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the Home Rule Biil off the Statute Book. The Irish-
men thought otherwise. Experience has justified them.
And all the great train of historical grievances had
been set in motion by"l'er*enl events.  Euglishmen thiuk
of Irishmen as a people fur whose henclly 'Lhc")' have
passed munberless Acts. lrishmen think of England
as a nation that tock away their rights and property,
and makes a g:edt virtue®f a pdltm} and tardy restitu-
tion. It was wevitable then that Englend and Irefand
should drift apart.

The new temver of lreland was zeen in the grow-

111:r mfluence of ":mn Fein and the arowine definiteness
{ Siun Fein teaching, Redmond had siid to lreland,
”Trust. {he British Parliamont and the British {fevern-
ment ; throw yeursell into the war and vou will recover

vour right (o sell-vovernment.” The fallure of thi
po]ic\' was now manifest.  Sin Fein's alermative wis
obvicus and it was delinde.  Think no more of the

British Parliament ; it-is either nuliffereut ov hostile:
be an independent natiou: act lke an hicdependent
nation : wesr no foveign Gavernments nuiferm @ ficht no
foreign Government’s war; when the war s over go
to the Peace Cenfercice amd demand v rights, This
policy had two veaulis of mmpartance.  First of all, 1.
drew Ireland awav from Redmoud: secondly, it kept
Treland from violence hecacse leishmen were looking
to the Peace Couference for the yescie of their eonntry.
The new power was 1'('\0;11('(1 fn Folivimry o FHIT L when
Count Plunkett was elected :
connn Ii\ £ Irll”{_‘ H1H ‘I(llll‘
My, Bloyd George's fiest ave o beeoming Prime
Minister hae been wise and :m!-l. Pite had set free all
the deported Trishmen. vxeept those seiving seitonees
of penal servitude.  But DLy that strance law which
seems to covern his palitical conduet, his next siep was
in the opposite divection.  Plunketi’s victory, whiel
ought to have been a warning against cocreion, was
followed Dy rearvests and deportations. Tn March,
1917, the Parliamentary party made a. aveat anppeal
to Lloyd George not to puarsue this paliey, but to re-
move martial ldw keep no nntried nen in prison, and
“confer upon Treland the free instilutions long pro-
wised her.” The debate was notable lor a last appeal
from Major Willie Redwowl. 1o the name of Gad,
we here, who are about {o die perhaps, ask voeu to do
that which largely nduced us to leave owr henes.”
The Tlouse was moved, hut My, b vd George replied
in a speech which, if Lhad been made (‘10111 vears
earlier would have (‘hunged the couves of p(\]l{l(h. e
had found that Treland wus not one nzliiun bul two.
The Parliamentary party v despair withdrew after
Redmond had warned the Government that, they were
]\zllmg the Constitutional parly. Twe mouths later,
Sinn Fein won a secoud seat al Soufh Tonglord.
Willio Redwmond returned to France \\hole. three
nionths later, he died from his wounds at Mesgines, #
England had given Itin nothing that he wanted for his
\,ouutlv It letllln for Iris ml(llﬁ({‘ His constituency,
with an aet that was painfully sicuificant. save his seat
to de Valera, who defeated lis \hleulllkl nppnnmli by
5000 votes.  All this time coercion was in Jull swing,
with the palitical vesulis that Redmond prnpi\.mi(':l.

a bve-clocten b Ros-

Tur Convenriox.

In May, Mr. Tdoyd Georoe cuonested that [reland
should have lho Heme Rule Aet with a clean ent of the
six counties, or that an lrish Convention should he set
up to diseuss schemes for the sovernment of frveland,
A new turn was thus given to Irish pabitics, and for
some weeks there was an atinosphere of sulvIned hope.
during which the Nationalists won iwe olections. their
last successes.  Mr. i avd George promised that if “sub-
stantial agrecment” shml]l Ie reached as to the char-
acter and scope of the constitution for the future gov-
ernment of Ireland within the 13 mpire, the Government
would accept the respousibility for takine all the neces-
sary steps to enable the [niperial Parliament to give
legislative effect to the conclusious of the Convention.
The proposal was welcomed warml y by Redmnond, eriti-

* He wag 56, two years oldel than the Prime Min-
ister.

cised by William O’Brien, and rejected by Sinn Fein,
which could net, of course, accept the limifation put on
the scope of the deliberations. The Government was
urged to release all prisoners, aud, aiter a delay which
rohbed the act of its grace thev too this step, releas-
g, amony others, de Velera, who uvow hecame Sinn
Fein leader; with his election as President (November,
1917), Sinn Fein became imphicitly Republican.

The Uenvention sat through the avtumn and win-
ter. Tt was, within shorp limits, a representative body,
meluding among its D0 wembers, five Nationalists, five
Ulster Unionists, thiee Southern Unienistz, Tour Caih-
alic bihops. two l)is"lmps of the Chureh Treland,
chaivimen of county counctls, four mavors, elght repre-
sentatives of wrbaw councls, seven Labor representa-
tives (the L.mul Party in Dublin and the South refused
to take part), and a Duniber nf 11s1111=r11j~<her] Trishmen
Tike D, M;Lh;i[l}-’, the Provost ¢ [mm\ College, Lord
MacDoune!i, Liord Desart, H,il I»mtmm Windle, Mr
Edward Fysaght, and AL The chalrman was Siv
favace Plunkett.

The Convention sat throngh the antunn and winter.
The most fmportant Taets about its history are these.
It proved that cutside Ulster, Untoniste and Nation-
alists were not irveconcilable. 1 proved that the Ul
ster Untonisls, armted with the Famens Yormwula that
Ulster should never be coereed, were not veady to make
Not least nmportant, 10 view of what
fellowe:. 0 poblished o vepert o a sih-rommiittee on
qresticis of defence, declavary wosnimousiv that it
wenld e wopracticable to dhpee canseripiion on Tre-
Fond withous the Tresh Poeliaoren s ennsent, The
menhers of s sibecommities wers Logd Desard and
Mro Powell {Unionists), the Duike of Abercorn (an
Ulster Covenantery, and Captains Doran and Gwyao
{ Nabtionalist Members, ser\'in:r with the lorces).

Tn the closing davs of Hr(‘ Convention Redmond
died : e had Ii\'M too lone for happiness, but he es-
caped the finel blow that I'nie amd General Ludendoeri!
and Mr. Tdovd (;eeurge were conspiring to deal to alt his
hopes.  “Better for us never to have met than to have
et and Tailed.” he declared. e died before Mr.
Llovd George had destroved the weork of the Conven-
tion wid ﬂm worle of Redmond’s 1ife.

WY eolleesstons.

Tie Peaaxp ror lursn Conscmiprion,

O April 8, 1818, the report of the Convention
was sdgned. Next day Mr. Llovd (reorge aunounded
that conxeription was to be exteuded to freland. By
tha 13th the propesal had heen (*al'riul through TPar-
Hamento after nearly eight honrs of debale. Mr. As-
gquith made o p()\\{‘llll] atiel illl{)le\kl\o appeal to the
flouse of Connuons, warning it of the inevitable con-
sequences in Trelamd, but the German advance was in
full tide, and neither Ministers nor Members kept cool
heads. [ is incredible that aunvy Englishman could
have suppesed that Ivelaud wouald ])m\lde a single com-
pany el conseripts, but there were many who thoug];t.
that Encland coudd nel be asked for a final elfert un.
less Freland was drawn inie the conmon hondage.

The efieet 10 Treland was nstantancons=, Thiz was
the imest emphatic declaration ever made that frefand
Wi Lng!.mfl s properiyv, thal she had just as much or
just as Bittle right 1o her own life as the Czecho-Slovaks
sr the Pales, forced 10 send thelr sous into Anstriau
er German armies ; that Treland was a subject people
of whom lier rvulers conld claim tribute of hlood and of
woney at lhelr pleasure.  No lrishman with a spark of
national feeling could acknowledge that claim, avd the

* This formula was as great an obstacle d4 the old
Palishe lheripe veto: o long as Trish sovernmment was
treated as a prablem to be scttled bv England, it meant
that a British Government could carry no leform to
whiclh this minority objected. The true solution. of
course, was lo leave the problemm to lreland to settle
Ulster with Belfast and ils muwnitlons was in no cen-
ceivable danger of coercion: with the English *‘com-
plex” (to use {hé fachionable psycholoeical term) re-
moved. she would have no motive. for recalcitrance.
When neither party can coerce the other, and each
neads the other, agreement is possible.
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