
His discretion in action was outshone only by his dis-
cretion in words. He has left behind him a series of vol-

' umes in which no useless word or is employed incarrying his meaning to his readers. No secret—and how
many there must have been locked away in that venerableheart— escaped his lips. No uncharitable word was
ever uttered in his conversations or in the interviews he
granted. He was by nature and training a naturally goodand upright man. From his parents and teachers he in-herited a simple piety and a profound faith in God and inHis Holy Church. His wisdom was full grown early inhis career, for, even as a young Bishop, it was evident
that the queenly virtue affected his whole character and
ordered all things sweetly in his life.

Wisdom he loved from his youth; her he sought andtook for his spouse and became a lover of her beauty, forit is she that teacheth the knowledge of the world, of men
' and of God, and is the chooser of all His works.” Wisdomtaught him temperance, and prudence, and justice, andfortitude. And in the words of Holy Writ, it was for Wis-dom’s sake that he had glory among the multitude, andhonor among the ancients, even though in years he was everyounger than his contemporaries. “By the means of her.”he might have said, “I shall have immortality, and shallleave behind me an everlasting memory to them that comeat er me. ’ There is much that is reminiscent of St. Francisce Sales m his life; and it was precisely in his imitationof the saintly Bishop of Geneva-and who shall say that itwas not a conscious following?— James Gibbons camenearest to his fellow-countrymen. He realised and hopreached, as St. Francis de Sales did, that the greatest

evi in any nation is discouragement. He was an incorrig-ible optimist, both secular and religious, and his messageswere always touched in living words of hope and courage.
e never failed to say the consoling thing to a friend introuble or in bereavement, or to the nation in time of crisis.Great nations have always lived on the verge of war. andis quieting influence with the highest and the lowliest atdoubtful moments during the past 50 years is now the best
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aH hIS civic Virtlles- As the years pass, hisspiritual lineaments will become even more distinct and—IT 7 the Call Came that separated him from

Father’ 1 rn *** affairs and bade him enter his“WrTte 8 IT6
A
r eteTal reward ’ a voice was heard saving:Write-Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord. Fromenceforth now, saith the Spirit, that they ma rest fromtheir labors; for their works follow them—opera enhnlUoiumsequunturjllos” He was the last of the 767 bishopsho attended the Vatican Council in 1870, and of the 75American bishops who sat in the ™ Plenary Council ofBaltimore in 1884. ' mcH or

old p
here is much of value in the original meaning of theold Roman word Pontiff, bridge-builder, who., applied toJames Gibbons and If''™''! Born 18years after Arel,bishop

Carroll” he
s death and two years after that of CharlesC troll, he was the bridge between Colonial and modernAmerica. A a boy, both in Baltimore and in Ireland hemust have conversed with those who had known the proto-shop of the Catholic Church in the United States andu , those also who had been familiar with the teachingof the early patriots-Washington, John Adams, Jeffersonscent his n
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"at,vc Cl‘-v "ore particularly eloquent of thepurest American patriotism. He imbibed from ArchbishopCarro” Ins sturdy allegiance to Rome as the dp,'ritual heade lurch, also his determination that Catholic life inthe new state should be kept free from foreign interfere,,
"

L?~wJeb"dged thß oentnry between theaea ism of Washington and the idealism of the present
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ere more than merely historic documents in the nation'srfe, and 1,6 had imbibed the. spirit of their creators an,

ca™ f*'!?*', The Americanism of James Gibbons'“tor oHb ‘""'"I SUrCCS ’ and he was ever the vindi-
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mistic prophets who predicted; that onrL"Sd

soon come to an end and that it was already in the throes
of dissolution. He had heard too often to be troubled by
it the cry of those who said that disaster was coming un-
less their favorite candidate were elected. He had beenlistening to these dire prognostications for over half acentury. Whenever occasion called for it, he stated strong-ly his belief in the stability and endurance of the Repub-lic, basing it chiefly on our unique and original doctrine of

' religious liberty. In his last public utterance (February19, 1921) he said:
*

"As the years go by I am more than ever convincedthat the Constitution of the United States is the greatestinstrument of government that ever issued from the handof man. . . For the first time in the history'of man-
kind religious liberty was here secured to all men as aright. . . No one knows better than mvself what a lineof demarcation and separation religion can cut in thiscountry from ocean to ocean, and no one has been moreeager and earnest in his effort to keep down and repressreligious distinction. I fear no enemy from without. Theenemy I fear is he who, forgetting human nature and thehistory of Europe, would raise the question of another'sreligious belief, and introduce strife and discord into thelite of our country. . . Fortunately our common lawprotects every American in his religious belief, as it pro-tects him in his civil rights, so that whatever offences maybe occasionally committed here in this respect are localand temporary, and are universally regarded as un-Ameri-can and are for this reason short-lived. The great wrongswinch men have suffered elsewhere in respect of religionare here unthinkable. . ."

He often repeated in his public utterances the phrase:A land where we have authority without despotism andliberty without license." His pure and original Ameri-
canism was above party and above partisanship. Born inan era which saw the full-flowering of Washington's idealof our foreign relations-friendship with all: alliance withnone-he died at the outset of a threatened lapse from thissaving conviction. I would not say that he regretted thechange he saw in a certain recent trend of American poli-tical thought, but he belonged to an older school of states-men and he died in the persuasion that so far the tradi-tional policy of his country had been its strongest asset.
A,™ nlTS SaW the P<lSsing of tho Breat leaders ofAmerican Catholicism. Archbishop Carroll was a memorythough a potent one, when James Gibbons saw the lightin Baltimore on July 23, 1834 Archbishop Hughes andthe two Kendncks, Martin John Spalding and PatrickJo n.Ryan, John Joseph Williams and Patrick Riordan,John Ireland John Lancaster Spalding, and John JosephKeane-all these he watched pass into the shadows, whilehis own life went on, seemingly secure against every attackip

h* 7r,m reaP!r - Ue,ftn™ed a Catholic growth withinthe nations borders, seldom granted to a patriarch of hispeople except to great figures like Patrick of Ireland,Boniface of Germany, or Cyril and Methodius of the Slavs.And though his heart beat constantly with rejoicing forthat growth it was with no narrow or selfish satisfaction.
Wo J-' - e Wl"° te in 1889'

"rests on broader Sounds.ll rejoice for our . country's sake, firmly believing thatthe progress of Christian faith will contribute-to the sta-bility and perpetuity of the government . to pro-claim loyalty an a government like ours is, as it" ought toPreach T,'? t*™1
'

™ as a to an whopreach the Gospel." He saw the rise and explosion ofdomestic controversies, was meek and pacific amid theorg" nHif llit 0 r SUCh COntenti°"S f°» andforgiven His was the last voice of the older American
eof "allT hV, al°ft ' fair M -blemished, inspite of all turmoils, the traditional light which guidedthe great prelates of the past in their relations with oneanother, with the national government, and with the Holybee. It was m no small measure his charity and gentle-ness, his firmness and foresight, which precluded disunionat every stage of our progress; and no one who knows thepast 50 years will deny that there were serious Hersabroad in the land during that period. His reconstructionwork after the Civil , War is the least C«Sachievements, but it stands out as part of his best effnStoward the assimilation of Catholic doctr£M j£American conditions. Through him, during all these yearsour Hierarchy spoke habitually and \ unanimou^fsss
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