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OUR ROMAN LETTER

(By ““Sranxovs.”)
—

It is just thirty-six years ago this month since Dr.
William J. Walsh came here to prepare for his consccra-
tion as Archbishop of Dublin. The function took place
on August 2, 1885, in the little church of St. Aguta dei
Goti attached to the Irish College. In last wonth's notes
from Rome I referred to Cardinal Mauning's opivions of
the infamous Jrrington episode in regurd to Dr. Walsh's
nomination to Dublin, and I gave some extracts frowm ile
Cardinal's letters in evidenco of his general views on
English intrigue at the Vatican. In #his conneetion it
seems a far ery from the name of Westminster's hrilliant
prelate to tho memory of the ebulliont spivit of the London
Tablet's fighting founder. Yot for all the apparent diifer-
ences between Frederick Lueas snd Honry BEdward Mann-
ing, analogics are not wanting in their Jives. Both wore
horn Euglishmen.  Both were converts to the Churel:
Munning from the torvism of the Fstablished Religion
Lucas from the non-conformity of the Sociely of Friends.
Both became militant Catholics; the lavman amid the dust
of the arena of journalism, the cleric in ihe confliets of
eeclesinstieal dispute.  Against carh of them there has
heen levelled the charge of Tanaticism.  But mene has
called in question the conrage of either man when face to
face with what he helieved to he n danger to the Churdl,
On this very subject of political intrigne st the Vatienn
Maanning had more than once visked 1he displeasure of
Leo XTIT. TIn an carlier pontificate, but on the selfsame
protest, Lueas, forty vears before, had called down on lLis
head Wiseman's episcopal rehnike.

What Lucas thousht of English intrizue st the Vati-
can is well-krown Irom one tamous ficzht of lhits erowded
life.  Tn an arvticke published in the Tonder Tablet in
August, 1848, just twe months atter the clevation of Pius
IX to the Papacy, he wrote the {ollowing prephetic words:
“An English Bmhassy wounld he the headquarters of Tonglish
and Protestant intrigues rather than of clerieal ones, T0
an Fnglish Catholic were the ambassador. a door wonld he
opened for all kinds of anti-Trish and anti-Catholic in-
fluence, aud every Chureh mensure of inmnortance that was
referred to Rome or made the suhicet of public discussion
here would he made also the subicct of dinlomatic mis
representation and underhand influence in the Hely City.
The same would he the case, though perhaps o a less
offensive degree, if the Ambassador were g
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Protestant.”
At the time these words were written Bishop Wiseman,
as he then was, had already come to Rowme on purely cecles-
iastical business for the English Vicars Apostolie, Au Ameri-
can priest with the Trish name of Counolly was at the same
time busily engaged here in trying to establish an TFuglish
Fmbassy in Rome, This reverend ventloman was o con-
vert. He had heen a parson. His wife had hecome o nun
on his reception of Holy Orders: it j= credibly
that afterwards, when lie lofp the Chureh, he claimed buck
the lady. Wiseman seems to have made the most of his
opportunities to second the American gentleman's offorts
for the preposed embassy. Tt was wot the first time {hat
Wiseman had discussed the matter with a Pape. As far
back as March 1835 ke had bad a conversation witl Pope
Gregory XVI on the same subject. The vesult of his con-
versations with the new Pope was rather morc satisfactory
to Wiseman, for he loft Rome jn a ey and rushed hack
to England in the hope of arriving in London hefore the
date fixed for Lord Minto's departure.  Minto was lather
in-law of the Prime Miunister, Lord John Russell,
a member of the Cabinet: he was going to Ttaly on a
roving diplomatic commission. Wiseman's hurried journey
homewards was not without a very definite resnlt.
consequence of his overtures to the Miujstr
was instructed to visit Rome ¢
the British Government.” The authentic organ of the
British Government played its sweet str
than three months. But the accredited argan-grinder really
effected very little. He was checked at every move hy
the then Rector of the Irish College, Dr. Clullen, afterward.s
Cardinal Cullen of Dublin. None the less tho history books
of the period felicitously describe his visit as haviiig done
much wuseful work in breaking down the barriers whieh
separated the British and the Papal Governments. In the

asserted

and was

.‘\S 0
v Lord Alinta
as an aceredited organ of

ains here for more

L3

end he felt himself able to state to lhis colleagues in the
Government that diplomatic relations with the Vatican
were feasible and that an cffort te establish them would
probably have the approval of ihe Pope. Wiseman's pour-
pariers iad apparently Leen crowned with sueccess, but the
futnre Cardinal had reckowed without the eclear-sighted
Lonesty of men like the brilliant editor of the Tablet.

As I puinted out last month, a Bill was soon intro-
duced in the British House of Commons to obtain the neces
sary legislative blessing for the proposed diplomatie ruy-
prochepeat. The Bill was received with great joy by the
Catholic Porivs of BEngland.  The Lamider, a Catholic re-
view edited in the interests of the couverts by one of their
uuntber, Mre. John Moore Capes. liad the following para-
sraph which well expresses the Dlessed feeling of thanks-
giving which warmed the heartx of the Catholie elect. It
is to be lound i the Rambler for Febrmury 19, 1848,

“UBitter for the tate of Furope was the day when the
Tast Nuneie left the shores of Britain.  Aceursed was that
delusion that separated for three conturies those whe had
heen true driends and brothers, wotwithstanding all the
contesis that had sprang up hetween Kings and Popes on
their respective privileges.  And right joviclly and thank-
fully shall we weleome the honr when we see the last of
that prepesterous remnant of davs of ernelty and 1enor-
anee which vow forbids the Queen of England to treat
with the ereatest Prinee of his ave.”

This is cortainly Stizeins in high life. Whatever may
Ive heen the bnadiante oceasion of the departure of the
inst Nuneio from the sbares of Britain, he cause of the
separation hefore the writer's mind was the marrving pro-
clivitivs of Henry VIFE Onlv an Eaglishman could eall
blufi King Val's amours by the delightful name delusion.
Faglish historvy is full of such instances of nnconscious
bumor. Deluston indeod'! As My, Deoley might say to
his Triend Hennessy, ‘fwas the poor women the dirty
blagard was deludhierin’.

Lucas, however, saw through the purpose of the Min-
istry. In the pages of the Tablet he declared war on the
measure.  He openly charzed the Government with the
expressed intention of striving to employ the spiritual in-
fuenee of the Holy See in Treland as an instrument of
British rvule, He was so warmly outtspoken as to state
that “to the army of spies and perjurers by whom what
thoy call lTaw in Ireland is to he upheld, is to be added,
thex hope, a great supplementary spy in Rome, whose
spiritual inffuence is to help out the thereugh performance
of that dirty work which native tools are unable to accom-
phish.™  This was strong language, with a vengennce. But
Lucas was an earnest man and, being English himself, he
kuew thoroushly the eentry he had to deal with., Tt was
saon apparvent that he had the great mass of the Catholic
pnitkic hehind Tvim.  The Trish Lishops also were wup in
arms srainst the preposal. Despite Wiseman's influence
even the Englisli Viears-Apostolic resolved to put up a
fircht.  Ted by the venerahle Bishop Briges some of them
goi in tonch with their Trish episcopal Trrethren. In the
event two episeopal deputations set ont, for Rome, one from
Treland aud the- oflier from England, to protest against
the proposed diplomatic innovation,
wmaking the welkin ring in Londan, He called a publie
Mmerting of Catholies against the Bill. It was leld on Mon-
dayv, March 20, 1848, at tho Freemasons' Hall.  Without
tha attraction of a single great name the hall was filled to
everflowing,  The c¢hairman of the meeting was Mr, W, J
Awherst, afterwards Father Amherst, 8.7,
resolution,

Moeanwhile Lucas was

The principal
the tefms of which T quoted in my last month's
notes from Rome, was proposed by Lineas and seconded by
tho Oxford convert, W, (. Ward. Ward was one of the
most militant of English Catholics. He was candid to a
fault and was deseribed jn later Tife by his friend Tennyson
as grotesquely fruthful, . The same epithet might, have been
tustly apolied to Lucas himself, Among the priests present
was Father Whitty, then a vonng man almost fresh from
Maynaoth and afterwards Wiseman's Viear-General. The
meeting was very enthusiastie, and Licas made a brilliant
specch. What was strangest of all at g meeting of Cath-
olics in TWngland-—the names of blue-blooded Catholics
like the Howards and the Talbots were preeted with hisses
and groans and derisive Laughter. Tt certainly looked as
if that meeting sounded the death-knell of the House-of-
Lords Catholic. But the end is not vet,

(To be concluded )

R JEVE'S FLUID Qo

N



