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FAITH OF OUR . FATHERS

.

[A WeegLy InstrRuction ror Youne anp Oip.]

GOD AND HIS ATTRIBUTIES.

1. The Catholic doctrine concerning the divine nature
and attributes is contained in the following points:—

There is one God, the Creator of leaven and ecarth.
God is infinitely perfect. He possesses in ],-limself,.a_ccurfl-
ing to our conception, all perfections, all good qualities, in
an infinite degree. His nature is the plenitude, the ocean
of all that is good and perfect in being, in life, in goodness
in beauty, in wisdom, and in all good things; or rather,
He is essentially being, life, truth, heauty goodness itsclt.
A good thing may cease to he good, but goodness must
always be good, because goodness is its cssenee, nof its
quality.

2. These perfections, separately considered, are ealled
essentinl attributes or propertics, with which we conceive
the divine nature adeorned, as the sun is aderned with dts
light.
tributes, or those which produce no action; operative, and
moral.®

They are divided into three classes: quicscent at-

First Article: Quicscent Altvibuices.

3. The quiescent atéributes are wnity, simplicity, in-
finity, eternity, immensity. and  immuatability. Unity :
there is only one God, who ocenpies the highest place of
the imunense seale of beines as the soprome, the nnereaied
cause of all things, winl  all
creatures.  The characler of oneness or unity iy cscentinl
ta the divine nature. Were it not so, God would o longer
he the Siupreme Being.

infinitely  ahove the world

4. The unity of nature in the divinite ix not ineom-
patible with the plarality of
the following clhinpter.

3. The simplicity of the divine nature excludes all the
imperfections of thuat which is material and compound. God
is & pure spirit, whose poerfections are uat. like the facul-
ties of our souls, really distinet from cach other. The only
distinctions in Goed are those which we onrselves create, in
arder to render Him more comprehensilile to our minds.

6. The infinity of the divine nature. or its infinite per-
fection, comsists in the union and plenitude of eVOry pers
fection in God. Those which are ealled pire, sueh as know-
ledge, He possesses formally, and in themselves; bt not
so those which are mixed up with imperfoctions. seh as
reason, which requires comparison and deduetion belore it
can understand.  God does not possess these Tatter in theme
selves, but they form part of others higher and hetter, which
eminently or virtuallv containg them much in Lhe siune wav
as a gold coin containg o silver one, and us ihe geniug of
the artist contains ithe work it can produee, So the in-
finite knowledge of God eminently comprises the perfection
of reason.

7. God’s eternity excludes from Him the possibility of
beginning, end, or succession. Whilst creatures are per-
petually passing with the ceascless succession of time, God
reigns in an eternal present, like o wotionless centre in
the midst of a circle moving around it. Tine 1s a successive
duration, but eternity may be ealled = gimultaneons dura-
tion; it is the fulnesss of duration which God possesses with-
out succession, as immensity is the fultiess of plenitude of
space, wlhich He fills without movement or progression,
Time is not a part, but, as it were, a shadow of eternity,
or, according to the well-known phrase, a changeful image
of a changeless eternity.

8. The immensity of God is, as it were, the diffusion
of this simplicity. By it the divine nature of necessity in
its fulness pervades all space. Tt is, as a learmed philosa-
pher has wisely said, a wonderful sphere, the centre of
which is everywhere and the circumference nowhere.  OFf
this we have an imapge, thouglh very imperfect one, in
the human soul, which is so subtly spread over all our

persons. as we shall see in

* All these attributes are absolute, common to the
Three Divine Persons; they must not he confounded with
those that are termed relative attributes-—as paternity,
filiation, etc., which are personal to one or other of the
three different Persons of the Blessed Trinity.

being that it exists entire in the whole body, and entire also
in every individual meniher thereof.

The immensity of God produces His substantial omni-
presence. God is preseni everywhere in His entirety, with-
out, however, equaliy manifesting His presence everywhere:
for this reason, we say that He is in a special manner
present in His temples and in heaven, becanse’ He there
displays His divine attributes in a more striking manner.

9. His immutability. God is immutable in Himself,
and exempt from all change or vieissitude, It is true that
in His relation with vs He may secm to change, and show
Himself sometimes propitious, sometimes angry; but these
variations -proceed from the ercalure, who places himself
cither under the influence of God's love or justice.

Second Article: Operative Atiributes.

1. The operative attributes of God, or the principle
of s external works in which man participates, are His
larowledge, Will, and power.

11. (1) Knowledge, to which God’s seience and wisdom
Lelong, is Mis knowledge or c¢lear and intuitive view of all
things. 1t is ealled the omniscience of God.

God wsees all things. Past and future as well as the
present : that which takes place in open day as well as in
most seeret intrigiues and the wost hidden thoughts,—all
ix clear and unveiled to His sight. e sces things without
veil ov shadow, sueb as ithey are in themselves: nothing
conld he unkunown 1o God, nor conld anything deceive Him.

His knowledue of futurity does not, however, restrict
the liberty of man.  He sees in 1he future ns wo see in the
distanee.  He sees in fulurite {hose whe wilfully damn
thewselves, as we should see lromi afar a wretched snicide
cast himsell over the hrink of a precipice.  God’s knowing
interferes no wore with Uhe liherty of 1he act than does our
seeing,

(2) The will of God is a free, acdive laculty like the
human will. whicli s its image: hut the image differs from
the great original hecanse this latter is infinitely perfect,

The will of God, thengl in itsclf single and simple, is
called hy different names, according to the ohject it affects;
thus there is the will of sivn, and 1he will of good pleasure.
Fhe will of sign, which may also bho cablled the will of rule
or direetion. is that whieh dictates precepts and counsels,

The permissive or officacions will, which causes things,
or allows them. to happen, is called the will of gaod pleasure.

The will of God i= ever directed by His infinite wisdom.
Lt s holy, free, and all-powerfnl,

(3 The power of CGad s infinite: it is called omni-
potences by it nothing is impossible to Cof, oxrepting that
which implies crrov or contradiction.  He ereated the uni-
verse by oa oward: and 1le eould, in like manner, ecreate
thonsands of other worlds, 10 preserves the existence of
creatures, and could annihilate cverything hy one single
act of his divine will.  Nothing ean vesist Him. Tn a
moment he could eppose the progress of all the kings’
armies, confound 811 luman wisdomw, defeat all the artifices
of the wicked, disconcert all the plans and all the efforts
ol the powers of heaven aud carth. He can restore life to
the 'dead, strengthen the weak, envich the poor and the
indigent. FEvervthing is cqually casy to Him, both in the
order of natare and of grace. He exerts Hisg power as He
chooses: that is to say, with perfect liherty,

hut always
according to the views of wisdom and

infinite sancticy.

Few can utter words of wisdom, but
speak kind words is offered to cveryone, and
Lelpful.—Spalding,
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