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H:is discretion in action was ocutshone only by his dis-
cretion in words. He has left behind him a series of m-l-
umes in which uo useless word or phrase is employed in
carrying his meaning to his readers. No seeret—and Low
many there must have heen lacked away in that venerable
heart-—ever escaped his lips.  No uncharitable word was
ever uttered in his conversations or in the interviews he
granted. He was by nature and training a naturally gqnd
and upright man. From his parents and teachers he in-
herited a simple piety and a profound faith in Cod and in
His Holy Church. His wisdom was full grown early in
his carcer, for, cven us a young Bishop, it was evident
that the queenly virtue affocted his whole chavacter and
ordered all things swectly in his Tife.

Wisdom he loved from his vouth: her he sounght and
took for his spouse and hecame n lover of her Deauty, for
“it is she that teacheth the knowledge of the world, of men
and of God, and is the chooser of all His works.”  Wisdom
taught him temperance, and pradence, and Tustice, and
fortitude.  And in the words of Holy Writ, it was for Wis-
dom’s sake that he had glory among the multitude, and
honor among e ancients, oven though in years he was over
younger than his contemporaries. By the means of her,™
he might have said, “I shall have immortality, and shall
leave behind me an everlasting meniory to them that come
after me.”  There is mueh that js reminizcent of 8t. Prancis
de Sales in his life; and it was precisely in his imitatien
of the saintly Bishop of Geneva—and who shall say that it
was not a conscions following *—that James Gibbons came
nearest to his feilow-countrymen, e
preached, as St. Fruncis de Salos did,
evil in any nation’js discouragenent,

realised and e
that the greatest
He was an jncorriz-
thle optimist, hotlh sccular and religious, and his NeSRALCS
were always couclied in living words of hope and cotrago.
He never failed to 5a¥ the consoling thing to a friend in
trouble or in bereavement, or ta the nation in time of erisis.
Great nations have always lived on the verge of war, and
his quieting influence with the highest and the lowliest st
doubtful moments during the past
recognised of all his civie virtuoes.,
spiritual lineaments will become even more distinet ane
impressive. When the enil came that separated Lim from
the world of men and affairs and bade him entor Jhis
Father’s house for eternal reward, 2 voice was heard saxing
“Write—Blessed are the dead, wha die in the Lopd,
henceforth now, saith the Spirit, that they mayv rest from
their labors; for their works foljow them—apern  euiim
Wlorum sequuntu villos.” He was the last of the 767 hishops
who attended the Vatjcan Council in 1870, and of the 73
American bishops who sat in the Third Plenary Conneil of
Baltimore in 1884,

There is much of value in the original neaning of the
old Roman word Pontiff, hridge-builder, whoen appliod 1o
James Gibbons and hisworls. Born 18 years after A rebbishep
John Carroll’s death, and two vears after that of Charles
Carroll, he was the bridge hetween colonia]l and
America. As a hov, hoth in Balthmoroe and in Ire
must have conversed with

A0 wvears is now the hest
As the years pass, his

T'rom

modern
land, he
those whe had known the proto-
bishop of the Catholie Churcli in the Tnited States, and
with those alse wlo had heen familiar with the teachings
of the early pat1'iots—-m“'nshiugton. Jolin Adams, Jeffersan,
Franklin, and Charles Carroll. The VeI'Yy monuments s
scenes of his native city were patticularly eloquent of the
purest Ameriean patriotism. He imhibed from Archbishop
Carroll his sturdy allegiance to Rome as the dpiritual hoad
of the Church, also his determination that Catholie life in
the new state should De kept fro

¢ from foreign interference
or dominance.

He hridged over the century hetwe
idealism of Washington and the idealism of the present,
for he liad lived in those robust times when the Declaration
of Tndependence and the Constitution of the United St
were more than merely historic documents in the nation’s
life, and he had imbibed the spirit of their cre
their first prophets.
came from the purest sources,

cator of the principles contained in these two immortal
papers. The last pages from Lis pen were devoted to- the
defence of the Constitution. It jg this early Ameriean
spirit which speaks to us in his fine sermon Vil the 4m-
erican Republic Endyre?

; He never held with the pessi-
~mistic prophets who predicted that gur Government would

en the

ates
ators and

and he was ever the vindi-

The Americanism of James Gibhong

soon come to an end and that it was already in the throes
of dissolution. He had heard too often to be troubled by
it the cry of those who said that disnster was coming un-
less their favorite candidate were clected. He had been
listening to these dire Jrrognostications for over half a
century,  Whenever oecasion ealled fop it, he stated strong-
Iy his beliel in the stability aud endurance of the Repub-
lic, hasing it chiefly on pur unigqne and original docirine of
refigions liherty, In s Iast pithlie nttorance (Fobl'uaryl
19, 1921) he said: . )
“As the years uo hy T am more than cver convineed
that the Coustitution of the United States i the greatest
instrument of government that ever issned tfrem the hand
of man. For the first thne in ihe history ‘of man-
kind religions liherty was liere secured to all men as &
right. . . Na one knows hetter than myself what a line
of demareation aud separation religion can eut in this
counlry From ocean to ocean, and no ane has heen wore
eager and earnest in his ofort to keep down and repress
religions distinction. I fear no ciemy from without., The
enemy I foar is he who, forgetting human nature and the
history of Kurope, weuld vajse the question of another’s .
religious heliof, and introduce strife and discord into the
life of our CONnLry. Fartonately our common law
protects every American in his refigions beliof, as it pro-
tects him in his civil richts. so t1

1wt whatever offonces may
be aceasionally

committed here jn this respeet are local
and temporary, and are universallv regarded as un-Ameri-
can and are lor this reason shoridived,
which wmen have suffered clsevwhere in
are lere unthinkahle, |

The great wrongs
respeet of religion

e atten repeated in his public utterances the phrase :
“A Iand where we have aunthority withont

despotism and
liberty  withont liconse. ™

His pure and original Ameri-
canism was ahove party and above partisanghip.  Born in
an era which saw the full-flowering of Washington’s ideal
of vur foreien relations—friendship with all: alliance with
nene—he died at the outset of o threatened 1

apse from this
saving conviction,

I would nat sax that he regretied the
change hie saw in a cortain recert trend of American fpoli-
tical thonght, hut he belonged to an older school of states-
men. and he died in the poersuasion that so far the tradi-
tional policy of his comntry had hoen its strongest asset,
His Inter vears saw the passing of the great leaders of
American Catholicism, Archbishop Carvoll wus a memory
thoueh a2 potent one. when James Gibbons saw the light
i Badtimore, on July 23, 1331 Archbishop HMughes and
the two Kendricks, Martin Johu Spalding  and  Patrick
John, Ryvan, Joln Joseph Williams sad Datrick Riordan,
Johm Teeland. John Lianeaster Spalding. and Jehn Joseph
Keanc-—all these he watched pass into the shadows, while
his own life went on, secmingly seclire against every attack
of the grin reaper. He witnessed a Catholic erowth within
the nation’s horders, coldom granted to a patriarch of his
people, oxeept to great ficures tike Patrick of Ireland,
Bonifaca of Germany, or Cyril and Methodius of the Slays.
‘And thongh his heart heat constantly with rejoicing for
that growth, it was with no narrow or selfish satisfaction.
“Our jov,” he wrote in 1889, “rests on broader grounds.
We rejoice for aur conntry's sake, firmly helieving that
the progress of Christian fajth will contribute- to the sta-
bility and perpetuity of the government
clam lovalty an o overnment like anes s,
he.a spontancons act of Iove, as well as ¢ duty to all who
preach the Gospel.” He saw the rist and explosion of
domestic controversies, was meck and pacific amid the
contestants, and lived to see sucl contentions forgetten and
forgiven. His was the last voice of the older American
Hierarchy, and he held aloft, fair and unblemished, in
spite of afl turmoils. the traditional light which guided
the great prelates of the past in their relations with one
another, with the national government, and with the Holy
See. Tt was in no small measure his charity and gentle-
ness, his firmness and foresight, which precluded disunion
at every stage of our progress; and no one who knows the
past 50 years will denv that there were serious dangers
abroad in the land during that period. His reconstruction
work after the Civil War is the least known of gal his
achievements, but it stands out as part of his best efforts
toward the assimilation of Catholic doetrine to modern
American conditions. Through him, during all these years,
our Hierarchy spoke habitually and unanimously to tha

to pro-
. a8 it ought to
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