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Official Reprisals on Irishwomen
By the Officers and Gentlemen of the British Army

“Thero iz nothing the British Government feel more
seriously nbout than the unfortunate suflerings of innocent
persons and their property owing to the state of eivil war
in Ireland.”—Sir Hanar Greenwood in the House of Com-
mons, May 25, 1021,

The hypocritical cant of British statesmen who shed
tears in England over the outvages they order and corgan-
ise in Irecland is of a picee with the whole shameful policy
new in operation in this country. At the time when
prisals” were taken at the Lidding ol any eonstable who
chose 1o snggest them. the British Governmgnt pleaded
for a fair hearing for its norderers and in(‘(‘nﬁ

publicly condaned their acts.

come “official” and are ordered by military governors, in
whom Sir Hamar Greenwood has “iull confidence,” the
British press has talken for granted that the appailing ex-
cesses which accompanied carlicr sackings no longer oceur.
The statements we publish helow are a sufficient comment,
upen that view. The Tollowing points must he emphasised:

(a) The sufferers were in each case unprotected women,
the destruction of whose homes was ordered by military
governers  who that the residences were those of
women only; () The “reprisals™ were earried out by mem-
bers of the regular Brivish Avmyv, and it was under officers
of this Army that the st shameful indignities  were
heaped upon the defenceloss women: {¢) In the case of
Ballycoe House, two women nnder temporary arrest wore
pelted with rotten cges by British soldiers. The officers
permitted this and the ealy man present with the deceney
to protest was o private: (0 Tn both cuses overy little
dastardly refincment of ernelty likely to add to the pain of
the women whose homes were being destroved was commit-
ted by tha trooys iu the presence of their officers withoul
a word of rebuke from them.

And here is the final touch of Laseness in this Dase
drama. Capt. Thomas, who superintended the destruction
of Ballveoe Tlouse, and participated in the brotalitios of
the sceme, had been eaptured in the very amhnsh as a
result of which the Tionse was destroved, and, having heen
treated with the yespret due to his rank, was released
unhurt.  Tingland s sclemnly complaining of the licht
punishment infticted vpon war eriminals at Leipsig! Yier
ewn war eriminals, for more hlackgnardly acts, po scot {ree.
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The Destruction of Ballvcoe House

Statement of Miss Elizabeth Dunlea coneerning the
destruction of fer lome at Ballveoe House. Dungarvan,
Co. Waterford, by the Writish Military an
“Official Reprisal.”

“Note (1) An ambnush of the Crown forees took place
at Burgery. Dungirvan, abour 2 wom. on Mareh 19, 1921,
Of that ambush we kiew nothing beferehand. Tt did not
take place on the Ballveoc Road and was not visible from
Ballycoe. .

“Note (2) There lived in enr house only my motler,
my sister, myself, one maid and wne man-servant.

Preliminary Raid

“On Holy Thursday, March 24, about 6 a.m., wo were
awakened by the kuocking of » party of military, about
30 or 40 in chariwe of three officers. My sister theew on a
cloak and hurrvied down in bare feet to open the door.
At once an officer, vwhom T heliove to Te Lieut. Turner,
rushed upstairs, entered wy hedroom,, hrandishing a re-
volver, and ordered evervhody to leave the house. 1 lLad
hastily thrown on 2 cout, but when I wished to put an
more clething., this officer refused to leave the room, al-
though requested to do o, T eould enly pull en stockings
and slippers. Ho then followed me into miy mother's room
and ordered licr out. She was similarly elad. He then
went to the of the hiouse where the wnan-servant
slept and orderéd him, thourh undrvessed. on to onr stair-
way when we were coming down.

Forees as

wing

T returned to my room
to give the man time to put on his trousers, hut Lieut.
Turner rished in afier me and ordered me ont. - When we
Teached the pronnd flonr we found the raems already filled
with soldiery searching. As my sister had no SIIIO(_‘C. or
stockings on she vrefnsed to leave the honse, and so wn
were allowed to remain i the hall.  The search of the
house procecded. and during it Capt. Thonias asked my
sister the following questions:— ‘

(1) ‘How many wounded had you in the house after
the ambush?’ She answered that wo liad no wounded.

(2) * When did you last see——?' mentioning a certain
name. She answered: ‘ Two years ago in Dublin.’

(3) * When was last in Ballycoe?' She answered
" Three years ago.’

““The only suspicious objects found in the house were
a small piece of old ordinary household muslin, less than a
foot square, whieh Licut. Grifiths declared to be wound
dressing, and a Wolesy valise folding bath and small tent,
portion of the equipment of my brothers. who had both
served as chaplains during the Iate war. (Note: My bro-
thers did not live with us but in Dullin, about 130 miles
away'.)

Chaplains in the British Army

“These avticles wers being taken away in the lorry
whew my mother said to one of the soldiers that these
things belonged o her sons who had been in the army.
He said: * The Irish Army, 1 suppose?  She answered:
*No, in the British Army as chaplains.’ He asked: * Pro-
testant chaplains®  She said: * No. Catholic chaplains.’
He eaid: * We dou't trust these fellows: they are respons-
ible for all’ the ambushes.’  Subseguently au officer asked
my sister where her brothers were. “On the rn, 1 sup-

pose? hie saad. She said: ' No.o They are priests in
Dublin.’
“When Licut. Griffiths was searching the onthenses

Griflithis soon entered the
bleedingamd procecded to pmnmmage
staing of blood on the articles. This
s tmportant, becnuse 1o was subsegueatly said that hlood-
stained Dandages bad heen found.
ithe house.

“The fastener for the front lapels of my brother's
khaki greatcont was found.  Licut. Griffiths held it to
my sister’'s nose, asking what it smelt of. As she made no
*Bloed, blood: doesn’t simell ol hlood ¥
There was no blood on it. When the raid was ever, my
mother’s gold neck-chain with watel and silver sodality

weo hweard o smashine of olass,
with his hand

clothing, crel, leaving

house

These were the only
hlood-staing

answoer e said e 1

medat was missing. [ was subsequently reported that a

soldier was wearing 1t publiely in the town.  There wers
also missimg the servant-man’s overcoat, razor, ete.
The Destruction

“On the following day, Good Friday, Mareh 23, about
A pan., a party of seldiers, numbering about 30 or 60, in
clinrge of same ofticers, i.e., Capt. Thomas, Licut. Grifiths,
sl Licnt, Turner, aorived in mowor lorries with an ar-
mored ear mounting machime-zuns, The armored car was
statinned at the entranee vate: the lorries dashed up the
avene and the house surrounded. The Tiall door
vpen,  and Capt. accompanied  hy  Lieuts.
Criffiths and Turner and several soldiers, contronted us in
the hall.
Cameron,

Wils
WK Thomas,
They presented o docnment signed by General
which my  sister aloud. It ordered our
house to be conpletely destroved because we had net given
warning of an ambush on March 13, which ambush, it
sad, we must have known of heforehand, We were given
an hour to remove foodstudls, jewellery, and clothing, We
rardly knew what to take,
. Loot

“Alv mother first went to tuke o small painting of my
father (lead some 15 years). We were told wo could not
have 1t because it was a picture of Roger Casement. We
insisted tliat it was only my father, and after a consider-
able portion of the hour had heen spent in this wrangle,

read

we were allowerl to take it. When we went upstairs to
get other things we found the soldiers already 1n the rooms
searching {or loot. [ saw such things as boots, leggings,
ete., belonzing to my brethers being thrown through the
windows to those down helow. Repeatedly when wo took
up objects such as souvenirs, photos, ete., they were taken
out of our hands by the soldiery. We succecded in taking
out to the front some articles of clothing, but when I
wished to take some table-ware, Lieut. Griffiths prevented
me, saying that 1t was furniture. No trace of the smaller
ohjects of this kind, such as spoons, tongs, etc., could he
found subsequently, and they were presumably carried off
as loot. .
“When'the hour allotted was nearly up we found that
the clothing, etec., which we had carried out was\brougﬁ’lt .
hack into the house. I protested, alleging the permission
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