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there was no Ivish rebellion.”’™ The number of rebels was
small; the Irishmen who liked Germany, or would act
with her, ov take help from her, were few: the first
troops attacked by the rebels were Dublin troops: Dub-
lin suffered heavily and felt towards the vebels as any
society feels towards a set af men who suddenly plunge
it into chaos and bloodshed ; the National Volunteers
helped to put down the rising, Ireland condemmed the
rebellion as hotly as Euneland. Never in Irish history
had rebels so littla sympathy, or rebellion so little en-
couragement for the fuiure.

Tar OprorrTuNity oF THL I1fSiNG.

In this atmospliere there was an unexampled op-
portunity for DBritish statesmanship, aud it happened
that there was an illuninating precedent hefore the
eyes of the Governmeut. There was a vebellion in
South Africa in the first winter : it was more extensive,
far at one time there were 10,000 Boers in tho field
against Botha, and it was move sorions, because Do
Wet was a much greater ficure in South Afriea than
Pearse or Connoily in lrelaod.  Retha punished one
man with death an officer who had deserfed a balile
—the chiel leaders with heavy fines and two or thyee
years of imprisonment, and the rank and file with
short, sentences and lose of eivil rights.  Before the end
of the year, the prisoners were veleased.  *The (lavern-
ment camie in for a good deal of eriticism,” save the
Annual Register, “on the part of British South A fri-
cans for the mild maunner in which they treated most
of the insurgents. but General DBotTe declared that his
object was to enable the country to forget the unhappy
occurrence as soon as possible.”  TTe had Nhis reward al
the next election. 7f he had heen severe, that eleclion
would have been a bitter struvele between Dritish el
Duteh, and the cansequences ol victory for either party
would have heen disastrous.  As it was. Botha. re.
mained Prime Minister. representine British and Dutceh
electors: that act of imaeination saverd South - Africa
and the British Empire from a discord that might have
been fatal in the hour of danger,

It was not casy for Ministers freating Irish rehels
who lived across the sea to follow Bolha's siperh ex.
ample in dealing with Dutch rebels wha Iived noder
the same skyv.  Eugland, baving passed throush a week
of wearing strain, was in no temper to look bevond
the sheck and passion of the hour: in the indiseriminate
blocdshed of a great war. when meu die in theusands
for the acts of others, human nature does not fronhle
itself about ihe fate of men who die for acts of their
own. Tt would have taken a great statesman to grasp
all that hung on the decisions {aken at that angry mo-
ment: decisions that went far bevand immediafe proh-
lems of justice. for thev were political events that woull
mark a erisis in the relations of two neoples. 2o little
did this aspect strike the minds of Ministers that they
confided their authority {0 a military ruler,

There are soldiers who can manage a polilical
erisis, but. they are not common. 7f the Government
could have summened Sip Ralph Abercromby or Sir
John Moore or Sir Charles James Napier from the
dead, they tnicht safelv have resigned their task {o
such hands. They chose a =oldier with the mitlook of
a soldier. to whom the problem seemed much simpler
than the same problem had seemed to Botha, a soldier
with the outlook of a statesman. With the hahits of
his profession. Sir John Maxwell believed that the way
to prevent vebellion reviving, when ounce order is re-
stored, is to strike fear: to a problem so simple he ap-
plied the simplest and the oldest of solutions. May after
day from Mav 3 men were tried in secret and brought
oub to be shol ; the last of them, on the iith, Connolly,
whose thigh had been bLroken and who could not stand.
Fifteen men were thus put to death in a manner de-
signed to create the wmost paweriul impression in Tre-
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land.* This was the soldier's object. For Sir John
Maxwell wanted not, like Botha, that Ireland should
forget the rebellion, but that she should remember it
with fear. No Irishman finds it difficnit to remmember,
but he remembers with something more daneerous than
fear.  Any statesman who knew what a part her haunt-
ing mewories have played in Irish politics would have
realised that it was more important than anything else
to let Irveland forget that episede.  Ireland had con-
demned the vebellion: there was one way of making
her forgive it. She had thought it a shameful act:
there was eno way of making her think it a noble act.
The Governmenl ook that. '\\'ny. Aliarsters who had
refused 1o let Terdinond bring Ireland into the war as
# free people. sent her back o the vhoste who had tried
to make her a free people.  And amone the men shot
there were reliels of o quality {o walk in Elysium with
Emmet and Wells Tone.

A series of panic measures followed., The rebel-
lion was (he act of a few then. The Government pro-
ceeded 1o sweep into prison or across (he sea all hoso
whose nalitics weemed dangerons Lo the soldiers eye.
Enoddistriets whers thera had een no Ivitee of Che rebel
spiril, men were seized and ling into prisan without
frand. A Clovernment which makes the =olilier judge,
prosecutor, and policeman soon ills its aaols, ‘

The effoct o Treland  was instantanesns,  Sinn
Fein had not. ovganised the rvebellion: Lt Sinn Fein
reaped the fritits of 1he reprosan eeanse il <tood for
frish  independence.  Men who  had never  heard
=inn Fein hegan to ask ahout its [deas Pearse, Con-
nollv, Macdonach, Plaukeli. some of themn slrangers
to nine Trislimen out of ten. hecame Irevues s the rebels
were forgiven evervthine, for thew Bad neant, in their
wild, 1 wav, fo heip frveland, and the ovoernment
that punished them only eant (o lnonhle her. The
erimes of Cromwell . PigE apd TCastlereash . which (il
have <neh power to embilter (he Irich mind, Ta Lghily
on the Figlish conscienee,

0l

for the Enelishuen who are

alive to-duy wre as lit{le resnonsible Tor them as the

Ivish. - Bub now, b the act of hving Fnelishmen, a

new legend hiad Been added ta {he tradilions that divi-

ded the two peoples.  And as fasi as (hat levend grew

S Fein gained power.
Tur Viovsren Treeary,

One last blunder completes ihe stovy o of 1916, A
Asquith had civen his countenance o 1lis poliey of
repression, but duving his visit to Dublin he Lad drpe
something to solten its adminisd ration and he knew that
represzion alone conld not olve Trelapd peace. In n
Few waords, which stand in striling contrast tn the deeds
that follewed, e aunounce: (May 23 1916) that Irish
admiwistration had broken down, and an efford musl
be mado to construct a new form of scvermment.  The
history of this effort is nol the jeast reimarkable of {he
evenls of this vear.

Mr. Asquith chose My, Llovd George for his new
negofiations and sent him fo treat with Redmond and
Sir Edward Carson. Redmond knew that the Trish
situation was move delicate than ever, and that a false
step on his part would mean his vuin

as a political
leader, and the loss of his plan for ¢

n-operation hetween

“"They were shot in hatches: fop days the fesson
was hamiered lome in siroke alter strolke that these
men were entitled neither to open trial and proof of
their guilt before execution. nor to ihe treatment of
captured enemies. The conclusion drawn by National
Treland was that if they bad been Englishmen they
would have been tried by English courts and sentenced
by the judgment of their own countrymen ; that if they
had been Germans or Turks thev would have been
treated as prisoners of war: but that being Trishmen
they were in a class apart. members of a subject race,
the mere property of a court martial, The applause of
Parliament when the Prime Minister announced the
executions was taken to represent the official sanction
of the English people and their agreement with this
attitude towards Ireland. Tt was resented in Treland
with a fierce and sudden passion: a tongue of flame
seented to devour the work of long years in a single
night.”’-—Evolution of Sinn Fein, p. 221,
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