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organisation, as believe that he gave a personal gift
to President Wilson. Has Mr. Howard Elliott ever
heard of Mr. Wilson’s record as Governor of New Jer-
sey? No man, as your intelligent readeérs kunow full
well, has done more in one day to put down corruption
in polities than the ex-President. To suggest that he
could be bribed by the Pope is 2 public scandal of the
mest intolerable kind.

Mr. Elliott makes great play wilh an article
against the League of Nations written by a Mr. E. P.
Hewitt, K.C., an English barrister, whom he calls o
legal and coustitutional expert. I, too, am an English
barrister. For the last twelve years | have Deen in
and out of the Temple in Londen almost every dav,
and 1 never heard of Mf. K. P Hewitt™ Certainly,
to call him a legal and constitutional expert is to play
with “words, The Nwtional Feview, in  which the
article appeared, is the organ of the mest reactionary
and militaristic party (fortunately a very small party)
in England. T attach no weight to-any article on the
League of Nations coming from such a quarter. As
all Tawyers and jurists know, there is one oulstandiug
constitutional and legal expert in England to-day. I
mean Sir Frederick Pollock, K.C., whose writings and
opinions are regarded with deference all over the
world. 1 advise Mr, Iloward Elliott to read his book
on the Ieague of Nations. Let him study, ponder,
and reflect on one of Sir Frederick’s concluding sen-
tences: ““And if they’’ (ie., the people of England
dnd of the world) ‘are cast down by the failure of the
rovenant to satisfy the whole world at cnce, or to
realise in a few months the completion of tasks that
former generations did not find it possible even to be-
gin, let them take heart from the saving of Colbert,
a great French man of affaivs: ' J1 we fant jumais se
mettre dans Uesprit que ve que Ton foit est prfaif,
Meais AL fant towjours elereher a araneer por -
procher de fa perfeciion, gifon ne frouve jamais”

One other pemt. Mr. Elliott complains that T
disterted his meaning when I said that he denounced
the League of Natious because in it we shall sit check
by jow! with the representatives of Cathelic States.
Well, his exact words in this article are these: 1t is
a fact that the Vatican controls the leagne as al pre-
sent constituted, since of the 41 inembers 24 at least
are directly under the tutelage of the Papacy.” i
simply put these words before your readers, and ask
them: “Did T do Mr. Ellictt the smallest injustice
when I said what I did in my speech?”

There are many other misrepresentations in this
article which I could expose. But T am content to
submit myself to the judgment of the public. My,
Elliott is no doubt, as Mr. Knowles Kempton has sug-
gested, a sincere man. So was James T1. of England.
So was Philip TI. of Spain. But a man must have
other qualities besides sincerity before he can hecome
a safe guide or a real leader of public opinion. I7a
must be a candid and careful controversialist : he must
be broad-minded and statesmanlike in his utterance::
he must sift his facts and be large-hearted and under-
stand the point of view of his opppnents. Judged by
these and similar tests, Mr. Howatd Elliott fails, and
fails miserably.—I am, ete., -

—W. Hzxpersony PrINGLE.

The Unriversity of Otago, August 15.

- Cheap Reading Booksm__‘

During the present month we are offering the following
Books at cost price to Tablet readers: — Life of St. Francis

“Life of St. Franeis Xavier”: “St. Patrick’s Purga-
tory’’ (Shane Leslie); ‘‘Devation to the Sacred Heart”!
(Petrovits); “‘Salvation Outside the Chureh’ (Bainville) ;
“From the Land of Dreams”; “Jreland, France, and
Prussia™ {(Mitchel}; '“The Ways of War” (Kettle); *“‘Con-
stitutional History of Ireland” {MceNeill); “The Threshald
of Quiet”: “The Glamour of Dullin’; “Literature in
Treland”: ““An Impeached Nation (Right Rev. H. W,
Cleary, D.D.); *The Church in New Zealand”; “Aan’s
Great_Concern: The Management of Life” (Hull); “That
Arch—L;ar Froude” (Hull); “The Spanish Armada” {(Hull}.
‘ Prices on application to the Manager, N¥.Z, Tablet Co,
Dunedin. . k

DANTE ALIGHIER] CENTENARY

The followng is the text of the Encyclical letter on
Dante, addressed by the 1ope “‘te Our beloved soms, pro-
fessors and pupils of all Catholic Institutes of learning on
the oceasion of the sixth centenary of the death of Dante
Alighiert,”

“Beleved Sons: Greetings and Apostolic Benediction.

“Among the wmany and illustrious and talented men
who are the pride of the Catholic Faith and who, besides
in other fields, left particularly in that of literature and
art the mmortal fruits of their genius well deserving of
recocntion and civilisation, supreme arises
Bante Alighieri, of whose death the sixth centenary is
an the cve ol heing eclebrated.  His singular greatness
HeVer was put in so strong a lip:ht, as it is to-day when
not only Italyv, justly proud to have given hirth- to him,
but all civilised mations, by means of special committees
ol learned men, prepare themselves to solemnise his
memeory, so that lis sublime figure, the honor and glory
of lmumanity, may be cxalted by the whole world,

“We, therefore, in this universal concert of good men,
nist absolutely not fail to take part, but rather preside
over 1%, hecanse to the Church especially belongs the right
to call Alighieri her own.

“And ns, on the beginning of Qur Pontificate, in a
lotter direceted to the Archbishop of Ravenna, We made
Ourself the promoter of repairs to the temple near which -
the Poet’s remaing are resting, so now, almost as an in-
auguration of the.evele of the centenary festivities, Wao
have deemed it opportune to address Our word to you all,
beloved sons, who enliivate literature under the maternal
vicitanen of the Chureh to demonstrate even more clearly
the close unicn of Dante with this Chair of Peter, and how
the praises hestowed upon so distingnished a name, must
neeessarily in no small part, redeund to the honor of the
Cathalie Church.

“And first ol all, since the divine Poet, during his
whale life, professed and exemplified the Cathalic religion,
Weo may say that it is according to his wishes, that this
solemn commemoration be made, as it will be made, under
the anspices of veligion.  As it will end in St. Franeis in
Navenna, so let it hegin in Florence, in his beautiful San
Ginvanni, to whiclh. with intense nostalgia, the thoughts
of the exile went back in the last vears of his life when
he desired to he crowned poet of this city of his baptism.

by religion

Disciple of St. Thomas Aquinas.

“Taving in an age, which, collecting as an heritage
frean the ancients the most splendid fruits of doetrine
and of philoseplical and theological speculation, handed
them down to posterity with tho impression of the rigorous
schalastic wmethod, Dante, amidst the many currents of
thought, whichi even then were diffused among the learned,
heewme the disciple of that Prinee of Schools, so illus-
triong for the angelic temper of his intellect, St. Thomas
of Aguine. From him he drew almest all his philesophieal
and theological opinions, and while he neglected no branch
of human knowledge, he drank eaperly at the sources of
Holy Scripture and of the Fathers.

“ATaving thus learnt almost all the science of s time
and heing particularly nourished with Christian know-
ledue, when e prepared to write, he took from the very

" feld of religien the immense and vital theme which he

wanted to sing in verse. Tn this, if one must admire the
prodigions seope and acuteness of his intellect, one must.
alse reeppnise that he received from the divine Faith the
strong impulse of' inspiration, and that he could thus
embellish his immortal poem with many gems of revealed
truth, no less than with all the splendors of art. In fact,
his Comedy, which deservedly was called Divine, even in
its various syvmhbolic fictions and in the remembrances of
the lifo of mortuls on earth, has the sole object of glorify-
ing tho justice and the providence of God who rules the
world in time and in eternity, and chastises and rewards
the actions of individuals ard of human society.
“Therefore, in accordance with the divine revelation,
in this poem shines the majesty of God One and Triune,
the redemption of mankind effected by the Word of God
made Man, the immense mercy and liberality of Mary
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