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capitulated Catholics; nay, possibly to consolidate the
country by a comparatively conciliatory, just, aud
generous policy; which was, they contonded, menn-
strous. Tt quickly ocurred to them, however. that as
they were sure to be a strong majority in the parlia-
ment, they could take into their own hands the work
of “‘reconstruction,” when they might treely wreal
their will on the vanquished, and laugh te seorn ali
treaty faith.

There was some danger of obstruction from the
poweriul Catholic minority entitled to sit in both
houses of parliament: but. for this danger the dom-
inant faction found a specific. By an unconstitutional
straining of the theory that cach house was judge of
the qualification of its members, they framed  test
caths to exclude the minority. In utter viclation of
the treaty of Limerick—a clause in which, ax we have
seen, covenanted that no oath should be required of
a Catholic other than the oath of allegianco therein
set out—the parliamentary nrjority framed a test oath
explicitly denying and dencuncing the doctrines of
transubstantiation, inveeation of salils, and the saweri-
fice of the DMass, as “damuable and jdolatrons.” Of
course the Catholic peers and  commoners relived
rather than take tlese tests, and the Wiy wiax Now
clear for the bloody work of persecution.’

In the so-called * Catholic parliament "-— tha
parliament which assembled in Dublin in 1690, and
which was opened by King James in person—the
Catholics greatly preponderated (in just such pro-
portion as the population was Catholic or Protestant)
vet no attempt was made by that majority to trample
down or exclude the minority.  Nay. the Protestant
prelates all took their seats in the peers’ Chamber,
and debated and divided as stoutly as ever through-
out the session, while not a Catholic prelate sat in
that “Catholic parliament” at all. Tt was the Cath-
olics’ day of power, and they used i genercusly,
magnanimously, noblv. Sustainment of the king, sup-
pression of rebellion, were the all-pervading  senti-
ments.  Tolerance of all crecds—freedum of cousesenes
for Protestant and for Catholic—were the waichwords
m that “Catholic parliament '

And now, how was all this requited ? Alas! We
have just seen how! Well might the Catholic in that
hour exclaim in the language used for him by My,
de Vere in his poem : - )

We, too, had our day—it was briel: it is ended—
When a king dwelt among us, no strange king hut
ours; .
When the shout of o people delivered ascended.
And shook the broad bauuer that hung on s
tow’rs,
Wo saw it like trees in a summer lneeze shiver,
‘ We read the gold legend that hiazoned it pler
‘To-day —now or never! To-day and for ever!”
O God! have we seen i, 1o see il no moere?

How fared it that season,
In that spring of our
you ?
Did we trample your faitli?
asters ?
We restored but his ownt 1o the jeal
Ye had fallen! "Tw
But against y
rawn :
In the war-field ma met ;
Stood up mid the

aur tords and anr niasters,
freedom, liow fared it with

Did we mack vour is-

and the true.
45 a season of {empest jpd troubles,
o we drew not the kuife ye had

bt your prelates and nobles
senato in ermine wnd lawn !

It was even so 1ndeed, Whai a con-
t‘,rasp! Strangers to evervy sentiment, of magnanimity,
Justice, or compassion, the vietorioys majerity went, al,
the warle of proseription wholesale. The king, through
Lord Justice Sydney, offered some  resistance: buf
by refusing to vote him adequate supplies, they soon
ta,ught William that he had better not, interfers with
their designs.  After four years’ hesitancy, he yielded
m unconcealed disgust. Forthwith ample supplies
were voted to hig Majesty, and the parliament. nro-

But now

ceeded to practise freely the doctrine of "o faith to
he kept with Papists.”

Oi course they began with confiscations. Plunder
was ever the beginning and the end of their faith and
practice.  Soon 1,060,792 acres were declared “‘es-
cheated to the Urown.”” Then they looked into the
weisting powers of pevsecution, to see Low far they
were capable of extension. These were found to e
atrocions enough; nevertheless, the new parliament
added the following fresh enactments:—1. Ay Act
to deprive Catholics of the means of educating theiv
children at home or abroad, aul to render them in-
capable of being guardians of their own or auy ofher
person’s childven: 2. An Aet to disarm the (Catholics :
and 3. Another to banish all the Catholic nriests aned
prelates.  [laving thus violated {he {reaty, they
gravely bronght in o Bill *to confirm the Articles
of Lamerick.” * The verv title of the Bill says Dr.
Crooke Taylor, * contains evidence of its injustice, Tt
5 styled, A Bl for the confirmation bl Articles
tnot fhe arlicles) made at ihe surrender of Limerick ™
And the preamble shows that the HtHle word ‘the "
was: nol accidentally cwitted. 1t vuns thos: - That.
the said articles, or <o mune) of thew as oy cansist
with the sefety and welfave of your Merjesty's sulsjecis
e Hese beingdums, may be confirmed.” ole. Tha parts
that appeared to these legislators inconsistent  with
“the safety and welfare of his Majestv's snbjects,)”
was the first article, which provided for the cecurity
of the Catholics from all distirbances on account of
their religion ; those parts of the secomd article which
cenfirmel the Cathalic gentry of  Timerick, Clare,
Cork, Kerry, and Mayo, in the possession  of their
estates, and allowed all Caihelics o evercise their
trades and prefessions without ohstruction : the fourth
article, which extended the henefit of the peacs to cev-
tain Trish officers then abroad: the seveulh article,
which allowed the Catholje gentry to ride armed: the
unth article, which provides that the oath of alle-
giance shall be the only oath requirved from Catholies,
and one or two olhers of minoe importance. All
of these are omitted in the Bill for * The confirmalion
ol articles made at the sureender of Limerick.’

“The Commons passed the Bill withont much
diffiendty. The House of Tords, however, containedd
sore few of the ancient nobility and some prelates
who relused to acknowledge the dogma, *1hat no faith
should he kept with Papists,’” as an article of their
creed.  The Bill was strenuonsly resisted. and when
towas at length carried, a strong protest against it
was signed by Lords Londonderry, Tyvrone., and Dun-
cannon, {he Barons of Ossory,  Limerick, Killalae,
Kerrv, Howth, Kingston. and Strabane, and, to their
eternal lionor be it said, the Protestant Bishops of
Kildare, Elphin, Derry, Clonfert, and Killala.”

Thus was that solemn pact, which was in truth
the treaty of the Trish nation with the newly-set-up
English regime, torn and trampled under foot by a
tyraunic bigotry. ’

(To bo continued.)

AN APPEAL
TO IRISH FAITH AND LOVE OF ST. PATRICK
RAETIHI

In the raging hush fire that swopt this distriet ;n 1018
our little church (8t. Patrick’s) at Raetihi was burnt to
the ground, We are now wmaking an attempt to raise
tunds to replace that Jittle church in a permanent. material
which will withstand the brunt of future fires as the Irish
Taith has withstood the brunt of the fires of persecution,
To ns, who have the Faith from Treland, the name, of
Patrick is aweet music to our ears. Here is a practical
way to show our gratitude for our Irish Faith and onr
love for St. Patrick, by belping to raise a chureli worthy
of our TFaith and of our glorions Saint at Raetihi.

Send a brick (5/-) to-day for 8t Patrick’s Church,

Raetihi, All donations acknowledged in the Tablef.

Address for donations—

FATHER GUINANE,
Ohakune.

M AURICE O’CO‘N‘ﬁ—ﬁOR, ¢ The PfOpel‘ty 'Man”a(Tate’s'Bldg’s.) Stafford Strest,

Fhone 944. .

Has Farms of al descriptions for Sale. ::: P.f). Bor 186. TIMARU




