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NEW ZEALAND TABLEY 33

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

S U o WU |
{A WeesLy IngrRUCTION FOR YOUNG AND ULD.J

First, Article: Nature and Institution of the Church.
5. Nature.-—By the word “Churel™ (_cml\:ucatiuu,
agsentbly) is meant the religlous society  which  was
founded by Jesus Christ, when fle said to the Apoesile
Simon Peter, “Thou art Peter, and upon thiz rock 1
will build My Chuveh, and the gates ol hell <hall not
prevail against her” (Mali, xvio 16). - 7

By these words He established a veligions soviel v,
of which Peter was to be the head: a spoiely or o spiri-
tual state analogous to that of politienl socictios or
states, bul so perfect that it may be called 2 wmedel
seetety.  This soclety is the Churchi. called also the
Iingdom of Weaven upon earth.” ~The Chuveh,” says
Tws IXL, “is a rveal and perfect society, entirely free,
enjoving the distinelive perpelual rights which were
conferred upen it by its Iivine Fonnder.”

to [noa eivil state or kinodam 1here are twiy orders
of crbizen=: those who compund and those who ohey.
The first ave called ihe governors, the alministrators
the second, the people, the subjects. Sunilarly also, in
the Chureh or Kingdom ol Jesus Clorst, there are {wo
arders of the frithiiul: those who command and these
who obey 1 gr those who teach and those who oo taughi.
The first arve called the clergy ~the hieravehy, the priest-
hood, the pastors: these are the Pope, the brhops, and
priests : the secomd ave called the faithiul, the sheep or
the flock, The first coustitute the ieaching and gov-
erning {‘hurch: the =ecomd, the Chuech fanein and
governed,

T FEvery el sfate has o fandamental Taw estab-
lished Trom fis oricin: mereover, it bas o Cora ol SOy -
ernmeni proper too di=elW0 either monarebieal, avisio-
eratic, or l‘:*]ﬂlhli(';lii. The Chovelr b bikewias b
fundamental law awl her form of TOvernnient, eelal-
lished frowm the begtnning by Christ Himeeli. s hich wo
hunian power can alter.

This fundaniental tav is the Gosped nd oradiion
that s, all that Jesus Ohvist Bas nstitoted aned L i
His dectrine which mnst be Believed @ s moralz which
st he practized s and THs Saciinenis and Saerifiee,
which must Le accepied as a means of =alvation.

The form ol govermuent prevaitine in the {hiech
is neither avistcerntic uor republican it s memrehieal,
In a monarchy there is one soversign chief, the king:
and there are sulordinate chicls or sovernors of pen-
vinees, In like manner in the ecelesinsticnl monarchy
there is a zupreme chiel. the Pope. the Viear of Jesus
Christ . and governors, or vather, «ulwrdinate privces
—the bishops in thelr several dioceses, Weo suy that
the Pope, or head of the Chureb. is the viear or Heu-
tenant of Jesus Christ @ because Christ Himseld in
heaven 1s the chief head, properiy so called. of the
faithful. The Pope is appeinted by Christ Lo govern
in Hizs name on earth.

The Church is a wmonarchy : bat a monarchy wisely
supported by a subordinaic avislocracy @ hin oilier words
it s the papacy, aided all over the world by the epis-
vopacy.  To understand this more cleaviv. let e refer
to history for the origin and institution of the Chureh.

8. Instilution of the Chuareh, o Whon Jesus Chrisd
wished to establish Tiiz Chuwreh, which He called the
kingdom of heaven on earth. e oathered ronnd 1im
twelve chosen disciples, to whom Ile gave the nane of
Apostles (sent). e created them al once priests and
bishops, and gave them power to elect other hishops,
who should be their snecessors in the episcopacy, and
other priests subordinate te the bishops, who should
succeed in the priesthood,

So far the Apostles had all been equals. They had
obeved only Jesus Christ as their head. and formed
with Him the infant Church. But Chrisl was io leave
them, and ascend into heaven: Tle could not remain
visibly on earth and govern tlis Church in person:
therefore e established in Tiis place a viear nr vice-
gerent appointed to govern in His name the kingdom
of heaveun on earth. Ilis choice fell on Simon Peter,

one of the twelve, who thus became the superior of
the apostolic college and the visible head of the whole
Church ; Jesus Christ still remaining its invisible head,
seated at the right hand of God the Father in the
highest heaveu.

These are the words by which Christ first promised
to, and then conferred upon, St. Peter and his suc-
cessors this supreme authority. Some months before
Ilis PPassion, the Saviour, finding Himself alone with
ltix Apostles in the plains of Caesarea and Philippi,
asked them what they thought concerning Iis person,
and whom they took IIim to be. DPeter answered,
“Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.” At
this reply Jesus cast on Peter a look of divine tender-
ness, and said to him, ‘‘Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
Jona: because flesh and blood hath not revealed it to
thee, but My Father, who is in heaven. And I say
to thee, that thou art Peter:* and upon this rock [
will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.  And I will give to thee the keys
ol the kingdom of heaven. And whatscever thou shalt
bind upon earth it shall ba beund also in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth it shall be loosed
also in heaven” (Matt xvi. 16).

Ancther timie after Ilis resurrection the Savieur,
appeariug to ks disciples an the shores of the Sea of
Tiberius, says to Peter, ““Simon, son of John, lovest
thow Me more than these?” ‘“‘Yea, Lord,” Peter re-
plics 1 *Thou knowest that T love Thee.”” Then Jesus
savs to Dim, “Feed My lambs.” Again He savs,
“Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me?’ and Peter
answers, “Thou knowest that I love Thee’ : and Jesus
again ways, “'IFeed My lambs,” A third time He asks
tun, U Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me?’ Peter.
grieved at being asked a third time, “Lovest thou?”
veplies, ' Lovd, Thou knowest all things ; Thou knowest
that T love Thee' : and Jesus says, “Feed My sheep”
tdohn xxi, 15).

By these divine words the Church was constituted.
Tho faithful formed the flock, the Apostles were the
subordinate pastors, and Peter the supreme pastor, in-
vested with unlimited power by Jesus Christ,

A« though e said to him, “‘Simon, 1 choose thee
to bo like Me, a man apart from the rest of men, above
the rest. another self. By nature thou art but Simon ;
hy grave t make thee Peter—the rock, the foundation
of My Church. 1, the Divine Architect of the Church, .
uive thee solidity of a foundation-stone. It is T whe
ain the principle of thy firmness: thou shalt be united
with Me: thou shalt rest on Me, who am not only a
rocle but the chief foundation. My Church shall lean
on Me and on thee.  United, and, in 2 measure, iden-
tified with Me, thou shalt shave My sufferings, My
combats, and My triumphs.  The powers of hell, in
league against Me, will rise also againsg My Church
and against thee; but they shall ever find in thee an
invincible resistance. A1l their efforts against thee shall
he in vain, and will but conduce to the triumph of the
Church, whose destiny shall be a perpetual alternation
of combat and victory, suffering and resurrection.”

As the rock or foundation-stone marks the sover-
eignty, and the throne of the ecclesiastical empire given
to Simon Peter and his successors in perpetuity, so the
kevs show the power and the attributes of this sover-
eignty.  The keys are the symhol of supreme doninion :
and 1 giving them to Peter, the Son of God confers
upon him discretionary power, which is to be unlimited
and absolute over the whole Church and over the whole
world, as Ie explains bv adding, ‘“Whatsoever thou
shalt bind shall be bound”—words without limit - by
virtue of which Peter has power to bind all—will, in-

fellizence, absolutely all! “Whatsoever thou shait

bind.”  Nothing is excepted.

It was Ged’s love for man that saw what it signi-
fied accomplished. Love given demands love in refurn;
and no one that knows its meaning can utter that
name without the quickening of the heart-pulses, with-
out the straining of the soul to God.
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