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THE X47I0) ON IRELAND.

The Government have slightly changed the method,
though not the purpose, of their Irish policy by em-
phasising the part of their “‘regular” soldiers and
slightly cold-shouldering the irregular ones. A least,
this is the case if it be true that General Tudor, the
head of the auxiiiaries, has gone on an “indefinite
holiday,” while General Macready has reminded mem-
bers of his corps d’élife and other ornaments of the
Crown forces that if they are caught wmurdering and
robbing any more Ivish civilians, they may be shot. We
shall now see what happens to the estimable Mr. Iarte,
who has just killed Canon Magner and an Irish hoy
on a public read. Mr. Harte was first declared to le
mad, and then to he on the verge of delivium tremens.
As the latter complaint is not a mental one, M. [iarte
15, apparently, to stand his trial before his brother sol-
dievs, though not before a jury of the outraged Irish.
Meanwhile, there is every sign that the second phase
of the Government’s military action will be fully as
Larbarous as the first, Two district commanders have
notified that Sinn Tein leaders will be cavried on mili-
tary lorries and shot in the case of attack. Two nicn
have actually suffered this fate, though no sugeestion s
made that theiv captors had been fired cn.  This policy
of putting hostages in the line of fire was fiercely - at-
tacked by Me. George when we adopted it in the Sguth
African War, and by the whole nation when the Ger-
mans put it in fovee in the valley of the Lyx and else-
where.  Furtherinore, the Arran Islands, one of the
toveliest. spots on Ged's earth, inhabited by a simpla
and charining fisher-foik, who speak no English, have
been invaded, and two of the islanders killed while
“trving to escape.’” It is nol stated whether this deed
ef blood was done in the Valley of the Seveu ¢lurches.

As for megotiations, such outrages as these (hun-
dreds are unchronicied) put it out of the guestion, and
the retort of the rebels is as fierce as ever, A police-
man has been shot in Dublin in his sweetheart's com-
pany, and there have been small battles Letween (he
Volunteers in Tipperary and Kitkenny, with heavy
losses on both sides. The thin line of communieation
which Mr. George set up with Sinn Fein has also been
broken. Father O’Flanagan has repudiated such pence-
making, and the Bishop of Cork, while denouncing the
murders and threatening their doers with excommuni-
cation, flercely charges the arson at Cork on the Govern-
nent, and has flang back the coudolences of Dublin
Castle on the death of Canon Meagner.  Thus M.
George's plan to divide the two sections of the Repub-
licans, and to cut off support for Siun Fein from the
Church, has failed from the, violence of its mititary
agents. They are uot only violent but in open revoli
against peace, for Sir Hamar Greenweod’s organ, the
Weekly Summary, denounces a truce, and declares for
a renewal of the war @ owtrance,  That has never heen
mterrupted : but in this maze of treacherous dealing
there seems to have been a point at which the Prime

Minister raised at least the suspicion that he had chan-
ged his mind,

—_—

THE HOME RULE BILL,.

The IHome Rule Bili. as it enterges from the com-
bined or conflicting efforts of the two Houses, is mere
emphatically than ever a Bill for the aggrandisement
of the Ulster Unionists (says the London MNafion. of
December 24). 1In its original form the Bill put six
counties in Ulster on the same footing as the rest of
ireland. Il -Ireland ever has a single Irish Couneil,
these six counties are to have representation on that
Council equal to that of the remaining 26. This is a
grotesque injustice. But as amended the Bill is worse.
The House of Lords has inserted an amendment pro-
viding a Senate for Southern Ireland to consist-of 61
members. Of these, 17 are to be nominated by the
Lord-Lieutenant, 16 are to be peers, eight members of
his Majesty’s Privy Council, four Catholic bishops, two
Protestant bishops, 14 representatives of the County

Councils. 1t is obvious that this arrangement gives
representation on an extravagant seale to the peers and
official elasses. Turn to the plan for the Senate in the
six counties. There are two ex-officio Senators, the Lord
Mayor of Belfast, and the Mayor of Londonderry. The
remaining Senators are to be elected by the members of
the ITouse of Commons “in such manner as that House
may determine.” It 1s ne wonder that Mr. Devlin
made a passionate protest against this arrangement.
Protection is given in this extravagant form to the
300,000 Protestants in South Ireland, and no protection
is given at all to the 400,000 Catholics in the Northern
Parliament. Cardinal Logue pointed out in the Times
2 short time ago that this large Catholic minority is left
without any security. What makes the discrepancy
more glaring is that whercas there is no tradition of
persecution of Protestants in the South, 10,000 Cath-
olics were driven from their employment and their
homes in Belfast only last September. A thousand
soldiers who had fought in the War were among their
victims,  The Government did nething for them, evi-
dently holding that a man did not obtain any moral
claim by fighting for self-determination unless he was
prepared also to fight against it.  Parliament now pro-
poses to let the Ulster Tlouse of Commons choose its
Recondd Chamber, Just as it invited the Orange leaders
to choose the special constables that were to keep order
i Ulstler,

A CARSON REVELATION.

The London correspondent of the 7rish Tidependent
writes:——T am in a position to-day, when the Partition
Bill comes before the 1fouse of Lords for second reading,
to amneunce a sensational development of the disclosures
made lately as to Sir Bdward Carson’s revolutionary
activities in resisting the Ilome Rule Bill, now an ..ct,
awaltine repeal by the measure before the peers. (ol
Repinglon was written to twice by a correspondent re-
garding the revelations in his recently published book
of reminizcences concerning Sir Edward Carson’s sue-
cessful intervention in the Palace of the King ‘to pre-
vent ihe arvest of himself and his fellow-conspirators.
Tt would he interesting to know what sort of pressure
was brought to bear on Col. Repington to induce him
to cancel the passage about Sir K. Carson’s visit to the
King and its prompt result. The deleted story ex-
plains a great deal. Col. Repington has written to
the correspondent as follows:

“Tn reply to your letter of November 8, I have no
recoliection of having veccived a previons letter from
you alout a conversation between Sir I, Carson and
nyself recorded in Zhe First Waorld War. 1If the con-
versation which vou mention is that given on page 69,
vol. T.. T beg to inform vou that instructions have gl
ready been given to the printers to delete the passage
from future editions of my book.”

The conversation with” Sir Edward Carson, which
15 to be cut out of Col. Repiugton’s beok, appears un-
der the date of Friday, November 19, 1915, as follows:

“Dined with Lady Charles Beresford, Lady John-
stone, Lady Kitty Somerset. Miss Bertha Capel, Sir
Ed. and Lady Carson, Mr. Bounar Law, Arthur Stan-
ley, Col. Stuart, and a few more. Ilad a talk with
Carson about the Ulster business. He was very amus-
ing and outspoken. He told me how near we were to
an explosion, that the Government had determined to
arrest the chief leaders, and that le had arranged to
send one word, IIX, over the wire to Belfast, and that
this was to be a signal for the seizure of the Customs
throughont Ulster. e called to see the King,  and
told Stamfordham exactly what was going to happen,
and the arrest of the leaders was promptly stopped.”’

Al love which has not.its origin in the Passion:'o‘f tﬁe

Saviour is vain and perilous. Miserable indeed is death
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Mnrriage:}ble Girls, now listen. We advliée_ you.'élil‘ to
learn the violin so that later on You too may experience the
great delight of playing “Home Sweet Home” while “NO
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