing and
cheers from within, Sometimes a large piece of broken
furniture or a hammer would come smashing through the
windows.

“Some of the soldiers put on our dresses and mas-
gueraded in front of us wearing them. One of them thax
attired came dancing up to us with o mandoline, and then
proceeded to smash it on the side of the motor-lorry.
Another placed my sister’s bear fur around lis neck, and
came up to us with sneering remarks. He then placed
the fur on the ground in front ol us and prececded o
hack it to plecrs with a hatchet.

“Lieut. Twmer came up to us several times jeeringly
asking: ¢ Whero are vour rebel friends now?' ete. At ane
time the same gentleman came up clese in front of us with
a rifle and procecded astentatiously to clean it |=l:1(-?ug
the clip of cartridges in front of us, and then reloading
it under our very eyes.

Common Christian Charity

“Tn conclusion the following points should he noted:---

(1) This destruction was carried cut as a penalty for
not having giver notice of an ambush. We knew nothing
of this ambush.

(2) The military implied thai woe had nursed wounded
in the house. This is false. None were hrought te us,
hut if thev had, whether Republicans or British, thes
would have leen tended equally, as this is a mere duty of
Christian charity.

(3) The military impled that Mr. had heen stay-
ing in the house. This is false: we had not seen him fov
years, ‘

(#) Before this penalty was inflicted, no form of triz]
and ne opportunity of answering possible charges was
afforded.

1 Lerehy certify that al' the above is absolutely true.

915721 “(Signed) ELIZABETH DUNLEA.

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR IRELAND LEAGUE
OF NEW ZEALAND

CONVENTION IN DUNEDIN. _

A Convention, having for object the advancement. of
Treland’s claims to he allowed to determine her own form
of government, was held, under the auspices of the Otago
(Provisional) Provincial Council of the Self-Determination
for Ireland League of New Zealand, in Dunedin, on Fri-
day, August 12. The president (Mr. T. J. Hussey) pre-
sided, and the following branches were directly repre-

sented: —Dusedin  Central (members of the Provisional
Couneil); Dunedin Sonth, Mre, J. T, Marlow; North-cast
Valley, Mr. Harris: Otautaw, Mre. T. A, Mouncy; Outram,
Allanton, and Holy Cross College, Reov. D). Silk: Riverton,
Orepuki, and To Wae Wae, Rev. IFather Buekley; Rox-
burgh and Millers Flat, Rev. 1, ('Neill Balfour, Mr, H.
McLaughlng; Middlemareh, M. W. 1. Mason; Mosgiel,
Messrs, Do O'Brien aud J. P, Walls: luvercargill, Mr.
P, Relly; Mitton, Mr. J. 7. Lyneh; Riversdale, Mr.
P Cody; Mataura, Mre. I, Cooney; Hyde, AMr. 1. O'Cen-
nell; Wrey's Bush, Mr. T.. Cody; Gore, Verv Rev. P.
O Donnell; Pers Chalmers, Mr. ¢ Connolly ;. Waikiwi and
Rakahouka, Very ey, J. O'Xeill: Lawrenee, Mr. M.
Faley; Oamaru, Mr. T. Coonex; Arrowtown, JMr. D.
Beard; St. Bathune, Mr. W. Remnv, The delegates ap-
peinted for Riversdale (Rev. W, Monaghan) and Hamp-
den (Mr. 3. Jovee) wrote apologising for their jnability
to bo present, AL the request of Alexandra and Queens-
town for the appointment of provies, Mre. 7' J. Byrne and
Mr. J. Robirson represented those heanches respectively.
Tho returns of hranch membership revealed the very gratis
fying fact that a large proportion of these onrolled are
ron-Catholies: one hranch showing 75 per cent. und an-
ather 50 per cent., the president of the latter being an
Loglishman and o Pretestant, In a brief address the
president welcomed the delegates, and trusted their de-
liberations on matters tending to assst Treland in her
present strugeles would prove helpful. It was very grati-
fving (ha said) to see representatives present from some
of the most distant districts of Otago and Seuthland,
This went to prove how deep was the svinpathy folt for
the Trish people, and how ardemt was the desire to seo
theiv legitimate adpirations [uily realised.  Mr. Hussey
expressed the hope that the present movement towards a
satisfactory settlement of the Irish question would prove
fruitful, but at the same time urged that there shenld be
no sluckening off in effort v the part of onr oreanisation.

At the meeting of May 5 the following provisional
conncil was set up and eonfirmed ap a mecting on Alay 8:
Patren, Right Rev. Dr. Whyte: president. Mre. T, J.
Hussey: hon. treasurer, Vers Rev, J. Calfey; committee,
Rev. Father Sille, Mesdaumes Baker, Jackeon, Coughlan,
Miss Duhiy, Messrs. Rhiel, Marlow, Robinson. durrow,
Whelan, and O'Neill: minute seerctary, Me, J. T, Wilson.
Sinee this date the ecouneil has, for varions rensons, lost
1ho services of some of its original members, and has been
fortunate in the addition of seversl valued helpers. The
council as at present constituted is a2 follows: Patron,
Right Rev. Dro Whyte; president, M. T J. Hussev;
hen. treasurer, Very Rev, JJ. Coffer, aciing-secrvetary, Mr.
Jood0 Wilson; committee, Rev, Father Sille, Mesdames
Baker and Jackson, Miss A, Dronnan, Messrs, (L A,
shicl, J. Robivsen, HW. dmrrow, J. O'Neill, 7. Wilson,
D, Whelan, A. G, Neill, P. Cinmins, . McStay, J. B,
Callan, aud Dr. Milligan,

The work of the provisional ecouneil was generally
eulogised, a special tribute to the splendid work accom-
plished by 3Mr. Hussey as president being paid by Rev.
Father Silk.  As the provisional council would, from the
date of the convention, eease to function, the formation
of a provincial council was prececded with by the election
of the following office-bearers: Patron, Risht Rev. Dr.
Whyte, Bishop of Dunedin: president, D, AMillizan; vice-
presidents, Messrs, IR}, MeStay and €. A, Shiel;
treasurer, Very Rev. Father Coffer: minute secretary,
Mr. J. J. Wikon: committtee, Mrs. M. A, Jackson, Miss
AL Brennan, Rev, Do 8ilk, Messts, J. T3 Callan. J. Robin-
son, . Alurrow, 1. Whelan, A, G, Neill, T. J. Hussey,
J.J. Marlow., From the above it will be noted that hoth
the new president and senior vice-president are non-Cath-
elics of marked ability who have taken x great interest in
the League's activities. Tt was unanimously decided to
recognise the ladies’ auxiliary as part of the Leapue.
Rev., Dr. Kelly and Messrs. J. B. Callan and . Murrow
were elected delegates to represent the Ojrngol T’rovincial
Council of the Dominion Counecil to he lield at Wellington,
a proviso heing adopted permitting delegates (if necessary)
the right to nominate substitutes. The convention adopted
a motion to the cffeet that a remit be sent #o the Do-
minion Council urging the formation of juvenile branches
of the League. |

A leary vote of thanks to the chairman closed the pro-
ceedings of a memorable and most successful gathering,
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