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own, and while he

"“Go Peter and feed the sacred fold” we,

Virgin and Mother, Queen of Heaven, and lastly the
supreme glory of the saints, the anpgels and the redeemed ;
to which the infernal abyss forms a terrible contrast, with
its angelic and human inhabitants forever damned ; and,
ez a middle world hetween heaven and hiell, the purgatory
of souls destined, after expiation, to supreme blessedness.

Defender of Dogma. £

“It is a wouder, the way in which, in all the three
canticles, he knows how to intertwine these and other
dogmag with sapient design. And if the progress of as-
tronomic sciences showed afterwards that his conception of
the world had no foundation, and that the spheres sup-
posed by the ancients did not exist, sinco the nature, the
number and the course of the stars and heavenly bodies
are gquite diffierent from what they thousht, the funda-
mental principle never failed, that tle universe, whichever
may be the order that sustains it in i{s parts, is work
of the ecreating and preserving action of God Almighty,
Who moves and rules everstiting, and wheose glory “shines
in one place more amd less vlsewhero '3 and this earth that
wo inhahit, although it is nat the centre of the universe,
as once it was believed, nevertheless was tho theatre of
the primitive happiness of our forcfathers, and witness
of the fatal fall as well as of the human redemption, ef-
fected by the passion and death of Jesns Christ.

““Thercfore, the DNdvine DPoet expliined  the three-
formed life of the souls imagined by him, so as to 3llus
trate, before the final udgement, the dammnation of the
wicked, tho purgation of the gond gpirits. as well ag the
eternal happiness of tho lilessed, with u hight that was
derived from the Faith.

“Thus among the truths illustrated by Alighierl in
the three books of his poem, as well as in his other works,
we believe there arc many that mav serve ag teaching to
the men of tho prosent time, That Christians owe the
greatest reverence to thoe Sacred Sceripinure and that they
must accepd what is contained in it,
firms when he writes that © although many are tho writers
of the divine word, e wha dictates is One—=God, who Las
designed to signify to us His pleasure by the pen of others.’
(De Monarchia TII, 4 Manificont expression of u great
truth!  Thus alse, when be afirms that the Old and the
New Testament, which are Breserthogd ever as the
Prophet savs, eondain spiritus teachings which trauscend
human reasen, tnparted by the Holy Ghost, who, throush
the Prophets and the snered writers, by Jesus (lhirist eo-
eternal Son of God, and by This disciples, revealed the
trath supernatural and neeessary to s, (Do Alonnrchia
IIT, 3, 16) And very Justly he savs regarding the future
life ‘he accepts for it the moest true doctrine of Christ,
which is Way, Truth, and Light; Wav, becauso through
it we go without hindrance to the happiness of that im-
mortality ; T‘ruth_. becanse *it does not suffer Qny error;
Light, becauso it illuminates us in the darkness of the
world’s ignorance.”’ (Convivio 1M, 99

“Bearcely less reverence does e show to those vener-
able principal councils at which no faithful Catholie doubts
that Christ was present: and he holds in great esteemn the
writings of the Daciors, of Angustine aud others, of whom,
he who doubts that they were assisted by the Woly Ghost,
never saw their fruits, or, if e saw them, never tasted of

Dante expressly af-

for

them. (Do Manarchia, 71T, 3).
Respect for the Church,
‘Tt is not eSSy

to reeall the consideration n
authority of the Catholie Churely,
el the power of tie Roman Pontiff,
as that on whicl every Inw and institutions of the Catholic
Church itself is founded, Henee the emphatic admanition
to Christians: * You have the old and the new Testament

and the Pastor of the (lhurel, who guides vou; let this be
enough for your salvation '

“‘He felt the evils of t!

which Aliglicri held the
and how he respect

e Church, as if they were his
deplored and execrated all rebellion
against cr Subreme Chicf, ho thus wrote to the Italian
Cardinals during the stay of the Popes in Avignon: < We

therefore, who confess the same Father and Son, the same

God and Man, the same Virgin and Mother; we for whom
it was said to him w

ho was thrice interragated on charfity :
who on Rome

it, of perfecting lis

(on that Rome, to which after the pomp of so many
triumphs, Christ with words and acts confirmed the empirs
of universe, and which Peter and Paul, the Apostles of
the peoples, consecrated with their own blood as apostolio
sec), are obliged with Jeremias, not complaining for the
future but for the present, to weep as on a widow and
derelict, we are sorely grieved in seeing her reduced in
such a condition, no less than in contemplating the de-
plorable sores of the heresies. (Epistle ITI).

“For him the Roman Church is the most pious
mother, the Bride of the Crucifix; and to Peter, the in-
tallible judge of revealed truth, the most perfect sulb-
mission is due on covery matter of faith and morality.
Therefere, although he belicves that the authority eof
imperor derives directly from God, he asserts, however,
that thiz truth must vot ho so strictly understood, that
the Rowan Prince bhe not subject in any thing to the
Roman Pontiff ; because this mortal felicity, is in a certain
way subordinate to the immortal felicity. (De Monarchia
IT, 16). Excellent, indeed, and wise principle, which,
1 it wero still observed as it ought to be, would certainly
bring to the States rich fruits of civil prosperity.

Man Battered by Fate,

“But, it will he said, he railed with insulting acri-
mony againsg the Sovereign Poutiffs of his time, 1t is
triues but against those who differed from him in Politics
and whom o helieved Lo he on the side of others who had
driven him out of his own country.  But cne must pity
o man, so battered hy fate, jf sometime, with ulcerated
mind, he hroke jnto invectives which execeded all limits,
ad the more so, as, to exasperate his anger, false state-
ments were artfuliy spread, as it offen happens, by political
adversuries, over inelined to interpret malignantiy every
happening.,  On the other side. who can deny that in those
times there was mueh to be blamed in the clergy, and o
spivit so deveted to the Church as Danic’s was, could not
but be disgusted; and we know that other men, eminent
for holiness, loudly repraved then,,

“But although in his viclent invectives he fell, rightly
or wrongly oun ccclesiastical personapges, he never failed
in the respect due to the Churel and in ¢ the reverence to
the Supreme Kevs’; whercfore in his political work, e
purposed to defend his own opinion with that obsequious-
ness that must be used by a son pious towards the mother,
plons towards Christ, pious towards thoe Church, pious to-
wards the Pastor, pious towards all those
Christian religion,
arcliun IT1, 3).

“Therefore, having based on these strong religions
principles ! the structure of lis poem, it is net to he
wondered if in it g treasnre of Catholic dovtrine is to he
found: that is to iy, not only the essence of philosophy
and of Christian tlieology, hut also the compendium of
the divine laws much must preside over the order and the
administration of the States; because Aligheri was not a
man, wha, in order to eularge "his ecountry or to gratify
tho princes, would assert that the State has the right of

denying justice and right, which he well knew o be tho
chief foundation of all civil nations,

wito profess the
for the protection of truth. . (Do Mon.

Poem that Made Converts.

“It s impossible, then, to express the intellectual
eljoyment procured by the study of the Supremo Poot;
but ng less is the advantage that the studens derives from
arlistie taste and kindling him with
zeal for virtue; with the condition, however, that he he
free from prejudices and open to the influence of truth.
And while the number of Catholic poets who unite utility
with pleasure is not small the singularity of Dante con-
sists in this, that delighting the reader with the wonder- -
ful variety of imagery, the brilliant, dazzle of colors, the
grundiosity of expression and of thoughts, he entices him
to the love of Christian wisdom; and nobody can forget
that he openly declared that he composed his poem, to give
everyond ‘vital nourishment.’ And, in fact we know,
that even recently, some men, not contrary, but far apart
from Jesus Christ, studying with love the Divine Comedy,
through the grace of God, began first to admire the truth
of the Cathelic Faith, and at the end threw themselveg
enthusiastically into the arms of the Church.
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