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Matthew Arnold place Gray in the very first rank of
English poets? What have we uow of b‘apph_o but a
few fragments? We have not a great deal of putullu's.
Leopardi did not leave us a bulky legacy : neither did
Fitzgerald, wor Mangan, nor Villon. b i guality
that counts: a mass of copper 1s of less value than a
ounce of pure gold. And Belloc’s claim to be consi-
dered a poet rests on the large proportwon ot pure gold
that is fonnd ameng his verses,  Au admirer of Bel-
loe’s who is also a dizciple fells us that the character-
istics of his verse are a sivict Freuch techuical tradi-
tion eowhined with a dreamy wistlulness thal suggests
the Celtic spirii: aud tenderness combined with an
abrapt. military  manuer. The  sane wistfulness
o founed i his hest proze: o his prose, oo,
oo cannot help remarking  the  influence of - the
st Frenel writerss The elear vision, the Tompnd
stvles the Hesibility and strength ave all French, Al
net rarely they are illimined by ale frine Celtie glamer
which is the L(luallit‘\' that cives a charin to the hest
Euglish prose amd verse. Inonoword, Delloe s a sty hist
SMyle is indefinable and elusive. but we recogiise ifs
]]l‘.(‘Si‘llt‘(‘ aft onee 10 we know at all what vond writing
o And anvene whoe has a lair acquatotanee  with
French works cannot be ignorant that {he hest Fnelish
1s fmmeasurably hehind the best Freuch when there s
2 guestion of siyl{‘.. Even Burke, aceording to Avneld,
could net compare with Bossuet.  What movelist would
we put bestde Flaubert or Bonrget or Coppde to-dav!?
Remembering, theu, ihat Belloe is half French and
Bali Celt we arrive at the seeret of his sltvle.  f1 s
distinetive both i Bis prote and o his verse. Take
this sonnet

ey,

1. trom a window where the Meuse = witle,

Lovked Eastward out to the September might.
The men that in the hopeless baitle died

Rose and reformed and warshalled for ihe ficht,
A brunsal aree vagne aind ordered laree

For mile cnonile by one pale General,
T saw them lean by companies to the charge

But ve man living heard the bugle call,

And Tading sUILL and peinting to their scars,

They vose in lessening elowd wheve, ooy and liigh.
Dawn lav alone the heaven in sty bars,

But }_{elxiug from the PBastern vazement, 1
Saw the Repuliic splendid in the sky,

And vound her terrible head (he morning stars,

The Celtic Note

e is violent at times. [Te sings a rollicking,
raystering song for us with a fankard in hand.  [le s
flerce in denunciation of the shams he hates.  But sad-
ness and wisifulvess and Jedmeed tor a land of hopes
awd dreans are his icading notes, the Cellic netes—

A lost thing could 1 never find,
Nor a broken thing mend

And T fear T shall he all alone
When T get towards the end.

Who will be there to comfnrt we
Or who will be my friend?

T will gather aud carefully. make my friends
Of the men ol the Sussex Weald,

They watch the stars from silent folds,
They «tiffly plough the feld.

By them and the God of the Souih Jonndry
My poor soul shall he healed.

1f ever T hecome a rich man,
Or if ever T grow {o be ald,

I will build a house with a deep thalch
To shelter me from the cold,

And there shall the Sussex songs be sung
And the story of Sussex told.

I will hold my house in the high wood
Withii a walk of the sea,

And the men that were boys when I was a boy
Shall sit and drink with me,

His Fierce Mood

What a warrior he is when he falls upon his foes!
liear this:

Only before T eat and drink,

When t have killed them ali, 1 think

That T will batter their carven names,

And shit the pictures in their frames,

And burn for scent, their cedar door,

And neelt the gold their women wore,

And hacl thenr hevses at their knees,

And hew to death their timber trees,

Aund plough their gardens deep and through—

For Tear perhaps my little son

Should break his hands as 1 have done.

M wrath s alwavs divecied against the blind
muides and the money-changers who defile the temple
with their draflicking.  Behind it all is the Cathalic
heart that dvives him to the fight and inspives him to
pray

Our Lord that was Onr Lady's Son,
(io bless vou, People, one by ane:
My rhvme s written, my waork is doue.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

Rev. Father Ilerring, 8.3, is engaged this week
conducting @ short retreat for the students at Holy
Cross College, Mosgiel.

[His Levdship the Bishop left to-day (Thursday) on
an episeopal visation at Tuvercargill and the surround-
g parishes, and will be thus engaged during the month
ol April. s Lordship will ake his visitation at
Invercargill next Sunday and on Sunday week at
Riverton,

in the recent degree examinations of the New
Zeadand University, the following students of Holy
Uross College, Mosgiel, were successful i — Francis - in-
lay passerl the final wection of the B.A. examination
Johi MeGettigan, Thomas McMahon. James Maguire,
Peter Breen, Avthur Gregory, and Robert McCormack
passeel the second section,

The Nisters of Merey, South Dunedin, desire to
expross their gratitude 1o the president and members
of =i, Jeseph's Cathedral Sodality of the Children of
Marv, who generously provided the Faster breakfast
for the children of Mf. St. Joseph's and St. Vincent’s
Ovphanages, and, in addition, contributed a large quan-
tity ol rweets, each child receiving a well-filled bag.
The Nixters alwo gratefully acknowledge an Easter gift
of €1 T fram W, D..” an unknown benefactor who
[eequently remembers the orphans.

NT. JOSEPIH'S CATIIEDRAL.

The solemmnitios of Holy Week were throughout
altended by verv large congregations.  His Lordship
the Bishop presided at the Office of Tenchrae each even-
ing. Very Rev, Father Cofter, Adm., being master
¢l ceremonies. Right Rev. Mar, Mackay and a num-
her of the diocesan clergy and ecclesiasfical students of
lfo]}' ('ross College, Mosgiel, aseisted. As in previous
vears, the singing by the students, notably of the
“Lamentations,” the “Benedictus.” and “‘Miserere,”’
was quite a feature, and shows the prominence given
al- the college 1o the devotional and artistic rendering
cf the Clwreh’s psalmody.  His Lordship the Bishop
pentificated at the 1ligh Mass on Holy Thursday (the
musie bemg beautifully rendered by the Dominican
Nuns' choir) and Mass of the Presanctified on Good
Friday, as well as at the incidental ceremonies of Holy
Thursday.  The deacons of the Passion on Good Friday
were Rev. Fathers O'Reilly, Morkane. and Collins.
There was Veneration of the Cross at the close of the
cerentonies. The Cathedral was thronged in the after-
neon for the devotion of the “Stations of the Cross,”
An impressive discourse on the Blessed Sacrament was
given ont Holy Thursday evening by Rev. Father Col-
lins, on the Passion of Our Divine Lord on Good Fri-
day morning by Very Rev. Father O'Donnell, and on
Good Friday evening on the Seven Dolors of the
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