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ometimes look almost like malignancy, which were
perpetrated at the beginning of recruiting in Irelana
are beyond helief.””  (October 28, 1916.)

My, Llovd George found the right word. There
was stupidity, bat something behind the stupiditv. In
this crisis the old prejudive against Nationalist Lreland
ruded owr wilitary adminisiration.  The Ulster Divis-
ion had its badge. The lrish Division was not. allowed
a badge. The officers of the Ulster Voluuteers were
given commissions: the officers of the Irish Volunteers
were compelled to have further training. The Ulster
Division was treated as an Ulster ariny ; the Irish Divi-

cslon as a umit of the British Army. The National 1Tui-

versity alone of Trish Universities was not allowed an
0.T.C. Great difficulties were put in the wav ol giving
commissions to Catholics i the Tvish army, though the
Ulster army was allowed to exclude officers on aceount
of their religion ov thelr polities.  All Redmond’s sug-
gestions were vefused. lle wanted the Tyueside [vish
to be tramed in Treland: the War Office nsisted on
keeping them 1n Northuuberland. The lrishwomen
were not even allowed to make colors for the [rish
battalions: Mr, Devlin's 4000 recruits were not allowe:]
to march through Belfast: it was only after Tord Rob-
erts’s intervention that the Teish army was allowed ifs
full complement of Catholic chaplains.® T manv
Places the- Unionist agent was wmade reeruiting officer.
Redmond, with a nation’s syimpathies in {he halanee,
conuted for less than the wmost obscure English M.P.
known enly to the Party Whips. One sugrestion {hat
he made repeatedly ix specially significant w the lioht
of later history. e urged that hoth the Ulster and
the Irish Volunteers should be vecognised and given
military duties. There were two alternatives.  The
Volunteers could be used or thev could he ddisarimed,
Redmond wanted the first: the second was inpracticahle
as Sir Edward Carson said he would ot allow a gun
ta be taken out of Ulster. The worsl conrse of all wazs
to keep then: armed and keep them idle.

The causes of this supreme blunder were two, Tre-
land was thrown {o the War Oftice as if the preblem
were a problem of equipment or technical orgattisation,
The War Office iz 2 machine in which feelings count for
little and nnagination less. No Department was lesy
fitted for this task. But behiud the mechanical von-
servatism of the War Office there was the active ill-will
of the Unionist leaders. The man who could have led
the Unionist Party with a generous imagination was
dead: if Orauge intolerance had wet been too nuch
for him the Wyndlam Aet would vot have heen his
only contribution to Trish peace. The man who conld
least. forget the bitter memories of party strife was its
leader. The most ardent Orangeman has an Trishman
beneath the skin: Mr. Bonar Law i an Orangeman
withowt an Trishman beneath his skin,  Redwond s
offer touched England, bui it did not touch v
Bounar Taw, who, not allowing stvife a moment’s respile,
went to Belfast in Septeniber, with the Germans sprea I-
ing over Beloium, to redouble his threats. Agunst
these forces Tiberal Ministers who, ever since the =ue-
cessful resistance of Ulster, had been doubtful of {h.u
authority, were unable to do justice to the gonerons
instinets of the British people. Mr. Asquith went (o
Dublin to say that Bngland wanted a frea gift from a
free people. That was precisely what Treland wanled
to give: it was precisely whal {he British (h)\'m'lm'lr'ni-
refused to let her give. And as it became clear {hat
this was not what England wanted [rom her, the {ha:-
mometer in lreland went steadily down.

It fell much faster in the spring when Siv Edw i
Carson was given office in the first Coalition {April,

*U'Not one of the brigadiers appointed was gener-
ally known in Ireland personally or In his connections.
One was an Euglishiman.  Of the officers originally ap-
pointed not one in five was a Catholic.  No Catholic
commanded a batialion, scaveelv half a dozen were
field officers. The ouly Catholic field officer appointed
to the Division who had heen prominently connected
with the Volunteers was Lord Fingall, aud he had
severed his connection with that bodv.” —Johin Red-
maone’s Last Fears, bv Gwynn, p. 174,

1915).  Redmond declined office, and urged that Lotn
ke and Sir Bdward Carson should be left out, Ret nit-
ing drvopped from 6000 ‘to 3000 a month. The iwo
fiorcest. adversaries of Home RBuls wers now Minisiers,
aned Siv Edward Carson was so little clanged in lenuer
thai he refused to speak atl a rem'nilinghmeeting w.lh
Redmond.  Against suelr shstacles Hedinond, intent on
an allianee of the two peoples. was lighting a losing
hattle.  Ile had net misjudged Treland, bot Lvitish
Miuisters had learni less han 1his rishman from the
war. e seemed 1o lreland, with the War Office and
politiclans applving the cold :ﬂungo to all her zeal,
that though Trelnd Tl ToreetTon her Lat red, England
had not forgotien her contempt.  SMeadily and fatally
the wur Lecame loss and Tese brolaon s Wity )
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In Baster week, 1916, there was a vebellion iu Ire-

it ook the British Government by surprise ; it
took Redmond by surprize s it took lrelang by surprise,
That fact alone shows whai an inconsidernble element
Horepresentedgin Trish life. |t was, In Aruth, the act
of afew inen, feading two small Torees: w section of {he
rish Volunteers, as the Volunieers who hroke away at
the sevession were called ™ amd e Citizen Armyv, or
the Workers™ Armv. i Dubiin. led by Connelly. Judged
by numbers, the vebellion was msignificant ; it was the
quality of itx leaders, awl, still more, {he history of
its punishment, that vive 14 sue Importance, -

land.

The Trish Voluntecrs Tl continned o stendy pro-
paganda agaiust recruiting, making, nzllurall\\"'grea{,
wse of the avgwments which the British anthorities pre-
sented fo them. They gained i vigor and popularity
with the stealy disconragement of the National Volun-
tecrs v the War Office. 1t was not casy for Ministers
who had winked at the Ulster vebellion to take active
measures agaimsl ther, unless some associalion were
proved with Gerany. Sueh association was discov-
eved on April 17, when o Gevinan =hin Tanded Casement
and Frought vifles frowm Gerviany. On Saturday mor-
ing Dublin Castle decided {0 act, hut theuoh a paracle
of the Trisli Volunteors was ovdeved for Baster Swnday,
action was post poned.

The Volunteers” parade was
cancelled by Professor MaeNeill, it some of the Trish
Valunteers, acting under Pesrse and Maedonagh, with
the Citizen Avmy, acting under Connolly, seized the
Post Ollice, and proclaimed the Trish Bepublic,  Severe
fichting wax practically lhnited to Doblin: there were
outhreaks in Calwav, Drogliedn, and Wexford, which
the National Voluntecrs helped to suppress.  But in
Dublin street fighting tasted from Menday to Saturday
great destruction was done: 106 soldiers and 180 eivil-
tans were killed, and 334 soldiers and 611 civilans
wounded.

These eventz excited great Indignalion for iwo
reagons. In the first place, the rebellion had caused
much bloodshed : in the second place. il was concerted
with Cermanv. Germany was to land Casement and
arts i Ureland and stmitancously 1o attack the Tast
Coast of Frgland.  To English people, thervefore, the
act scemed a brotal stab in the back, and they ecould
find no excuse for suel conduct.  The Home Rule Bill
was on the Statwte Book.  Wauas not that proot of our
goedwill 7 They did not nodevstawd that Tvishmen had
lost confidence abont that Ael whea thev found that the
Ministers whoe had passed itowere less powerful than
these who had vesisted it. and that Treland was treated
in the matter of recruifing in & wav in which no Govern-
ment would have dared to {reat Seotland or Wales.
They had enough 1o think abeut in their own affairs
and prospeets withont fryving fo think aboul the afiairs
atid prospeets of Treland.

For the moment this nisundersianding, which was
to count laler, connted for little, for Treland and Eng-
land were at one In their indignation. Tt has been
satd, very justly, ““There was a vebellion in Treland;

'J-.‘he”Voh‘.llte(Vzrrs who stuck to Redmond were
wlled National Volunteers.
(Continued ou page 18.)
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