
sovereigns even, but for *a night's rations of whisky. Stay,Dawley, I know you won't abuse my confidence any more
than make my coat a misfit, though we are enemies—-
honorable enemies. There is one of these rascal's below.
Just step behind that screen, and you will hear for your-self." J

Mr. Harman rang the bell, and Quish plantigraded
into the room like an elephant that had playfully deprived
one of the public of a hairy cap. "Well, fellow," said theagent, severely, "you've spent that last half-sovereign-
gone into Moll Carty's till—poured down your own thirstygullet, eh?"

The elephant intimated by a heavy double-shuffle of
its kind hooves, and certain vague noises in the gullet inquestion, that the agent was impregnable in his facts.

"Precious bad value you gave the Government for itsmoney—for you know well, sir, it's the money of the publicand not mine that you are soaking yourself in whisky with.You'll have to look sharp, sir, and let us know more of thisinfernal conspiracy, or I'll hand you over to public justiceand make an example of you—do you hear?"
"I'll do my best, zurr," said Quish, who essayed thesmallest effort of eloquence with as painful a wrestling ofthe spirit as the orator Flood when he used to rise for oneof his great efforts.
"Well, what have been the American Captain's move-ments since you last reported?"
"Twenty-three brace on Thursday, and two blackcock."Ihis was the one topic in the world on which his tonguewas not clogged with triple chains. "Friday, a parcel ofboys scared the birds, drat 'em !-only a few brace and anodd snipe."
The agent frowned angrily. "Don't put me off withYour infernal dogboy humbug," he said, menacingly. "Youknow very well what I mean-any drilling ?-any strangersm square-toed boots ?-any meeting of Centres at the Castle,

"Lots, zurr," said the monster, looking roguishly withone eye and truculently with the other. "Hid in the \ser-vathry an hurd it all. Seems there's a change from theBay-ships are to come round to Kenmare-some big fellowspected next week that'll settle it all. Quish will keep aneye. Half a sov, zurr,' belched the animal, panting afterso much violent word-vomiting.
"Vague and incoherent, as usual, I wish your earwas more serviceable an your mouth, or, better still,
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rUsh t]le mud out of whatever answers you fora noddle, said the agent contemptuously. "Well there'sthe money, and mind you report the instant this strangersets foot in the district; or-listen !-so sure as you'll neverWian', angman
+
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Kicked him downstairs with such good grace,That D. thought he was kicking him up.
Perhaps it was the draughty, stony-faced staircasethat

did it, but the suppplies of cheerful warmth the agent took
in at the study-grate were exhausted before he had mountedto his wife's room; for it seemed to be a gust of cold airthat entered the darkened sick-room with him and blewinto the drawn, livid, peevish face fastened, as in someslow, torturing apparatus, upon the pillows of the vastgloomy bed. Hans Harman, however, regaled the invalidwith a cheerful smile and a hand that, so to say, presentedthe smile on a silver salver, as he said: "And how are youto-day, my dear?"-looking then for an answer to MissDeborah as if the sufferer had nothing further to do withit, but had bequeathed her views on such matters to hersister-in-law, as sole depository and Authorised Versionthereof "No worse," was the laconic reply of Miss Deb-orah, who was standing sturdily over the pinched whiteface, with the open Bible on the one hand, and a bowlof some nauseous homoeopathic mess, which she pridedherself on brewing herself, on the other-a sainted she-dragon flapping darkly around the dismal bed-a HolyInquisitor demanding incessantly of a patient "put to thequestion what further the most unreasonable of suffererscould desire than a dark chamber, a bed as pompous as ahearse, medicinal draughts of choicest colocynth, the HolyScriptures and a woman of inflexible virtue to administerthese good things m their wholesome season. Mr. Harmanwas a dutiful husband; but, having cheered his wife withhi customary duti ul visit, and, being a man who livedlaborious days public duty compelled him and the gust ofDeborah' to take their departure, carrying with them Miss
™ I! I"'!5
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The next order of the day was the Mill at Greenane,where the indefatigable agent descended as from a chariot of
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"Come, Eohan, confound it, you mt n„t ,* „Phrey hear that," laughed the agent. 1"1"t?"^
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