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Current Topics

We bhave been asked why we are nol in-

viling  essays as a  practical  proof that lrish
History is  being taught in the schools. Our
last  competition  was In some  senses a4 sUCCesS |
m o etaers  a fatlure, As far as  the mnwmber

are cuncerned 1owas a suceess: ib owas a tailure iV we
colisider the marked similarity of mapers that came
I irom many districts, =ome of them proving hevond
pessibility of doubt that not only were the pupils
fielped by the teacher but that the teacher mnst have
prepared an cuthine—more or less full—and wot the
whole class to werk on it. To say the least of it, that
was nat honest, and we were irankly disappointed,
Now, we shall have w competition again before very
long, and there must be none of that sort of work,
What we want is evidence that the echifdren know
Irish Tlistory: we take it for granted that the teachers
do; and tiey will please stand out next time. We
venture to make a final remark here: we invite auny
priest who takes an interest in this important matter
to offer a prize (which ought to be a book-prize) and
to adjudicate on the vapers sent in for the prize he
affers.

Religious Instruction

It = hpurtant vo know onr {rish History, but il
is even niure mportant to know our religion.  Remem-
ber that it ix vue of owr ends on earth to kuow God.
Now, how can we know God unless we study whal
writers deeply versed in theclogy tell us about Cod?
We certainly will not get the knowledge that lends to
Life Everlasting ivom reading the New Zealand day-
lies nor from talking to the man-in-the-street. We
ave heve to work out our salvation in fear and trem-
bling—to ol it ent. mind, ool 1o loaf about it.
Therefore it is incnmbent on all of us to address our-
selves seriously 1o the study of velisions doctrine. It
15 desirable that senior pupils in onr <chools shonld
have a knowledge deeper than that of the catechisn.
and Hods dn erder to provide teachers and pitrenis
with the outlices of a conrse for higher pupils ihal
we are publishineg week after weok a pace of relisious
mstruction.  What we want to know is whelher fea-
chers are making use of it or wot. There is onlfy eoe
way to find ont, and that is by holding an examina-
tion, a« we did helore and witl de again in the case of
the Trish History. Therefore we urge the Catholic
teachers to read and explain for the pupis the weekly
page they will find in the 7w/t and at & later date
we will propose questions to ha answered v puptls in
the higlier standards of primary schools and in second-
arv schools.  As in connection with Trish History, =0
here, too, we shall be Pleased if any of the priests will
volunteer to give prizes and to adjudicate. Tt las
been remarked to us that the lessons publisherd up lo
the present are rather difficuit. We kuow thev are
net easy but as thev deal with the very foundations
they are very important and well deserving of hawd
studv, Tt is precisely the groundwork that ueeds af-
tention in a pagan land like this. and any extra time
and care given to the subject by teachers will he well
repaid by resulis.  Indeed we venture to say that there
are not a few teachers who might study with profit to
themselves the lessons already printed in the 7whier.
Tn conclusion, vemember that {wo competitions are ap-
pro;}ching now : the Trish History competition and {he
Religious Tnstruetion cempetition.  The formes will be
open to all, and the latter onlv to more advaneed
pupils, )
Home .

Cardinal Manning savs
less: there would he But Litt]
where no man carves to
life is a great fosterer
of unselfishness ;

“Tlomeless nien are reck-
o patriotism in a country
stand pro aris et foriz” Home
of mauly chastity, of forbearance,
men who have no homes are, not

ravely, apt to be sensual, uurestrained, and selfish.
Home-life mouids the children of a nation more than
any school they will attend. Of course there are some
childven born with certain predispositions that home
an neither make nar mar entirelv bnt in average
cases the home stamps the child with a character that
15 almost ineffaceable. Go into a school and get to
kuow the childven well and vou will be able to tell
infallibly what sort of homes they came from. Watch
their conduct in the street and in the cars and trains
and vou will see what child had good, thoughtful,
gontle parvents, and what one had the other sort. If
the chnld sin one wense father to 1he man, i another
the man 1z [uther to the child, and as the elders are
the childven wiil he. Henre it ix of incalealable im-
portance that s natlon should have right heme-life in
whaeh right chilitren are {rained : and hence again il is
miore than vahics 1o the wation that has in its homes
ntoihers who tnow what their duty ts and do it.  No,
there s no place ks hone.  The happiest homes are
usually the hotres of 1he poor—or rather of Gods
poor: Jor theve is a difference between poor and poor.
There are the poor who in (heir lowliness are closer
than any on coth to the lome of Nazareth : and
there are the poor whose poverty is but an additional
meentive to vice and cerime. We speak ol {he former.
Among the pewsants of Irish counties von will find
Famities of a dazen or even more, living on wages that
The. chil-
dren will be aealthy and happy, the father patient
and God-fearine, the Soiother sheerful and pure. The
wails may ho barve, it inoy e not covered liere and
there with eartoens from a weekly paper., represeniing
perhaps & Mass onwoe the monutaine, an eviction
scene in the eiehitios, a watling throng watching the
satls of o eoflfineship” fading away on the horizon.
There will be a cheap coloved picinre of Marv the
Maother of God, and a cheap erieifix and a little delf
holy-water fout in the sleeping rooms.  There will he
no carpel, vo oeasy chatr, no article of homiture worth
a pomid noie in the whole house.  But tle grace of
God wil be there, and under the smokestained rafters
will grow ap bovs and givls who will do apostolic work
somo day in bringing in thenr exiled hearts to far lands
like ours the saving faith of Brigid and Patrvick. A,
these are the hories that comd in oa noiion's history,
Inosuel homes were ed the nien who rose and broke
the bayonet-bristling rauks of those who insulted {he
wamen of lveland o inosuch homes grew up in purity
the givls who carvied across the seas the traditional
purity of the Gael: in such homes grew up the chil-
dren whese lives, wherever they went, were illnmined
by the Faith whivh is the only conree of safety in a
material world to-day.  God's peor never seek in find
argwnents to justifv murder of the immocents. e
Mnane o frois has no charn for them. Somehow theyv
always find enough for all the healthy, hungry young
mouths: somechow they alwavs find tine to be happy,
time to play and time {o prav. They do not forget
when Friday comes; thev are not foo lazy to get up
and walk-—in hail, rain, 1 snow——three miles to Mass
on Sunday.  Thev know that thev have souls as well
as hodies and thev are uut prepared to sell their
chanees of seeing God for anything in the world. Theyv
see what s vieht and they ao straioht towards it
guided by the Ten Conmmandments at every step lhey
take, until their weary Dones vest in a grave that for
thent is onlv the place of their resurrection, The old
heres of Treland have given the world Faith and hope
end love and conrage, and the more like those homes
we alie ours here the better we shall huild this new
naticn and the happier we wili be now and forever.

a taborer conld easilv earn here in oa day.

Modern Politics

Chesterton is right in making np his mind to
classifv politicians as the higher criminals. - A burglar
15 comparatively harmless. and von can vet the police
to attend to him if vou eatch him: but a politician—
if secure in the Cabinet. the modern sanctuary to
which high-class criminals flee for protection,—is police-
proot and he can ““Dope” and ‘‘Marconi” to his heart’s
content and no man dare take the law of him. Indeed
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